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(NEPHI AND BOOK OF MORMON PATTERN IS CONTINUALLY 
A/B 
A’/B’C 
D (SUMMARIZING ABC/A’B’C’ TOGETHER IN A BEAUTIFUL 
STATEMENT) 
 

A note on punctuation:  little English punctuation is used, intentionally reduced. Meaning was 

contained in the original phrases that can be minimized or even made difficult when we apply many 

rules of English phrasing to the original text. Let the line forms mimic the phrases as would have 

potentially been express ‘in the learning of the Hebrews.’ 

The second indented line is the B of the A/pause B expression.  It caries the clarification.  If there is an 

A/B A’B’ with a C or D (final line) know that it will carry the summary of the previous verses presented 

in an impactful meaning.  These were the rules of the Ancient Hebrews.  The text wasn’t modified to 

make this happen in this English rendition of the Book of Mormon, it was just formatted to match the 

rules discovered in the Ancient Hebrew and, amazing but expected, the Book of Mormon text follows 

those rules with regularity. 

In preparing this text, whenever an A/B, A/B/C was observed, with anticipation one could expect the 

‘C’ or D line to carry profound impact. 

BUT WHEN FINDING THE HEBREW STRUCTURE THE INTENDED ESSENCE 

EMERGES.  

The basis of Hebrew poetry is based on parallelisms. 

One thought, expressed as to separate descriptions.  An A and a B. 

The A establishes the point; the B clarifies, explains, augments A.  A is 

driven home by B. 

And sometimes there is a C and D, which expand in detail, or add  

INCREASING clarity, or increasing Magnititude to A. 

This is found in the Bible. 

This is found EVEN MORE in the Book of Mormon  

(Double Entendre—using a Hebrew parallelism example to explain the 

concept about the Book of Mormon. 

This is why, often the the “B” will begin even with a word like ‘Even’ 

It signifies an ‘expansion’ of the thought is coming. 

 

VERY GOOD WEBSITE: 

http://bibleandbookofmormonchiasmusandhebrewpoeticparallelisms.com

/web/book%20of%20mormon%20chiasmus%202%20Nephi%2011.htm  



 

2 Nephi 8:90 (Isaiah 5:20) 

Wo unto them  

that call evil good  

and good evil!  

that put darkness for light  

and light for darkness;  

that put bitter for sweet  

and sweet for bitter. 

 

Genesis 49:11  

Binding his foal unto the vine,  

and his ass's colt unto the choice vine;  

he washed his garments in wine,  

and his clothes in the blood of grapes: 

 

30:37 And Jacob took him rods of green poplar, and of the hazel and chesnut tree; and 
pilled white strakes in them, and made the white appear which was in the rods. 
38 And he set the rods which he had pilled before the flocks in the gutters in the watering 
troughs when the flocks came to drink, that they should conceive when they came to drink. 
39 And the flocks conceived before the rods, and brought forth cattle ringstraked, 
speckled, and spotted. 
 
52 This heap be witness, and this pillar be witness, that I will not pass over this heap to 
thee, and that thou shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me, for harm. 
 
 
 
 

Genesis 35:10  Thy name is Jacob:  
thy name shall not be called any more Jacob,  
but Israel shall be thy name:  
and he called his name Israel. 
 

 

 

 

 

Genesis 50:2  

And Joseph commanded  

his servants the physicians  

to embalm his father:  

and the physicians 

 embalmed Israel. 

 

Deuteronomy 32:11  

As an eagle stirreth up her nest,  

fluttereth over her young,  

spreadeth abroad her wings,  

taketh them, beareth them on her wings: 

 

Deuteronomy 32:21  

They have moved me to jealousy with that which is not God;  

they have provoked me to anger with their vanities:  

and I will move them to jealousy with those which are not a people;  

I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation. 

 

Deuteronomy 32:24  

They shall be burnt with hunger,  

and devoured with burning heat, and with bitter destruction:  

I will also send the teeth of beasts upon them,  
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with the poison of serpents of the dust. 

 

Deuteronomy 32:32  

For their vine is of the vine of Sodom,  

and of the fields of Gomorrah:  

their grapes are grapes of gall,  

their clusters are bitter: 

(Specific to general A/B, Vine/Fields; grapes/clusters) 

 

1 Nephi 1:1-2  
I, Nephi, having been born of goodly parents,  

therefore I was taught somewhat in all the learning of my father;  
 

and having seen many afflictions in the course of my days  
nevertheless, having been highly favored of the Lord in all my days;  
yea, having had a great knowledge of the goodness and the mysteries of God, 
  

therefore I make a record of my proceedings in my days;  
yea, I make a record in the language of my father,  
 
which consists of the learning of the Jews and the language of the Egyptians. 

And I know that the record which I make is true;  

and I make it with mine own hand;  

and I make it according to my knowledge. 

 

1 Nephi 1:5-7  
And it came to pass, as he prayed unto the Lord, there came a pillar of fire  

and dwelt upon a rock before him;  
and he saw and heard much;  
and because of the things which he saw and heard,  

he did quake and tremble exceedingly. 
 

And it came to pass that he returned to his own house at Jerusalem and he cast himself 
upon his bed,  
being overcome with the Spirit and the things which he had seen; 
And being thus overcome with the Spirit,  

he was carried away in a vision, even that he saw the heavens open, and he thought he saw 

God sitting upon his throne, surrounded with numberless concourses of angels in the 

attitude of singing and praising their God. 

1 Nephi 1:13 And it came to pass that when my father had read and saw many great and 

marvelous things, he did exclaim many things unto the Lord; such as,  

Great and marvelous are thy works, O Lord God Almighty!  

Thy throne is high in the heavens,  

and thy power,  

and goodness, 

 and mercy  

are over all the inhabitants of the earth;  

and because thou art merciful,  

thou wilt not suffer those who come unto thee that they shall perish! 

1 Nephi 1:15-16  

And now I, Nephi,  

do not make a full account of the things which my father hath written,  

for he hath written many things which he saw in visions and in dreams; 

And he also hath written many things which he prophesied and spake 

unto his children,  

of which I shall not make a full account;  

but I shall make an account of my proceedings in my days. 
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13-18 

A Great and 
Marvelous, 
THOSE WHO 
WILL NOT 
PERISH 

1:13 And it came to pass that when my father had read and saw many great and marvelous things, he did exclaim many 
things unto the Lord; such as, Great and marvelous are thy works, O Lord God Almighty! Thy throne is high in the heavens, 
and thy power, and goodness, and mercy are over all the inhabitants of the earth; and because thou art merciful, thou wilt 
not suffer those who come unto thee that they shall perish! 

B LANGUAGE 
OF FATHER 

  1:14 And after this manner was the language of my father in the praising of his God; for his soul did rejoice, and his 
whole heart was filled, because of the things which he had seen; yea, which the Lord had shewn unto him. 

C NEPHI     1:15 And now I, Nephi, do not make  
 

D AN 
ACCOUNT 
OF LEHI 

      a full account of the things which my father hath written, for he hath written many things which he saw in visions and 
in dreams; 

D’ AN 
ACCOUNT 
OF NEPHI 

      1:16 And he also hath written many things which he prophesied and spake unto his children, of which I shall not make a   
full account; but I shall make an account 

C’ NEPHI     of my proceedings in my days. 

B’ RECORD OF 
FATHER 

  1:17 Behold I make an abridgment of the record of my father, upon plates which I have made with mine own hands; 
wherefore after I have abridged the record of my father, then will I make an account of mine own life. 

A’ MARVELOUS 
THINGS 
THOSE WHO 
WILL PERISH 

1:18 Therefore, I would that ye should know, that after the Lord had shewn so many marvelous things unto my father 
Lehi, yea, concerning the destruction of Jerusalem, behold he went forth among the people, and began to prophesy and 
to declare unto them concerning the things which he had both seen and heard. 

  



1:19 And it came to pass that the Jews did mock him  

because of the things which he testified of them;  

for he truly testified of their wickedness and their abominations; 

1:20 And he testified that the things which he saw and heard,  

and also the things which he read in the book,  

manifested plainly of the coming of a Messiah,  

and also the redemption of the world. 

 

 

1:26 And it came to pass that the Lord commanded my father,  
even in a dream, that he should take his family and depart into the wilderness. 
 
1:27 And it came to pass that he was obedient unto the word of the Lord,  

wherefore he did as the Lord commanded him. 
1:28 And it came to pass that he departed into the wilderness. 

 

1:29 And he left his house,  

and the land of his inheritance,  

and his gold,  

and his silver,  

and his precious things, 

 and took nothing with him,  

save it were his family, and provisions, and tents,  

and he departed into the wilderness; 

 

1:30 And he came down by the borders  
near the shore of the Red Sea; 

1:31 And he traveled in the wilderness 

in the borders which were nearer the Red Sea; 

1:32 And he did travel in the wilderness with his family  

which consisted of my mother Sariah, and my elder brothers, who were Laman, Lemuel, and Sam. 

1:33 And it came to pass that when he had traveled three days in the wilderness, he pitched his tent in a valley by the side of a river of water. 

 

 

1:54 And inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall prosper, and shall be led to a land of promise;  

yea, even a land which I have prepared for you;  

yea, a land which is choice above all other lands. 

(Increasing Explanation). 

  



 Lehi’s Tent 1:46 And my father dwelt in a tent. 

   

 Cry to God, heart 
softened 

1:47 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, being exceeding young, nevertheless being large in stature, and also 
having great desires to know of the mysteries of God, 1:48 Wherefore I did cry unto the Lord; and behold he 
did visit me, and did soften my heart that 

 Nephi Believes I did believe all the words which had been spoken by my father;  

 Nephi does not Rebel wherefore I did not rebel against him like unto my brothers. 

 Sam Believes 1:49 And I spake unto Sam, making known unto him the things which the Lord had manifested unto me by his 
Holy Spirit. 1:50 And it came to pass that he believed in my words; 

 Brothers do not believe 1:51 But behold Laman and Lemuel would not hearken unto my words: 

 Prayer to God because 
brothers hearts 
hardened 

1:52 And being grieved because of the hardness of their hearts, I cried unto the Lord for them. 

 God answers Prayer 1:53 And it came to pass that the Lord spake unto me, saying, Blessed art thou Nephi, because of thy faith, for 
thou hast sought me diligently, with lowliness of heart. 

 Keep Commandments 
and you will prosper 

1:54 And inasmuch as ye shall keep my commandments, ye shall prosper, and shall be led to a land of 
promise; yea, even a land which I have prepared for you; yea, a land which is choice above all other lands. 

 Brothers Rebel 1:55 And inasmuch as thy brethren shall rebel against thee, they shall be cut off from the presence of the 
Lord. 

 Prosperity for Believing 1:56 And inasmuch as thou shalt keep my commandments, thou shalt be made a ruler and a teacher over thy 
brethren. 

 If Brothers Rebels but 
Nephi OK, no Scourge 

1:57 For behold, in that day that they shall rebel against me, I will curse them even with a sore curse, and 
they shall have no power over thy seed, except they shall rebel against me also. 

 If Nephites rebel, then 
scourge 

1:58 And if it so be that they rebel against me, they shall be a scourge unto thy seed, to stir them up in the 
ways of remembrance. 

 Lehi’s Tent 1:59 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, returned from speaking with the Lord, to the tent of my father. 

 



1 Nephi 1:100  

 let us be strong like unto Moses; for he truly spake unto the waters of the Red Sea,  

and they divided hither and thither,  

and our fathers came through out of captivity on dry ground,  

and the armies of Pharaoh did follow 

 and were drowned  

in the waters of the Red Sea. 

(Freed from Captivity/Drown;  Our Fathers/Armies of Pharoah; Dry Ground/Waters) 

 

 

1:146 And it came to pass that after we had come down into the wilderness unto our 

father,  

behold he was filled with joy,  

and also my mother Sariah was exceeding glad,  

for she truly had mourned because of us;  

for she had supposed that we had perished in the wilderness; 

 

 

1:147 And she also had complained against my father, 
telling him that he was a visionary man; saying,  
Behold thou hast led us forth from the land of our inheritance,  

and my sons are no more,  
and we perish in the wilderness. 

1:148 And after this manner of language had my mother complained against my father. 

  



 

Obtain the 
Records 

1:152 And after this manner of language did my father Lehi comfort 
my mother Sariah concerning us, while we journeyed in the 
wilderness up to the land of Jerusalem,  
to obtain the record of the Jews. 

Sariah’s Joy 
Full 

1:153 And when we had returned to the tent of my father, behold 
their joy was full, and my mother was comforted; 

Sariah Speaks 1:154 And she spake, saying, Now I know of a surety that the Lord 
hath commanded my husband to flee into the wilderness; 

God’s Power 
Acknowledged 

1:155 Yea, and I also know of a surety that the Lord hath protected 
my sons, and delivered them out of the hands of Laban, and gave 
them power whereby they could accomplish the thing which the Lord 
hath commanded them. 

Sariah Spoke 1:156 And after this manner of language did she speak. 

Parents Joy 
Full 

1:157 And it came to pass that they did rejoice exceedingly, and did 
offer sacrifice and burnt offerings unto the Lord; and they gave 
thanks unto the God of Israel. 

Searched the 
Records 

1:158 And after they had given thanks unto the God of Israel,  
my father Lehi took the records which were engraven upon the 
plates of brass, and he did search them from the beginning. 

 

 

 

  



 

1:164 And it came to pass that my father Lehi also found upon the plates of brass a 

genealogy of his fathers; 

1:165 Wherefore he knew that he was a descendant of Joseph;  

yea, even that Joseph who was the son of Jacob, who was sold into Egypt,  

and who was preserved by the hand of the Lord,  

that he might preserve his father Jacob and all his household from perishing with famine. 

1:166 And they were also led out of captivity and out of the land of Egypt,  

by that same God who had preserved them. 

1:167 And thus my father Lehi did discover the genealogy of his fathers. 

 

 

1:169 And now when my father saw all these things he was filled with the Spirit,  

and began to prophesy concerning his seed;  

that these plates of brass  

should go forth unto all nations, kindreds, tongues and people,who 

were of his seed. 

1:170 Wherefore he said that these plates of brass should never perish,  

neither should they be dimmed any more by time. 

1:171 And he prophesied many things concerning his seed. 

 

 

1 Nephi 1:172 And it came to pass that thus far I and my father had kept the 

commandments wherewith the Lord had commanded us. 

(Commandments/commanded;  I and my father/us) 

 

 

 

 

1 Nephi 2:5 Wherefore the things which are pleasing unto the world,  

I do not write,  

but the things which are pleasing unto God 

 and unto those who are not of the world. 

 

2:13 And it came to pass in the which rebellion they were desirous to return unto the land 

of Jerusalem. 

2:15 How is it that ye have not hearkened unto the word of the Lord? 

2:16 How is it that ye have forgotten that ye have seen an angel of the Lord? 

2:17 Yea, and how is it that ye have forgotten what great things the Lord hath done for us  

in delivering us out of the hands of Laban,  

and also that we should obtain the record? 

2:18 Yea, and how is it that ye have forgotten that the Lord is able to do all things 

according to his will, for the children of men,  

if it so be that they exercise faith in him;  

wherefore let us be faithful to him. 

2:19 And if it so be that we are faithful to him, we shall obtain the land of promise;  

and ye shall know at some future period that the word of the Lord shall be fulfilled 

concerning the destruction of Jerusalem;



2 Nephi 12:97  

There is nothing which is secret,  

save it shall be revealed;  

There is no work of darkness,  

save it shall be made manifest in the light;  

And there is nothing which is sealed upon earth,  

save it shall be loosed- 

 

1 Nephi 3:11-12  (Staircase Parallelism, Increasing) 

And my father said he should baptize in Bethabara, beyond Jordan; 
 

 and he also said he should baptize with water;  
 

even that he should baptize the Messiah with water. 
 
And after he had baptized the Messiah with water,  

he should behold and bear record that he had baptized the Lamb of God,  

who should take away the sins of the world. 

1 Nephi 3:14-19  

A Israel Reject Messiah 3:14 And also concerning the dwindling of the Jews in 
unbelief. 
3:15 And after they had slain the Messiah who 
should come, and after he had been slain, he should 
rise from the dead 

B Will manifest himself to 
Gentiles 

and should make himself manifest by the Holy Ghost 
unto the Gentiles. Yea, even my father spake much 
concerning the Gentiles, 

C House of Israel, 
Compared to Olive Tree 

and also concerning the house of Israel, that they 
should be compared like unto an olive tree 

 Broken off/Scattering , whose branches should be broken off,  

D Israel Scattered on all 
earth 

and should be scattered upon all the face of the 
earth. 

x Lead to Land of Promise 
Fulfills the Word of the 
Lord 

3:17 Wherefore he said it must needs be that we 
should be led with one accord into the land of 
promise, unto the fulfilling of the word of the Lord 

D’ Lehi’s Family Scattered that we should be scattered upon all the face of the 
earth. 

C’ After Israel Scattered, 
Gathering again 

3:18 And after the house of Israel should be 
scattered,  they should be gathered together again; 

B’ After Jesus manifest to 
Gentiles  

3:19 Or, in fine, after the Gentiles had received the 
fullness of the gospel,  

 Remnants of Israel, 
Compared to Olive Tree 

the natural branches of the olive tree, or the 
remnants of the house of Israel, 

A’ Israel Returns to Christ Should be grafted in, or come to the knowledge of 
the true Messiah, their Lord and their Redeemer. 

  (Scattering/Broken Off; Scattering/gathering; grafted 
in/Come to True Knowledge; Israel/Gentiles; 
Gentiles/Israel, natural branches/remnants) 
First shall be last; last shall be first. 
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1 Nephi 3:26-30 

A They way to Obtain 
Knowledge is by 
the Power of the 
Holy Ghost 

1 Nephi 3:26 I, Nephi, was desirous also that I might see, 
and hear, and know of these things, by the power of the 
Holy Ghost,  
 

B The Gift of God which is the gift of God 

C Comes to those 
Who Seek him 

unto all those who diligently seek him,  

D From the Beginning 
TO Future 

as well in times of old as in the time  

E Christ Manifest to 
world 

That he should manifest himself unto the children of men;   

X He is Unchangable 
THROUGH ALL 
TIME, The Way 
Prepared 

For he is the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever. 3:28 
And the way is prepared from the foundation of the world, 

E World Comes to 
Christ through 
Repentance 

if it so be that they repent and come unto him; 

C’ Diligently Seek him 3:29 For he that diligently seeketh shall find; 

B’ The Gifts of God as 
mysteries manifest 

3:30 And the mysteries of God shall be unfolded unto 
them 

A’ Understand 
Mysteries by the 
Power of the Holy 
Ghost 

by the power of the Holy Ghost,  

 

(The verses compare the Gift of the Holy Ghost which has been 

prepared since the beginning and will be till the end of time, to 

learn of God, to understand his Mysteries; Chiefly, that He has 

prepared Repentance as the way we might come to him, for those 

who diligently seek him.) 

 

1 Nephi 3:33-35  (Staircase Parallelism) 
Therefore remember, O man,  

for all thy doings thou shalt be brought into judgment. 
Wherefore, if ye have sought to do wickedly in the days of your probation,  
then ye are found unclean before the judgment seat of God; 

And no unclean thing can dwell with God;  
wherefore ye must be cast off for ever. 
 
All doings>Sought Wickedly>Judged>cast Off forever.

 
3:45  

And behold, this thing shall be given unto thee for a sign,  

that after thou hast beheld the tree which bore the fruit which thy father tasted,  

thou shalt also behold a man descending out of heaven;  

and him shall ye witness;  

and after ye have witnessed him,  

ye shall bear record that it is the Son of God.  

 

1 Nephi 3:206-207  

And that great pit which hath been digged for them by that great and abominable church,  

which was founded by the devil and his children, 

 that he might lead away the souls of men down to hell; 

Yea, that great pit which hath been digged for the destruction of men,  

shall be filled by those who digged it,  

unto their utter destruction,  

saith the Lamb of God; 

 

 Behold, he shall see and write the remainder of these things; 

3:241 Yea, and also many things which have been; 

3:242 And he shall also write concerning the end of the world; 

3:243 Wherefore, the things which he shall write are just and true; 

3:244 And behold, they are written in the book which thou beheld proceeding out of the 

mouth of the Jew; 

3:245 And at the time they proceeded out of the mouth of the Jew, or,  

at the time the book proceeded out of the mouth of the Jew,  

the things which were written were plain and pure,  

and most precious and easy to the understanding of all men. 



2 Nephi 1:98  

Even the forbidden fruit in opposition to the tree of life,  

the one being sweet  

and the other bitter; 

 

 

 

Mosiah 8:82  

"He is the light and the life of the world;  

Yea, a light that is endless,  

that can never be darkened;  

Yea, and also a life which is endless,  

that there can be no more death. 

Mosiah 11:192  

I was in the darkest abyss,  

but now I behold  

the marvelous light of God! 

 

Alma 3:12  

Behold, they were  

in the midst of darkness,  

Nevertheless, their souls were  

illuminated by the light  

of the everlasting word; 
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Alma 14:95  

Yea, they were  

encircled about with  

everlasting darkness and destruction;  

but behold, he has brought them into his everlasting light, 

 yea, into everlasting salvation;  

and they are encircled about with  

the matchless bounty of his love: 

 

 

Infused only exists in Book of Mormon 

Alma 12:133-134  

He knew that the dark veil of unbelief  

being cast away from his mind,  

And the light which did light up his mind,  

which was the light of the glory of God  

which was a marvelous light of His goodness- 

Yea, this light had infused such joy into his soul,  

the cloud of darkness having been dispelled-  

And the light of everlasting light was lit up in his soul, 

 

 

Alma 14:81  

Behold, I answer for you-  

For our brethren, the Lamanites,  

were in darkness, yea, even in the darkest abyss,  

But behold how many of them are brought to behold the 

marvelous light of God! 

 

 

 

 

 

Alma 14:95  

Yea, they were encircled about  

with everlasting darkness and destruction,  

But behold, He hath brought them  

into His everlasting light,  

yea, into everlasting salvation,  

And they are encircled about 

 with the matchless bounty of His love. 
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Alma 15:55 

I ought not to harrow up in my desires,  

the firm decree of a just God,  

for I know that he granteth unto men  

according to their desire,  

whether it be unto death  

or unto life;  

yea, I know that he allotteth unto men,  

yea, decreeth unto them 

 decrees which are unalterable,  

according to their wills;  

whether they be unto salvation  

or unto destruction; 

 

Alma 19:109  

And thus cometh about the salvation  

and redemption of men,  

and also their destruction  

and misery;  

therefore, O my son, whosoever will come, may come, and 

partake of the waters of life freely; 

 

(Parallelism of repetition) 

Alma 14:113  

And we have entered into their houses and taught them,  

and we have taught them in their streets;  

=>yea, and we taught them upon their hills  

and we have also entered into their temples and their synagogues and 

taught them; 

 

2 Nephi 11:114-115  

And he denieth none  

that come unto him,  

black and white,  

bond and free,  

male and female;  

And he remembereth the heathen,  

and all are alike unto God, 

 both Jew and Gentile. 
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AN ULTIMATE PARALLEL: 

FLESH/SPIRIT//THE SON/THE FATHER 

Mosiah 8:32  And thus  

the flesh becoming subject to the Spirit,  

or the Son to the Father,  

being one God,  

suffereth temptation and yieldeth not to the temptation,  

But suffereth Himself to be mocked and scourged and cast out and 

disowned by His people. 

 

Mosiah 8 

28 And now Abinadi saith unto them:  
 
"I would that ye should understand that God Himself shall come down 
among the children of men and shall redeem His people; 

 
29 And because He dwelleth in flesh, He shall be called the Son of 
God; 

 
30 And having subjected the flesh  
to the will of the Father, being the Father and the Son-  
The Father,  

because He was conceived by the power of God,  
and the Son,  

because of the flesh,  
thus becoming the Father and Son  
 

31 And They are one God, yea, the Very Eternal 
Father of heaven and of earth 

 
32 And thus the flesh  
becoming subject to the Spirit, 
 or the Son to the Father, being one God, (A/B//A’/B’/C) 
 

suffereth temptation and yieldeth not to the temptation (the will 
of the flesh overcome) 
 

, But suffereth Himself to be mocked and scourged and cast out and 
disowned by His people. 
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3 Nephi 5:92  

Old things are done away,  

and all things have become new; 

 therefore I would that ye should be  

perfect even as I, or your Father who is  

in heaven is perfect. 

 

 

2 Nephi 11:146  

And again it shall come to pass, that the Lord shall say unto 

him that shall read the words that shall be delivered him,  

Forasmuch as this people  

draw near unto me with their mouth, 

   and with their lips do honor me,  

but have removed their hearts  

far from me, and their fear towards me is taught by the 

precepts of men,  

therefore, I will proceed to do a marvelous work among this 

people; 
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2 Nephi 3:30-36  

. 
Behold, my soul delighteth  

in the things of the Lord;  

and my heart pondereth continually  

upon the things which I have seen and heard. 

Nevertheless, the great goodness of the Lord,  

in showing me his great and marvelous works,  

my heart exclaimeth,  

O wretched man that I am; yea 

my heart sorroweth because of my flesh. 

My soul grieveth because of mine iniquities. 

I am encompassed about because of the temptations and the 

sins which doth so easily beset me. 

 And when I desire to rejoice, 

 my heart groaneth because of my sins; 

nevertheless, I know in whom I have trusted. 

My God hath been my support;  

he hath led me  

through mine afflictions in the wilderness; and 

he hath preserved me  

upon the waters of the great deep. 

He hath filled me  

with his love, even unto the consuming of my flesh. 

 

2 Nephi 3:43-50 

  

And why should I yield to sin,  
because of my flesh? 

Yea, why should I give way  
to temptations,  

 
the evil one 
 
have place in my heart, to 

 
destroy my peace and  
 
afflict my soul? 
 
Why am I angry because of mine enemy? 
 
Awake, my soul! No longer droop in sin. 
 
Rejoice, O my heart, and  

give place no more for the enemy of my soul. 
 
Do not anger again,  

because of mine enemies. 
Do not slacken my strength,  

because of mine afflictions. 
Rejoice, O my heart,  

and cry unto the Lord, and say, O Lord 

I will praise thee for ever; yea, 

my soul will rejoice in thee,  

my God, and the rock of my salvation. 
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Alma 19:74  

Behold, I say unto you,  

Wickedness never  

was happiness. 

 

Alma 14:39-41  

 And now behold, since it has been as much as we could do to 
get our stains taken away from us,  

and our swords are made bright, 
Let us hide them away that they may be kept bright, as 
a testimony to our God at the last day, or at the day that 
we shall be brought to stand before him to be judged, 
that  
 
we have not stained our swords in the blood of our 
brethren since he imparted his word unto us,  
 
and has made us clean thereby. 
 

41 And now my brethren, if our brethren seek to destroy us, 

behold, we will hide away our swords; yea, even we will bury 

them deep in the earth, that they may be kept bright, as a 

testimony that we have never used them, at the last day; and if 

our brethren destroy us, behold, we shall go to our God and 

shall be saved. 

 

2 Nephi 14:11  

For if ye would hearken unto the Spirit which teacheth a man to 
pray  

ye would know that ye must pray  
For the evil spirit teacheth not a man to pray  

but teacheth him that he must not pray 

2 Nephi 15  

And you that will not partake of the goodness of God and respect the 
words of the Jews,  

And also my words and the words which shall proceed forth out 
of the mouth of the Lamb of God, 

Behold, I bid you an everlasting farewell,  
for these words shall condemn you at the last day, 

 

Moroni 10:16  

Neither can ye be saved in the kingdom of God,  

if ye have not faith;  

neither can ye if ye have no hope;  

and if ye have no hope,  

ye must needs be in despair; 

 and despair cometh because of iniquity. 

 

Mormon 3:20  

O ye fair  

sons and daughters, ye  

fathers and mothers, ye  

husbands and wives,  

ye fair ones, How is it that ye could have fallen! 

 

2 Nephi 11:113  

And He inviteth them all to come unto Him  

and partake of His goodness; 

 

114And He denieth none that come unto Him-  
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black and white,  

bond and free,  

male and female; 

115 And He remembereth the heathen; And all are alike unto 

God- 

both Jew and Gentile. 

3 Nephi 5:82  

But verily I say unto you, swear not at all-  

neither by heaven,  

for it is God's throne,  

nor by the earth,  

for it is His footstool,  

Neither shalt thou swear by thy head,  

because thou canst not make one hair black or white; 

 

2 Nephi 2:9  

That the Messiah should be made manifest unto them in the latter days  

in the Spirit of power,  

Unto the bringing of them out of darkness unto light-  

yea, out of hidden darkness,  

and out of captivity  

unto freedom. 

 

2 Nephi 8:90  

Wo unto them that call evil good  

and good evil!  

That put darkness for light  

and light for darkness;  

that put bitter for sweet  

and sweet for bitter. 

 

 

(Isaiah) 2 Nephi 8:100 And in that day they shall roar 
against them like the roaring of the sea. And if they look 
unto the land, Behold, darkness and sorrow; And 
the light is darkened in the heavens thereof. 

(Isaiah) 2 Nephi 9:62 The people that walked 
in darkness have seen a great light; They that dwell in 
the land of the shadow of death- upon them hath 
the light shined. 

 

2 Nephi  11:15  

And as one generation hath been destroyed among the Jews  

because of iniquity,  

Even so have they been destroyed from generation to generation  

according to their iniquities; 

(Singular/Plural, Increasing Stairstep) 

(A,B,C//C,B,A) 

And as one generation 
   hath been destroyed  
     Among the Jews because of iniquity, 
     Even so have they  
   Been destroyed  
from generation to generation according to their iniquities; 
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A JEWS RETURN TO LAND OF 
INHERITANCE AFTER SCATTERING 

11:20 And notwithstanding that they have been carried away,   they shall return again and possess the Land of 
Jerusalem;   
Wherefore, they shall be restored again to the lands of their inheritance. 

B WARRING/FIGHTING 11:21 But behold, they shall have wars and rumors of wars;  

C GOD COMES TO EARTH TO DIE THEY 
DON’T BELIEVE 
 

And when the day cometh that the Only Begotten of the Father,  
yea, even the Father of heaven and of earth, shall manifest Himself unto them in the flesh,   
Behold, they will reject Him because of priestcrafts and the hardness of their hearts and the stiffness of their necks  
11:22 Behold, they will crucify Him.   
 And after that He is laid in a sepulcher for the space of three days, 

X RISE FROM DEAD WITH HEALING TO 
ALL WHO BELIEVE 

He shall rise from the dead with healing in His wings;  
      And all they that shall believe on His name shall be saved in the kingdom of God;    
11:23 Wherefore, my soul delighteth to prophesy concerning Him,  
     For I have seen His day and my heart doth magnify His holy name. 

C’ JESUS RISES FROM THE DEAD TO SAVE 
THOSE WHO BELIEVE 

11:24 And behold, it shall come to pass that after the Messiah hath risen from the dead and hath manifested Himself 
unto His people,   unto as many as will believe on His name, 

B’ WARRING/FIGHTING Behold, Jerusalem shall be destroyed again,  
For wo unto them that fight against God and the people of His church! 

A’ JEWS SCATTERED FROM LAND OF 
INHERITANCE AGAIN 

11:25 Wherefore, the Jews shall be scattered among all nations,   
Yea, and also Babylon shall be destroyed;   
Wherefore, the Jews shall be scattered by other nations, 



2 Nephi 12:97  

There is nothing which is secret,  

save it shall be revealed;  

There is no work of darkness,  

save it shall be made manifest in the light;  

And there is nothing which is sealed upon earth,  

save it shall be loosed- 

 

2 Nephi 14:5  

Wherefore, now after that I have spoken these words, If ye cannot understand them, 

 it will be because ye ask not,  

neither do ye knock;  

Wherefore, ye are not brought into the light,  

but must perish in the dark. 

 

Word Pair—Humble/Humility (Note this is a beautiful word pair, which does not exist in 
the English translation of the OT, and only once in the NT.) 

Mosiah 2:21  
And humble yourselves,  

even in the depths of humility,  
calling on the name of the Lord daily,  

And standing steadfastly in the faith of that which is to come  
which was spoken by the mouth of the angel. 

 
Mosiah 9:154 (A/B//) Staircase Parallelism 
And they did humble themselves, 

even in the depths of humility;  
And they did cry mightily to God,  

Yea, even all the day long did they cry unto their God,  
that He would deliver them out of their afflictions. 

 
Alma 29:51 
And many were softened because of their afflictions, insomuch that they did humble 
themselves before God,  

even in the depth of humility. 
 

Helaman 2:123  
Yea, and many did preach with exceeding great power and authority,  

Unto the bringing down many of them  
    into the depths of humility,  
    to be the humble  
followers of God and of the Lamb. 
 

1 Peter 5:5  

Likewise, ye younger,  
submit yourselves unto the elder.  

Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility:  
for God resisteth the proud,  
and giveth grace to the humble. 
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Mosiah 8:82-83  

"He is the light and the life of the world;  

Yea, a light that is endless,  

that can never be darkened;  

Yea, and also a life which is endless, 

 that there can be no more death. 

 "Even this mortal shall put on immortality,  

And this corruption shall put on incorruption  

and shall be brought to stand before the bar of God,  

To be judged of Him according to their works,  

whether they be good  

or whether they be evil. 

"If they be good,  

to the resurrection of endless life and happiness;  

And if they be evil,  

to the resurrection of endless damnation, 

Alma 19:67  
And if his works are evil,  
they shall be restored unto him for evil.  

Therefore, all things shall be restored to its proper order- everything to 
its natural frame, mortality raised to immortality,  

corruption to incorruption,  

Raised to endless happiness, to inherit the kingdom of God,  

Or, to endless misery, to inherit the kingdom of the devil; 

 
Alma 19:70  
These are they that are redeemed of the Lord,  
Yea, these are they that are taken out,  
that are delivered from that endless night of darkness.  
 
And thus they stand or fall,  
For behold, they are their own judges,  
whether to do good or do evil. 

 

79 "And now, if Christ had not come into the world,  

speaking of things to come as though they had already come, 
there could have been no redemption; 
 

80 And if Christ had not risen from the dead,  

or have broken the bands of death 

 that the grave should have no victory  

and that death should have no sting,  

there could have been no resurrection. 

 
81 "But there is a resurrection;  

Therefore, the grave hath no victory,  

And the sting of death  

is swallowed up in Christ. 

 

1 Nephi 5:130  

"He ruleth high in the heavens,  

for it is His throne  

and this earth  

is His footstool. 

 

1 Nephi 6:20  

Mine hand hath also  

laid the foundation of the earth,  

And My right hand hath spanned the heavens.  

And I called unto them, And they stand up together. 
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Mosiah 1:102  

'And He shall be called Jesus Christ,  

the Son of God,  

the Father of heaven and of earth,  

the Creator of all things from the beginning;  

And His mother shall be called Mary; 

 

Mosiah 8:82-89  

He is the light and the life of the world;  

Yea, a light that is endless,  

that can never be darkened;  

Yea, and also a life which is endless,  

that there can be no more death. 

Even this mortal shall put on immortality,  

And this corruption shall put on incorruption  

and shall be brought to stand before the bar of God,  

To be judged of Him according to their works,  

whether they be good  

or whether they be evil. 

If they be good,  

to the resurrection of endless life and happiness;  

And if they be evil,  

to the resurrection of endless damnation,  

Being delivered up to the devil who hath subjected them,  

which is damnation, 

Having gone according to their own carnal wills and desires,  

Having never called upon the Lord  

while the arms of mercy were extended toward them; 

For the arms of mercy were extended toward them  

and they would not,  

They being warned of their iniquities  

and yet they would not depart from them, 

And they were commanded to repent  

and yet they would not repent. 

And now, had ye not ought to tremble and repent of your sins And remember,  

only in and through Christ ye can be saved.
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Alma 19:101-105 

Now if there was no law given if a man murdered, (that) he should die,  

Would he be afraid he should die if he should murder? 

And also, if there was no law given against sin,  

men would not be afraid to sin; 

And if there was no law given, if men sinned,  

what could justice do?  

or mercy either?  

For they would have no claim upon the creature. 

But there is a law given,  

and a punishment affixed,  

and repentance granted,  

which repentance mercy claimeth;  

Otherwise, justice claimeth the creature  

and executeth the law,  

And the law inflicteth the punishment;  

If not so, the works of justice would be destroyed  

and God would cease to be God. 

But God ceaseth not to be God, 

 And mercy claimeth the penitent,  

And mercy cometh because of the atonement;  

And the atonement bringeth to pass the resurrection of the dead, 

 And the resurrection of the dead bringeth back men into the presence of God. 

 

  



Alma 19:91-107 

Therefore, as they had become carnal, sensual and devilish by nature, This probationary 
state became a state for them to prepare- It became a preparatory state. 
92 And now remember, my son, if it were not for the plan of redemption-laying it aside-  

As soon as they were dead,  
their souls were miserable,  
being cut off from the presence of the Lord. 

And now, there was no means to reclaim men from this fallen state  
which man had brought upon himself because of his own disobedience; 

Therefore, according to justice, the plan of redemption could not be brought about,  
only on conditions of repentance of men in this probationary state,  
yea, this preparatory state; 

 For, except it were for these conditions,  
mercy could not take effect, except it should destroy the work of justice; 

Now the work of justice could not be destroyed-  
If so, God would cease to be God. 

96 And thus we see that all mankind were fallen And they were in the grasp of justice,  
yea, the justice of God which consigned them forever to be cut off from His 
presence. 

97 And now the plan of mercy could not be brought about except an atonement should be 
made;  

Therefore, God Himself atoneth for the sins of the world to bring about the plan 
of mercy  
to appease the demands of justice,  

that God might be a perfect just God, 
 and a merciful God also. 

Now repentance could not come unto men except there were a punishment,  
which also was as eternal as the life of the soul should be,  

Affixed opposite to the plan of happiness,  
which was as eternal also as the life of the soul. 

Now how could a man repent,  
except he should sin?  

How could he sin,  

if there was no law?  

How could there be a law,  

save there was a punishment? 

Now there was a punishment affixed and a just law given  

which brought remorse of conscience unto man. 

Now if there was no law given, if a man murdered, (and) he should die,  

Would he be afraid he should die if he should murder? 

And also, if there was no law given against sin,  

men would not be afraid to sin; 
And if there was no law given, if men sinned,  

what could justice do? or mercy either?  
For they would have no claim upon the creature. 
But there is a law given,  

and a punishment affixed,  
and repentance granted,  

which repentance mercy claimeth;  

Otherwise, justice claimeth the creature  
and executeth the law,  

And the law inflicteth the punishment; 
If not so, the works of justice would be destroyed  

and God would cease to be God. 
105 But God ceaseth not to be God, 

And mercy claimeth the penitent,  
And mercy cometh because of the atonement;  

And the atonement bringeth to pass the resurrection of the dead,  
 

And the resurrection of the dead bringeth back men into the presence of God. 
 
And thus they are restored into His presence,  

to be judged according to their works,  

according to the law and justice;  

For behold, justice exerciseth all his demands,  

And also mercy claimeth all which is her own;  

And thus, none but the truly penitent are saved. 

What! Do ye suppose that mercy can rob justice?  

I say unto you, nay, not one whit;  

If so, God would cease to be God! 

GRAMMAR—as soon as they were dead (past tense of future) 



Alma 19:108-111 

And thus God bringeth about His great and eternal purposes  

which were prepared from the foundation of the world. 

And thus cometh about the salvation and the redemption of men,  

And also their destruction and misery.  

Therefore, O my son, whosoever will come, may come  

and partake of the waters of life freely; 

And whosoever will not come, 

 the same is not compelled to come,  

But in the last day  

it shall be restored unto him according to his deeds- 

If he hath desired to do evil  

and hath not repented in his days,  

Behold, evil shall be done unto him,  

according to the restoration of God. 

(I Love how the poetry explains the RESTORATION OF GOD.  WITHOUT 
REPENTANCE< WE ARE RESTORED TO EVIL!!)



 A But behold, the bands of death 

   B shall be broken, 

     C and the Son reigneth, 

       D and hath power over the dead; 

         E therefore, he bringeth to pass the resurrection of the dead. 

           F And there cometh a resurrection, 

             G even a first resurrection; 

               H yea, even a resurrection of those that have been, and who are, and who shall be, 

                 I even until the resurrection 

                    J of Christ— 

                    J for so shall he be called. 

                  I And now, the resurrection 

                H of all the prophets, and all those that have believed in their words, or all those that have kept the commandments of God, 

              G shall come forth in the first resurrection; 

            F therefore, they are the first resurrection. 

          E They are raised to dwell with God who has redeemed them; 

        D thus they have eternal life 

      C through Christ, 

   B who has broken 

 A the bands of death. (chiasmus) 



  



 

Helaman 3:120 "Behold, I give unto you 
power that  

whatsoever ye shall seal on earth  

shall be sealed in heaven,  

And whatsoever ye shall loose on earth  

shall be loosed in heaven;  

And thus shall ye have power among this 
people. 

 

Helaman 5:66 And also that ye might know 
of the coming of Jesus Christ,  

the Son of God,  

the Father of heaven and of earth, 

 the Creator  

of all things from the beginning; And that ye 
might know of the signs of His coming, to 
the intent that ye might believe on His 
name; 

 

 

11:67 And mountains shall cover them,  

and whirlwinds shall carry them away,  

and buildings shall fall upon them,  

and crush them to pieces  

and grind them to powder; 

 

11:152 For shall the works say of him that made it, 

He made me not? 

11:153 Or shall the thing framed say of him that 

framed it, He had no understanding? 

 

11:155 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of 

the book; and the eyes of the blind shall see out of 

obscurity and out of darkness:. 

11:157 For assuredly as the Lord liveth, they shall see 

that the terrible one is brought to nought, and the scorner 

is consumed, and all that watch for iniquity are cut off; 

and they that make a man an offender for a word, and lay 

a snare for him that reproveth in the gate, and turn aside 

the just for a thing of nought. 

 

12:77 For behold, I say unto you, That as many of the 

Gentiles as will repent, are the covenant people of the 

Lord; and as many of the Jews as will not repent, shall be 

cast off; 

 

12:88 And with righteousness shall the Lord God 

judge the poor, and reprove with equity, for the meek 

of the earth. 

12:89 And he shall smite the earth with the rod of his 

mouth; and with the breath of his lips shall he slay the 

wicked; 

 

12:92 And then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, and 

the leopard shall lie down with the kid; and the calf, and 

the young lion, and the fatling, together; and a little child 

shall lead them. 
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12:95 They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy 
mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the sea 
 

12:96-98 
 

Wherefore, the things of all nations shall be made 

known: yea,  

  all things shall be made known unto the children 

of men. 

    There is nothing which is secret,  

    save it shall be revealed;  

       there is no work of darkness,  

       save it shall be made manifest in the light;  

     and there is nothing which is sealed upon the 

earth,  

     save it shall be loosed. 

   Wherefore, all things which have been revealed 

unto the    children of men,  

shall at that day be revealed; 

 

 

2 Nephi 6:42  

But, behold,  

the righteous,  

the saints of the Holy One of Israel,  

they who have believed in the Holy One of Israel;  

they who have  

endured the crosses of the world, and  

despised the shame of it;  

they shall inherit  

the kingdom of God,  

which was prepared for them from the foundation of 

the world:  

and their joy shall be full for ever. 
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Mosiah 2:20  

Even so  

I would that ye should remember,  

and always retain in remembrance,  

the greatness of God,  

and your own nothingness,  

and his goodness and long suffering towards you 

unworthy creatures, 

 

Helaman 4:57  

O how great  

is the nothingness  

of the children of men;  

yea, even they are less than the dust of the earth. 

 

Mosiah 8:22  

He was oppressed,  

and he was afflicted,  

yet he opened not his mouth:  

he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter,  

and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb,  

so he opened not his mouth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Helaman 4:59-60 Yea, behold,  

at his voice  

doth the hills and the mountains  

tremble and quake; and  

by the power of his voice  

they are broken up, and become smooth,  

yea, even like unto a valley; Yea, 

by the power of his voice  

doth the whole earth shake; yea,  

by the power of his voice,  

doth the foundations rock,  

even to the very center; 

 

(See Hebrew Poetry P 119 Reflexive Anti-
Congruence) Mountains + tremble and 
quake//become smooth + like a valley. 

(Reversed sequence, opposite sign) 

 

By Breaking down sentences into their 
components –subject, object, verb and verb 
modifier, four basic sentences emerge: 

 

Most Hebrew poetry consists of Relatively short 
sentence of two brief clauses 

____/____// 

First part, pause, Second part, bigger pause. 
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Helaman 4:48-57  

And thus we can behold how false, and also the 

unsteadiness of the hearts of the children of men; yea, 

we can see that the Lord in his great infinite goodness,  

doth bless and prosper those who put their trust in him; 

Yea, and we may see at the very time when he doth 

prosper his people; yea,  

in the increase of their fields, their flocks, and their 

herds,  

and in gold, and in silver, and in all manner of 

precious things  

of every kind, and art; 

Sparing their lives, and  

delivering them out of the hands of their enemies;  

softening the hearts of their enemies,  

that they should not declare wars against them;  

yea, and in fine,  

doing all things for the welfare and happiness of his 

people; 

 

Yea, then is the time that they  

do harden their hearts, and  

do forget the Lord their God, and  

do trample under their feet the Holy One;  

yea,  

and this because of  

their ease, and  

their exceeding great prosperity. 

 

And thus we see, that  

except the Lord doth chasten his people  

with many afflictions, yea,  

except he doth visit them  

with death, and  

with terror, and  

with famine, and  

with all manner of pestilences,  

they will not remember him. 

O how foolish,  

and how vain,  

and how evil,  

and devilish,  

and how quick to do iniquity,  

and how slow to do good,  

are the children of men; 

Yea, how  

quick to hearken unto the words of the evil one,  

and to set their hearts upon the vain things of 

the world; yea, how  

quick to be lifted up in pride; yea, how  

quick to boast,  

and do all manner of that which is iniquity; 

And  

how slow are they to remember the Lord their God, 

and to give ear unto his counsels; yea,  

how slow to walk in wisdom's paths! 

 

 

Behold,  

they do not desire that the Lord their God,  

who hath created them,  

should rule and reign over them;  

notwithstanding his great goodness and his 

mercy towards them;  

they do set at nought his counsels,  

and they will not that he should be their guide. 

O how great  

is the nothingness  

of the children of men;  

yea, even they are less than the dust of the earth. 
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 Helaman 4:73  

Yea, who shall be consigned to a state of endless 

misery,  

fulfilling the words which say,  

They that have done good,  

shall have everlasting life; and  

they that have done evil,  

shall have everlasting damnation.  

And thus it is. Amen. 

 

John 3:36  (See Hebrew Poetry P 119 Reflexive Anti-

Congruence) 

And he who  

believeth on the Son  

hath everlasting life;  

and shall receive of his fullness.  

But he who  

believeth not the Son,  

shall not receive of his fullness;  

for the wrath of God is upon him. 

(See Hebrew Poetry P 119 Reflexive Anti-Congruence) 
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Mosiah 3:12-13  

And it shall come to pass that whosoever doeth this  

     shall be found at the right hand of God,  

          For he shall know the name by which he is 

called,  

   For he shall be called by the name of 

Christ. 

And now it shall come to pass that  

               whosoever shall not take upon them the 

name of Christ  

must be called by some other name;  

Therefore, he findeth himself on the left hand of God. 

(A,B,C//-C, -B, -A) 

 

Helaman 5:86  

He hath given unto you  

that ye might know good from evil, and 

he hath given unto you  

that ye might choose life or death,  

and ye can do good  

and be restored  unto that which is good,  

or have that which is good  

restored unto you;  

or ye can do evil,  

and have that which is evil restored unto you. 

 

3 Nephi 11:33  

If they be good,  

to the resurrection of everlasting life;  

and if they be evil,  

to the resurrection of damnation,  

being on a parallel,  

the one on  

the one hand,  

and the other on  

the other hand,  

according to  

the mercy,  

and the justice,  

and the holiness  

which is in Christ,  

who was before the world began. 

 

(Another ultimate Hebrew poetic parallel—even using 

the name ‘parallel’ to describe the parallel of eternal life). 

Remember, in Hebrew it is not the words that rhyme but 

the ideas. 

Can be the same or can be opposite. 
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Helaman 3:63 But behold,  

ye have rejected the truth,  

and rebelled against your holy God;  

and even at this time, instead of  

laying up for yourselves treasures in heaven,  

where nothing doth corrupt,  

and where nothing can come which is unclean,  

ye are heaping up for yourselves wrath  

against the day of judgment;  

Yea, even at this time ye are ripening,  

because of your murders,  

and your fornication and wickedness,  

for everlasting destruction;  

yea, and except ye repent, it will come unto you soon; 

 

2 Nephi 3 

3:29 For my soul delighteth in the scriptures,  

and my heart pondereth them, and writeth 

them  

for the learning and the profit of my children. 

_____\ _____ \ _____\\ 

3:30 Behold,  

my soul delighteth in the things of the Lord;  

and my heart pondereth continually upon the things 

which I have seen and heard. 

3:31 Nevertheless,  

the great goodness of the Lord,  

in showing me his great and marvelous works,  

my heart exclaimeth,  

O wretched man that I am; yea,  

my heart sorroweth  

because of my flesh.  

My soul grieveth  

because of mine iniquities. 

_____\ _____ \ _____\\ 

 

I am encompassed about because of the temptations 

and the sins which doth so easily beset me. 

And when I desire to rejoice,  

my heart groaneth because of my sins;  

nevertheless, I know in whom I have trusted. 

My God hath been my support;  

he hath led me through mine afflictions in the 

wilderness; and  

he hath preserved me upon the waters of the great 

deep. 

He hath filled me with his love,  

even unto the consuming of my flesh. 

 

He hath confounded mine enemies,  

unto the causing of them to quake before me. 

Behold,  

he hath heard my cry  

by day, and  

he hath given me knowledge  

by visions in the night time. 

 

And by day have I waxed bold in mighty prayer before 

him;  

yea, my voice have I sent up on high;  

and angels came down and ministered unto me. 

_____\ _____ \ _____\\ 

 

And upon the wings of his Spirit  

hath my body been carried away  

upon exceeding high mountains. 

And mine eyes have beheld great things;  

yea, even too great for man;  

therefore I was bidden that I should not write them. 
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3:42  

O then,  

if I have seen so great things;  

if the Lord in his condescension unto the children of 

men,  

hath visited me in so much mercy,  

_____\ _____ \ _____\\ 

 

why should my heart weep, and  

my soul linger in the valley of sorrow, and  

my flesh waste away, and  

my strength slacken,  

because of mine afflictions? 

 

And why should I  

yield to sin, because of my flesh?  

Yea, why should I  

give way to temptations, 

that the evil one have place in my heart,  

to destroy my peace and  

afflict my soul? 

(building of flesh, heart, peace, soul) 

Why am I angry because of mine enemy? 

Awake, my soul!  

No longer droop in sin. 

_____ \ _____\\ 

Rejoice, O my heart,  

and give place no more for the enemy of my 

soul. 

Do not anger again,  

because of mine enemies. 

Do not slacken my strength,  

because of mine afflictions. 

Rejoice, O my heart, and  

cry unto the Lord, and say, O Lord, I will praise thee for 

ever;  

yea, my soul will rejoice in thee, my God,  

and the rock of my salvation. 

3:51 O Lord,  

wilt thou redeem my soul? 

Wilt thou deliver me  

out of the hands of mine enemies? 

Wilt thou make me  

that I may shake at the appearance of sin? 

May the gates of hell be shut continually before me,  

because that my heart is broken and my spirit is 

contrite? 

O Lord,  

wilt thou not shut the gates of thy righteousness 

before me,  

that I may walk in the  

path of the low valley,  

that I may be strict  

in the plain road? 

O Lord,  

wilt thou encircle me around  

in the robe of thy righteousness? 

O Lord,  

wilt thou make a way for mine escape  

before mine enemies? 

Wilt thou make my path straight before me? 

Wilt thou not place a stumbling block in my way? But 

that  

thou wouldst clear my way before me,  

and hedge not up my way, 

 but the ways of mine enemy. 

 

O Lord,  

I have trusted in thee, and 



 I will trust in thee for ever. 

 

I will not put my trust  

in the arm of flesh;  

for I know that cursed is he  

that putteth his trust  

in the arm of flesh. 

Yea, cursed is he that 

 putteth his trust in man,  

or maketh flesh his arm. 

Yea, I know that  

God will give liberally to him that asketh. 

Yea, my  

God will give me,  

if I ask not amiss:  

therefore  

I will lift up my voice  

unto thee; yea,  

I will cry unto thee,  

my God, the rock of my righteousness. 

Behold,  

my voice shall for ever ascend up  

unto thee,  

my rock and mine everlasting God. Amen. 

(See Hebrew Poetry P 119 , ending is Reflexive Anti-

Congruence) 

Analysis 

I will lift up (lift up) my voice (voice)   

unto thee; yea,  

I will cry unto thee,  

my God, (to God) 

the rock of my righteousness. (God is the 

Rock)   

Behold,  

my voice shall (voice)  for ever ascend up (lift up)   

unto thee,  

my rock (God is the Rock)   

and mine everlasting God. (to God)   

Amen. 

Lift, Voice 

God, Rock; 

Rock, God, 

Voice, Lift



  

 O then, if I have seen so great things,  A   

CONDESCENSION FOR SALVATION If the Lord in His condescension unto the children of men hath visited me in so much mercy,  B _____/_____//  

SOUL WEEPS Why should my heart weep and my soul linger in the valley of sorrow?  AB  Asking  a question 

FLESH WEAK, STRENGTH SLACKENED And my flesh waste away and my strength slacken because of mine afflictions? C _____/_____/_____//  

YIELDING TO SIN IS ANGER And why should I yield to sin because of my flesh? Yea, why should I give way to temptations,   _____/_____//  

ENEMY PRESENT IN HIS HEART, SOUL AFFLICTED that the evil one have place in my heart , to destroy my peace and afflict my soul?  _____/_____//  

CENTER: THE ENEMY OF THE SOUL Why am I angry because of mine enemy?    

THE ANTIDOTE FOR THE SOUL Awake, my soul! no longer droop in sin;  _____/_____//  

HEART REJOICES Rejoice, O my heart!     

ENEMY REMOVED, SOUL STRENGTHENED and give place no more for the enemy of my soul;    

DON'T GIVE IN TO ANGER BECAUSE OF ENEMIES Do not anger again because of mine enemies;    

STRENGTH NOT SLACKENED Do not slacken my strength because of mine afflictions;    

HEART PRAISES Rejoice, O my heart! and cry unto the Lord and say, O Lord, I will praise Thee forever!     

SOUL REJOICES Yea, my soul will rejoice in Thee,     

THE LORD IS SALVATION My God and the Rock of my salvation.    

SAVLATION IS BEING REDEEMED O Lord, wilt Thou redeem my soul?    



2 Nephi 6:10 

For it behooveth the great Creator  

that he suffereth himself  

to become subject unto man in the flesh,  

and die for all men,  

that all men  

might become subject unto him. 

 

(a, b/a, b 

)Parallelism is fixed in the Book of Mormon vs 

King James which poetry is lost. 

Isaiah 54:5  

For thy Maker is thine husband;  

The Lord of hosts is his name;  

and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel;  

The God of the whole earth shall he be called. 

 

Book of Mormon 

For  

thy maker,  

thy husband,  

the Lord of Hosts is his name;  

and  

thy Redeemer,  

the Holy One of Israel 

the God of the whole earth  shall he be called. 
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2 Nephi 12:19  

Wo unto them that  

turn aside the just  

for a thing of nought, and  

revile against that which is good, and  

say that it is of no worth: 

 

Helaman 3:18  

O repent ye,  

repent ye!  

why will ye die?  

Turn ye,  

turn ye  

unto the Lord your God.  

Why has he forsaken you? 
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When you declare Joseph Smith simply read a book and plagiarized, remember your accusations are hurled at a 19th century teenager who 

lacked a secondary education. 

 

Reflexive Congruence   a1    a2   //    a2    a1  

Reflexive Anti-Congruence  a1    a2   //   -a2   -a1 

Parallelism    a1    a2   //    a1    a2 

Proper Anti-Congruence  a1    a2   //   -a1   -a2 

(these combinations and permutations apply to sets larger than 4-compoent sets, but for clarity only 4 are used. 

1. Parallelism (proper congruence): same sequence, same sign 

a1,a2,a3…// a1,a2,a3…  

 Example Jer 51:27 Raise a standard in the land, 

    Blow a trumpet among the nations. 

2. Chiasm or Mirror Symmetry (reflexive Congruence)    

a1,a2,a3…// …a3,a2,a1  

 Example PS 107:16  

  For He has shattered   

doors of bronze 

   And bars of iron  

he has snapped. 

3. Proper anti-congruence (same sequence, opposite sign) 

a1,a2,a3…// -a1,-a2,-a3…  

Example PS 85:12 (with gender and semantic reversal) 

Fidelity (f)  from the earth (f)  will spring up (+), 

And justice (-f)  from the sky (-f)  will peer down (-).  

 

 

 



4. Reflexive anti-congruence (chiastic): reverse sequence, opposite sign 

a1,a2,a3…// -a3,-a2,-a1  

Example PS 37:30 

 The just man’s mouth mutters  wisdom 

 (m)   (m)  (m) 

 His tongue  speaks  justice 

 (-m)   (-m)  (m) 

 

It is important to know there are invariants outside a set which are not affected by changes within a set. 

 

 

The most popular of the 40 types available to a Hebrew poet is a recurrent use of a relatively short sentence form that consists of two brief 

clauses.  The clauses are separated by a slight pause – slight because the second it a continuation of the first, an d not a wholly new beginning. 

By contrast, the second ends in a full pause, the structure might be emphasized as: 

 

_________/_________// 

With the single slash representing the pause, and the double slash representing the final  pause (long). 

What those pauses actually embody is the subjoined, hence emphatic character of B’ 

 

B, by being connected to A—carrying it further, echoing it, restating it—it does not matter which—has an emphatic, ‘seconding’ aspect,, and it is 

this, more than any aesthetic of symmetry or parallelism, which is at the heart of Hebrew Poetry.  (Classical Hebrew Poetry pp 118-121). 

 

Poetry wasn’t used as a way to just ‘write’ history, but when the content had a meaningful lesson. 

(Classical Hebrew Poetry p. 57) 

  



Tyndale Bulletin 28 (1977) 155-169.  

DEUTERONOMY AND UGARITIC STUDIES*  

By P. C. CRAIGIE  

The discovery of the Ugaritic texts proved to be of great importance for Old Testament Studies. During the last fortyfive years, as the first texts have 

been studied in detail and as new discoveries have been made, more and more light has been brought to bear upon difficulties and obscurities 

contained in the Hebrew text. But, as is often the case, there has been a tendency in the wake of new discoveries to overestimate their importance 

and to go to extremes in their application in comparative studies. 

 

III. PARALLEL WORD PAIRS IN DEUTERONOMY  

 

32 One of the most prolific areas of development in the comparative study of Hebrew and Ugaritic poetry is to be found in the matter of parallel word 

pairs which are common to Ugaritic and Hebrew poetry. Although the study of such pairs has been going on for more than forty years, it has been 

given considerable impetus by the work of M. Dahood, first in his 3-volume commentary on the Psalms, and more recently in his contributions to RSP 

I and II respectively. Dahood's purpose, which presupposes his hypothesis, is to recover 

 

  



Heaven, Earth 

1 Nephi 1:13 And it came to pass that when my father had read and saw many great and marvelous things, he did exclaim many things unto the Lord; 
such as, 

 Great and marvelous are thy works,  

O Lord God Almighty!  

Thy throne is high in the heavens,  

and thy power,  

and goodness,  

and mercy  

are over all the inhabitants of the earth;  

and because thou art merciful,  

thou wilt not suffer those  

who come unto thee 

 that they shall perish! 
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1 Nephi 5:126-130  

Behold,  

the Lord hath created the earth  

that it should be inhabited; 

And he hath created his children,  

that they should possess it. 

(a, b, c // -c, -b, -a) 

 

And he raiseth up a righteous nation;  

and destroyeth the nations of the wicked. 

(a, b // -b, -a) 

And he leadeth away the righteous  

into precious lands,  

and the wicked he destroyeth,  

and curseth the land unto them for their sakes. 

(a, b, c // -b, -a, -c) 

 

He ruleth high in the heavens,  

for it is his throne,  

and this earth  

is his footstool. 

(a, b // -b, -a) 
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1 Nephi 5:112-116  

5:112 And  

notwithstanding they being led,  

the Lord their God, their Redeemer, going before them,  

leading them by day and  

giving light unto them by night, and  

doing all things for them which were expedient for man to receive, they  

hardened their hearts, and  

blinded their minds, and  

reviled against Moses  

and against the true and living God. 

 

And it came to pass that  

according to his word,  

he did destroy them; And  

according to his word,  

he did lead them; And  

according to his word,  

he did do all things for them; 

And there was not anything done,  

save it were by his word. 
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Behold, the Lord esteemeth all flesh in one. 

He that is righteous, is favored of God. 

But behold, this people had rejected every word of God,  

and they were ripe in iniquity;  

and the fullness of the wrath of God was upon them; 

 

And the Lord did curse the land against them,  

and bless it unto our fathers;  

yea, he did curse it against them  

unto their destruction; 

And he did bless it unto our fathers,  

unto their obtaining power over it. 

(-a, -b / a , b       -a, -b, -c // a, b, c) 

 

  



5:131 And he loveth those  

who will have him to be their God. 

5:132 Behold,  

he loved our fathers;  

and he covenanted with them,  

yea, even Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob:  

and he remembered the covenants which he had made; 

5:133 Wherefore,  

he did bring them out of the land of Egypt,  

and he did straighten them in the wilderness with his rod,  

for they hardened their hearts,  

even as ye have;  

and the Lord straightened them because of their iniquity. 

5:134  

He sent fiery-flying serpents among them;  

and after they were bitten,  

he prepared a way that they might be healed; 

5:135 And the labor which they had to perform was to look!  

and because of the simpleness of the way, 

 or the easiness of it,  

there were many who perished. 

5:136  

And they did harden their hearts from time to time,  

and they did revile against Moses,  

and also against God; 

5:137 Nevertheless,  

ye know that they were led forth by his matchless power into the land of promise. 



5:138 And now,  

after all these things,  

the time has come that they have become wicked,  

yea, nearly unto ripeness; 

5:139 And I know not but they are at this day about to be destroyed; 

5:140  

For I know that the day must surely come that they must be destroyed,  

save a few only who shall be led away into captivity; 

5:141  

Wherefore,  

the Lord commanded my father  

that he should depart into the wilderness; 

 

Egyptians led out, Lehi led out. 

  



Word Pair  

Sow/reap  and PLOW/REAP 

https://jbqnew.jewishbible.org/assets/Uploads/314/314_Sowreap2.pdf 

 

TWO FUNDAMENTAL WORD-PAIRS: SOW/REAP AND PLOW/REAP  

RONALD T. HYMAN  

The study of word-pairs arose within the sizable literature on biblical poetry because word-pairs were often viewed as a subpoint of the better-known 

concept of parallelism in poetic lines. 

 

Mosiah 5:49 And again, he saith, If my people shall sow filthiness, they shall reap the chaff thereof, in the whirlwind; and the effects thereof, is poison. 

 

Mosiah 5:50 And again, he saith, If my people shall sow filthiness, they shall reap the east wind, which bringeth immediate destruction. 

https://jbqnew.jewishbible.org/assets/Uploads/314/314_Sowreap2.pdf 

A consequence of behavior: Sow/reap and plow/reap can refer to the concept of behavioral consequences. If farmers do not sow, then they cannot reap the 

crops that will provide food. The consequence of not sowing is not reaping. The use of sow/reap and plow/reap to stand for the concept that consequences 

arise from a person's behavior appears several times in prophecy and wisdom literature. In Hosea 10:12, the prophet urges the people of Israel to reform 

their ways. He encourages Israel by saying: Sow righteousness for yourselves; reap according to lovingkindness. Hosea in the very next verse, 10:13, uses the 

plow/reap word 

Ether 4:74 And they did make all manner of tools to till the earth, both to plow and to sow, to reap and to hoe, and also to thrash. 

 

https://jbqnew.jewishbible.org/assets/Uploads/454/jbq_454_Landauwordpair.pdf 

 

https://jbqnew.jewishbible.org/jbq-past-issues/2000-2010/314-october-december-2003/ 

 

https://jbqnew.jewishbible.org/assets/Uploads/314/314_Sowreap2.pdf 

Alma 1:128 That they might reap their rewards according to their works, whether they were good or whether they were bad, to reap eternal happiness 
or eternal misery, according to the spirit which they listed to obey, whether it be a good spirit or a bad one; 
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Alma 7:42 Therefore prepare ye the way of the Lord, for the time is at hand that all men shall reap a reward of their works, according to that which they 
have been: 

Alma 7:43 If they have been righteous, they shall reap the salvation of their souls, according to the power and deliverance of Jesus Christ; 

Alma 7:44 And if they have been evil, they shall reap the damnation of their souls, according to the power and captivation of the devil. 

Alma 14:84 Behold, the field was ripe, and blessed are ye, for ye did thrust in the sickle, and did reap with your mights, yea, all the day long did ye 
labor; 

Alma 16:173 Then my brethren ye shall reap the rewards of your faith, and your diligence, and patience, and long suffering, waiting for the tree to bring 
forth fruit unto you. 
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https://jbqnew.jewishbible.org/assets/Uploads/314/314_Sowreap2.pdf 

(Our word-pairs are mostly used negatively when they appear with figurative meaning. For example, Hosea says: They sow the wind, and they 

shall reap the whirlwind (Hos. 8:7). On the other hand, our word-pairs can also refer figuratively to the positive, good times to come. To 

depict the bright possible future after the Israelites change their behavior, Amos prophesies a bountiful time when the plowman shall meet the 

reaper (Amos 9:13). Mention of these word-pairs is able to bring a host of associations to mind immediately in order to set the context for the 

material at hand. 

 

2 Nephi 4:15 And the Lord was with us; and we did prosper exceedingly: for we did sow seed, and we did reap again in abundance. 

 

2 Nephi 11:75 And they sell themselves for nought; for, for the reward of their pride, and their foolishness, they shall reap destruction; 

 

Alma 1:128 That they might reap their rewards according to their works, whether they were good or whether they were bad, to reap eternal happiness 
or eternal misery, according to the spirit which they listed to obey, whether it be a good spirit or a bad one; 

 

Alma 7:43 If they have been righteous, they shall reap the salvation of their souls, according to the power and deliverance of Jesus Christ; 

Alma 7:44 And if they have been evil, they shall reap the damnation of their souls, according to the power and captivation of the devil.
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6:152 Now we will compare the word unto a seed. 

16:153 Now if ye give place, that a seed may be planted in your heart, behold, if it be a true seed, or a good seed, if ye do not cast it out by your 
unbelief, that ye will resist the Spirit of the Lord, behold, it will begin to swell within your breasts; 

16:154 And when you feel those swelling motions, ye will begin to say within yourselves, It must needs be that this is a good seed, or that the word is 
good, for it beginneth to enlarge my soul; yea, it beginneth to enlighten my understanding; yea, and it beginneth to be delicious to me. 

16:155 Now behold, would not this increase your faith? I say unto you, Yea; nevertheless it hath not grown up to a perfect knowledge. 

16:156 But behold, as the seed swelleth, and sprouteth, and beginneth to grow, then ye must needs say, that the seed is good; for behold it swelleth, 
and sprouteth, and beginneth to grow. 

16:157 And now behold, will not this strengthen your faith? Yea, it will strengthen your faith, for ye will say, I know that this is a good seed, for behold, it 
sprouteth and beginneth to grow. 

16:158 And now behold, are ye sure that this is a good seed? I say unto you, Yea; for every seed bringeth forth unto its own likeness; therefore, if a 
seed groweth, it is good, but if it groweth not, behold, it is not good; therefore it is cast away. 

16:159 And now, behold, because ye have tried the experiment, and planted the seed, and it swelleth, and sprouteth, and beginneth to grow, ye must 
needs know that the seed is good. 

16:160 And now behold, is your knowledge perfect? Yea, your knowledge is perfect in that thing, and your faith is dormant; 

16:161 And this because you know; for ye know that the word hath swelled your souls, and ye also know that it hath sprouted up, that your 
understanding doth begin to be enlightened, and your mind doth begin to expand. 

16:162 O then, is not this real? I say unto you, Yea; because it is light; and whatsoever is light, is good, because it is discernible; therefore ye must 
know that it is good. 

16:163 And now behold, after ye have tasted this light, is your knowledge perfect? Behold, I say unto you, Nay; neither must ye lay aside your faith, for 
ye have only exercised your faith to plant the seed, that ye might try the experiment, to know if the seed was good. 

16:164 And behold, as the tree beginneth to grow, ye will say, let us nourish it with great care, that it may get root, that it may grow up and bring forth 
fruit unto us. 

16:165 And now behold, if ye nourish it with much care, it will get root, and grow up, and bring forth fruit. 

16:166 But if ye neglect the tree, and take no thought for its nourishment, behold, it will not get any root; and when the heat of the sun cometh and 
scorcheth it, because it hath no root, it withers away, and ye pluck it up and cast it out. 

16:167 Now this is not because the seed was not good, neither is it because the fruit thereof would not be desirable. 

16:168 But it is because your ground is barren, and ye will not nourish the tree; therefore ye can not have the fruit thereof. 

16:169 And thus it is if ye will not nourish the word, looking forward with an eye of faith to the fruit thereof, ye can never pluck of the fruit of the tree of 
life. 

 

 



 

Chiasm Teaching Everlasting Life by Comparing it to a Tree we must plant/nourish, so we may taste. 
 ALMA 16:170-174 
A NOURISH THE WORD  16:170 But if ye will nourish the word,  

 
B FAITH, DILIGENCE,   yea, nourish the tree as it beginneth to grow, by your  

faith with great diligence, and with patience, 
 

C HOPE FOR REWARD    looking forward to the fruit thereof,  
it shall take root;  
 

D THE HOPE FOR 
EVERLASTING LIFE IN 
CHRIST IS THE TREE 
 

    and behold, it shall be a tree  
springing up unto everlasting life; 

E WALKING THE WALK SO THE 
TREE CAN GROW 

     And because of your  
diligence and your faith and your patience with the word  
in nourishing it that it may take root in you, 
 

X  THE LOVE OF GOD, 
EVERLASTING LIFE 

      behold, by and by, 
ye shall pluck the fruit thereof,  
which is most precious, 
 

E’ THE FRUIT OF THE TREE IS 
EVERLASTING LIFE, THE 
LOVE OF GOD, THE GIFT 
BEYOND UNDERSTANDING 

     which is  
sweet above all that is sweet, and which is  
white above all that is white; yea, and  
pure above all that is pure; 
 

D’ BECAUSE THE TREE GREW 
WHICH REPRESENTS 
EVERLASTING LIFE 

    And ye shall feast upon this fruit, even until ye are filled,  
that ye hunger not,  
neither shall ye thirst. 
 

C’ OBTAIN THE REWARD OF 
ETERNAL LIFE 

   Then my brethren  
ye shall reap the rewards of your faith  
 

B’ BECAUSE OF  
FAITH, DILIGENCE, 

  and your diligence and  
patience and  long suffering, 
 

A’ RESULT OF NOURISHING                     
THE WORD 

 waiting for the tree  
to bring forth fruit unto you. 

 

 

  



Moroni 8:28-29   
For  
repentance is unto them that are under condemnation and under the curse of a broken law; 
And the first fruits of  
repentance is  
baptism, And  
baptism cometh by  
faith, unto the  
fulfilling the commandments, And the  
fulfilling the commandments bringeth  
remission of sins, And the  
remission of sins bringeth  
meekness and lowliness of heart, And because of  
meekness and lowliness of heart cometh  
the visitation of the Holy Ghost,  
Which Comforter  
filleth with hope and  
perfect love,  
Which love endureth  
by diligence unto prayer until the end shall come  

when all the saints shall dwell with God. (I.E. won’t be under the curse anymore) 
 
 2 Nephi 12:67-72 (Progressive Parallelism and Chiasm) 
 
 "For behold, I shall speak unto the Jews  

and they shall write it; 
  
And I shall also speak unto the Nephites,  

and they shall write it; 
  
And I shall also speak unto the other tribes of the house of Israel  

which I have led away,  
and they shall write it; 

  
And I shall also speak unto all the nations of the earth,  

and they shall write it. 
 

And it shall come to pass that  
the Jews  

 shall  have the words of  
the Nephites,  
And the Nephites  

shall have the words of 
 the Jews; 
 
And the Nephites and the Jews 

 shall have the words of  
the lost tribes of Israel;  
And the lost tribes of Israel  

shall have the words of the  
Nephites and the Jews.  



The concept of behavioral consequences appears twice in Proverbs with our word-pairs. Proverbs 20:4 says: In winter the lazy man will not plow and at 

reaping-time he will seek but there will be nothing. Proverbs 22:8 teaches that: he who sows injustice shall reap misfortune. In these examples from Hosea, 

Proverbs, and Job the moral message is that people reap what they plow and sow, and sometimes they reap consequences even more dire than what they 

plow and sow. Therefore, to understand the consequences that appear in their lives, people must reflect on how they have acted.  

Lines with flexible word order: 

 As noted earlier, parallelism is of interest in poetic expression.  

The standard parallel line of poetry appears as ABAB, as shown in the example that follows and contains the sow/reap word-pair. (The "A" and "B" 

words are in boldface and the word order for each verset is indicated on the left side.)  

AB Sow for yourselves righteousness,  

AB Reap according to lovingkindness (Hos. 10:12). 

 Sometimes, however, the word order of the line is reversed so that the order of the key words is ABBA.  

Three notable poetic lines, each containing one of our word-pairs, appear in ABBA form.  

AB They who sow in tears  

BA In joyous song shall they reap (Ps. 126:5).  

AB You have plowed wickedness;  

BA Iniquity you have reaped (Hos. 10:13).  

AB The plowman shall meet the reaper;  

BA The treader of grapes, the carrier of seeds ( Amos 9:13). 

 From the above four examples of parallelism, we can see that our two wordpairs are flexible in that they are able to be used in ABAB or ABBA word 

order.  

 

The use of a figurative word-pair in poetic expression to urge moral reform is natural.  

A literal use of one of the word-pairs would seem odd within a passage concerning moral behavior.  

Biblical authors understood the characteristics and functions of sow/reap and plow/reap, and they used them well. 

 

 

  



Word Pairs,  1000, 10,000 

 

Alma 1:127 And in one year were thousands and tens of thousands of souls sent to the eternal world, 

  



Masculine/Feminine contrast pairs is Hebrew poetic form. 

 

Proverbs 12:4 A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband; but she that maketh ashamed is as rottenness in his bones. 

 

Genesis 3:21 And I will put enmity between thee and the woman; between thy seed and her seed; and he shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 

bruise his heel. 

 

Proverbs 27:8 As a bird that wandereth from her nest, so is a man that wandereth from his place. 

 

Isaiah 13:10 For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light; the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the 

moon shall not cause her light to shine. 

 

Isaiah 24:2 And it shall be, as with the people, so with the priest; as with the servant, so with his master; as with the maid, so with her mistress; 

as with the buyer, so with the seller; as with the lender, so with the borrower; as with the taker of usury, so with the giver of usury to him. 

Isaiah 53:7  

He was oppressed,  

and he was afflicted,  

yet he opened not his mouth;  

he is brought as a lamb to the slaughter,  

and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb,  

so he openeth not his mouth.
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Alma 19:106  

And thus they are restored into his presence; 

to be judged according to their works;  

according to the law and justice;  

for behold,  

justice exerciseth all his demands,  

and also  

mercy claimeth all which is her own;  

and thus,  

none but the truly penitent  

are saved. 

 

Justice—HIS 

Mercy—HER 

Helaman 4:20  

And it came to pass that in the seventy and sixth year,  

the Lord did turn away His anger from the people and caused that rain should fall upon the earth,  

Insomuch that it did bring forth her fruit  

in the season of her fruit. 
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Helaman 5:75 "But behold, as I said unto you concerning another sign- a sign of His death- Behold, in that day that He shall suffer death, the sun shall be darkened and refuse to 

give her light unto you, and also the moon and the stars;  

https://blog.timesunion.com/rebdeb/sun-and-moon-and-gender/312/  

There are two words for “sun” in Hebrew.  The familiar one, shemesh שמש , is very old; it’s the word that’s used in Genesis, and it’s a masculine noun.  A lot of people have been 

asking me why the once-every-28-years Sun Blessing we recite this Wednesday (if the sun peeks out!) is called Birkat haChammah ברכת החמה instead of Birkat 

haShemesh ברכת השמש. Chammah חמה is a poetic name for the sun, a feminine noun which is not as old as shemesh שמש; I think it shows up first in Rabbinic literature, though it 

could be be as early as later in the Bible.  (Don’t have time to do a full text search for you right now.)  Chammah חמה comes from cham חם, which means “hot.” 

https://biblehub.com/str/hebrew/2535.htm 

Brown-Driver-Briggs 

ה ה — noun feminine heat, sun (poetry) ַחמָּ תוֺ  ;..Isaiah 24:23 4t ַחמָּ  — ;Psalm 19:7 ַחמָּ

1 heat of sun Psalm 19:7. 

2 = sun Job 30:28; "" נָּה  .moon Isaiah 24:23 = Isaiah 30:26 (twice in verse); Songs 6:10 ְלבָּ

Strong's Hebrew 2535 
6 Occurrences 

The FEMININE USE OF ‘SUN’ CHAMMAH IS USED BY ISAIAH WHEN DESCRIBING THE LIGHT OF THE SUN!!! THIS FEMININE DESCRIPTION IS USED ONLY 6 TIMES IN 

THE BIBLE WHILE THE TYPICAL MASCULINE ‘SUN’ IS USED, BUT THAT IS THE CORRECT WORD AS USED BY NEPHI WITH ‘HER’!! 

HOWEVER THE TYPICAL SHEMESH WORD FOR ‘SUN’ IS MASCULINE AND OCCURS 134 TIMES IN THE BIBLE.  HOW WOULD JOSEPH SMITH HAVE KNOWN TO 

CALL IT ‘HER’ WHEN DESCRIBING THE LIGHT OF THE SUN (WHICH MATCHES ISAIAH).??  https://biblehub.com/str/hebrew/8121.htm 

CHAMMAH 

Isaiah 30:26 

HEB: יִֺׁם ַתַ֔ ְבעָּ ֶ֣ה שִׁ ה֙  יְִׁהי  ֺה ְו֤אֹור ַהַַֽחמָּ  ַהַֽחַֺמַָּ֔

NAS: and the light of the sun will be seven times 

KJV: and the light of the sun shall be sevenfold, 

INT: of the sun and the light of the sun become will be seven 

8121 Shemesh 

Strong's Concordance 

shemesh: sun 

Original Word: מ ש  ש 

Part of Speech: Noun 
Transliteration: shemesh 
Phonetic Spelling: (sheh'-mesh) 
Definition: sun 
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NAS Exhaustive 

Genesis 15:17 

HEB: ֺה ָ֖ טָּ ָאה ַוֲעלָּ י ַהֶש ֶמש֙  בַָּ֔ ֤  ַויְהִׁ
NAS: It came about when the sun had set, 

KJV: And it came to pass, that, when the sun went down, 

INT: came the sun had set very 

which is typical for sunset. 

BUT!!! 

In this verse the sun is HIS!!! And it is again the correct SHEMESH masculine for the context which follows : 

2 Nephi 10:10 For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light; The sun shall be darkened in His going forth, And the 

moon shall not cause her light to shine. 

 

Isaiah 13:10 SHEMESH 

HEB: ַֺח ָ֖ ֹֺו ְויָּר  ֺך ַהֶש ֶמש֙  ְבצ אתַ֔ ַש֤ ם חָּ ָ֑  אֹורָּ

NAS: their light; The sun will be dark 

KJV: their light: the sun shall be darkened 

INT: their light will be dark the sun rises and the moon 

NOTICE THE BIBLE ONLY USES ‘HIS’ IN REFERENCE TO THE SUN, ALTHOUGH IT USES THE FEMININE WORD FOR SUN A FEW 

TIMES, BUT NEVER PAIRING IT WITH THE PRONOUN ‘HER.’   

BUT IN THE INSTANCE WHERE IT MATCHES THE SUN WITH ITS LIGHT (IN ISAIAH) IT IS THE FEMININE WORD, EXACTLY AS 

NEPHI STATES WHERE IT DOES USE THE PRONOUN ‘HER.’ 

HOW COULD JOSEPH SMITH HAVE GAMBLED ON THIS, WHEN SUN AND ‘HIS’ WAS ONLY USED IN THE BIBLE??????? 

HOW COULD YOU FLIP FLOP AND GET IT RIGHT???  JUST DUMB LUCK, OR CARELESS OVERSIGHT??? 

 

Strong's Concordance 

lebanah: moon 

Original Word: נָּה  ְלבָֺּ

Part of Speech: Noun Feminine 

Transliteration: lebanah 

Phonetic Spelling: (leb-aw-naw') 

Definition: moon 
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See also https://uhg.readthedocs.io/en/latest/gender_both.html 

Descibing BOTH FEMININE AND MASCULINE FORMS OF SUN 

 

Gender Both 

Summary 
A word is classified as “both gender” if it contains both a masculine and a feminine form, or if a single form is masculine in some 

contexts and feminine in other contexts. 

Article 

Some words appear in both a masculine and a feminine form. Other words have only one form, but that single form can be either 

grammatically-masculine or grammatically-feminine. These kinds of words are classified as “gender both”, and they are usually 

nouns or adjectives. Sometimes the context can determine the gender of a particular instance of a “gender both” noun (see examples 

below for ֶׁשֶמׁש), but sometimes the context is inconclusive (see example below for נַֹגּה). 

Examples 

A single word with both masculine and feminine forms 

In the following example, the noun אֹור (light) is masculine in form and takes grammatically-masculine verbs (י ִ֣ י and יְה  ַֽיְה   .(ַו

Example: GEN 1:3 

אֶמר ֹֹּ֥ ים  וַי ִ֖ י ֱאֹלה  ִ֣ ור יְה  י־  א ֹ֑ ַֽיְה  ור ַו ׃ א ֹֽ  

wayyomer ‘elohim yehi ‘owr wayehi-‘owr 

And-he-said God there-will-be light and-there-was_light. 

God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

https://uhg.readthedocs.io/en/latest/gender_both.html
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In the following example, the noun אֹוָרה (light) is feminine in form and takes a grammatically-feminine verb (ה  .(ָהַֽיְָתֹּ֥

Example: EST 8:16 

ים ה ַליְהּוד ִ֕ ה  ָהַֽיְָתֹּ֥ אֹוָרִ֖  

layyehudim hayethah ‘owrah 

To-the-Jews there-was light 

The Jews had light 

A single form that can be either masculine or feminine 

In the following example, the noun ֶׁשֶמׁש (sun) is grammatically feminine. 

Example: GEN 15:17 

י ִ֤ ֶמשֶּׁ֙  וַיְה  ָאה  ַהֶשֶּׁ֙ ָבָּ֔  

wayhi hashemesh ba’ah 

And-it-happened the-sun it-went 

When the sun had gone down 

In the following example, the noun ֶׁשֶמׁש (sun) is grammatically masculine. 

Example: GEN 19:23 

ֶמׁש א ַהֶשִ֖ ֶרץ  יָָצִ֣ ַעל־ָהָאָ֑  



hashemesh yatsa ‘al-ha’arets 

The-sun it-went-out over_the-earth 

The sun had risen upon the earth 

In the following example, the noun נַֹגּה (brightness) could be either masculine or feminine. 

Example: JOL 4:15 

ים ִ֖ ּו וְכֹוָכב  נְָגָהַֽם  ָאְספֹּ֥  

  

And-stars they-withdraw their-brightness 

the stars keep back their brightness 

 

 

  



 

 

3 Nephi 3:43 And thus six years had not passed away since the more part of the people had turned from their righteousness like the dog to his 

vomit, or like the sow to her wallowing in the mire.  (Dog is correctly masculine, sow if of course feminine as it refers to a female pig/swine. 

Strong's Concordance 

keleb: a dog 

Original Word: כ ל ב 

Part of Speech: Noun Masculine 

Transliteration: keleb 

Phonetic Spelling: (keh'-leb) 

Definition: a dog  

 

Moroni 7:51 And charity suffereth long, and is kind and envieth not, and is not puffed up, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil, and rejoiceth not in iniquity, but 

rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things- Wherefore, my beloved brethren, if ye have not charity ye are nothing, for charity never 

faileth; 

Strong's Concordance 

agapé: love, goodwill 

Original Word: ἀγάπη, ης, ἡ 

Part of Speech: Noun, Feminine 

Transliteration: agapé 

Phonetic Spelling: (ag-ah'-pay) 

Definition: love, goodwill 

Usage: love, benevolence, good will, esteem; plur: love-feasts.  

 

2 Nephi 5:72 For the Lord shall comfort Zion, He will comfort all her waste places;  (Zion is correctly FEMININE) 

2 Nephi 8:69 And the Lord will create upon every dwelling place of Mount Zion, And upon her assemblies, a cloud of smoke by day and the shining of a 

flaming fire by night; For upon all, the glory of Zion shall be a defense. 

From root 6723 Tsiyyah 

Strong's Concordance 

tsiyyah: dryness, drought 

http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=7075&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=8635&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=1364&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=1625&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit


Original Word: יָּה  צִׁ

Part of Speech: Noun Feminine 

Transliteration: tsiyyah 

Phonetic Spelling: (tsee-yaw') 

Definition: dryness, drought  

 

HELL: 

 

2 Nephi 8:84 Therefore, hell hath enlarged herself and opened her mouth without measure; And their glory and their multitude and their pomp and he 

that rejoiceth shall descend into it.  (Matches ISAIAH). 

 

Helaman 4:16 "O Lord, wilt Thou hearken unto me and cause that it may be done according to my words, And send forth rain upon the face of the 

earth, that she may bring forth her fruit and her grain in the season of grain? 

Earth is FEMININE 

Mormon 2:47 But now behold, they are led about by Satan, even as chaff is driven before the wind, or as a vessel is tossed about upon the waves 

without sail or anchor or without anything wherewith to steer her; And even as she is, so are they. 

VESSEL in HEBREW is SEPHINAH and FEMININE 

sephinah: a vessel, ship 

Original Word: ינָּה  ְספִׁ

Part of Speech: Noun Feminine 

Transliteration: sephinah 

Phonetic Spelling: (sef-ee-naw') 

Definition: a vessel, ship 

Jonah 1:5 

HEB: ַדַֽםֺ׃ ב ַוי רָּ ה ַויְִׁשַכָ֖ ִפינָָּ֔ י ַהסְּ ֶ֣ ל־ יְַרְכת   א 

NAS: into the hold of the ship, lain down 

KJV: into the sides of the ship; and he lay, 

INT: into the hold of the ship lain and fallen 
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Delayed Identity: 

9:86 And verily, I say unto you, I give unto you a sign, that ye may know the time when these things shall be about to take place, that I shall 

gather in from their long dispersion, my people, O house of Israel, and shall establish again among them my Zion. 

9:87 And behold, this is the thing which I will give unto you for a sign, for verily I say unto you, that when these things which I declare unto you, 

and which I shall declare unto you hereafter of myself, and by the power of the Holy Ghost, which shall be given unto you of the Father, shall be 

made known unto the Gentiles, 

9:88 That they may know concerning this people who are a remnant of the house of Jacob, and concerning this my people who shall be 

scattered by them; 

9:89 Verily, verily, I say unto you,  

When these things shall be made known unto them of the Father, and shall come forth of the Father, from them unto you,  

for it is wisdom in the Father that they should be established in this land, 

 

9:90 And be set up as a free people by the power of the Father, that these things might come forth from them unto a remnant of your 

seed, that the covenant of the Father may be fulfilled which he hath covenanted with his people, O house of Israel; 

9:91 Therefore, when these works, and the work which shall be wrought among you hereafter, shall come forth from the Gentiles unto your 

seed,  

which shall dwindle in unbelief because of iniquity; 

9:92 For thus it behooveth the Father that it should come forth from the Gentiles, that he may shew forth his power unto the Gentiles, for 

this cause, that the Gentiles, if they will not harden their hearts, that they may repent and come unto me, and be baptized in my name, 

and know of the true points of my doctrine, that they may be numbered among my people, O house of Israel: 

9:93 And when these things come to pass,  

that thy seed shall begin to know these things,  

it shall be a sign unto them, that they may know that the work of the Father hath already commenced unto the fulfilling of the covenant 

which he hath made unto the people who are of the house of Israel. 

  



 

from 
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7-31-2003 Word Pairs and Distinctive Combinations in the Book of Mormon  
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From: 

Ras Shamra Parallels: The Texts from Ugarit and the Hebrew Bible, Volume 3 

 

 

 

  



Some word pairs from Hebrew: 

“Word/Knowledge” 

 

 

 

2 Nephi 14:9 And now I, Nephi, can not say more: the Spirit stoppeth mine utterance, and I am left to mourn because of the unbelief, and the 

wickedness, and the ignorance, and the stiffneckedness of men: for they will not search knowledge, nor understand great knowledge, when it 

is given unto them in plainness, even as plain as word can be. 

 

Moroni 10:10 For behold, to one is given by the Spirit of God, that he may teach the word of wisdom; and to another, that he may teach 

the word of knowledge by the same Spirit; and to another exceeding great faith; and to another, the gifts of healing by the same Spirit.
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Alma 17:83 And now my son, see that ye take care of these sacred things; yea, see that ye look to God and live. 
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Word Pair: 

Land, Inheritance 

Or Possession, Inheritance 

Ras Shamra Parallels: The Texts from Ugarit and the Hebrew Bible, Volume 3 
By Stan Rummel 

 

 



1 Nephi 1:77 Therefore let us go down to the land of our father's inheritance, for behold he left gold and silver, and all manner of riches. 

1 Nephi 1:85 And it came to pass that we went down to the land of our inheritance, and we did gather together our gold, and our silver, and our 

precious things. 

 

1 Nephi 3:177 Which is the land that the Lord God hath covenanted with thy father that his seed should have for the land of their inheritance, will not 

utterly destroy the mixture of thy seed, which are among thy brethren; 

 

1 Nephi 5:97 Behold, these many years we have suffered in the wilderness, which time we might have enjoyed our possessions, and the land of 

our inheritance; yea, and we might have been happy; 

2 Nephi 1:7 A land which the Lord God hath covenanted with me should be a land for the inheritance of my seed. 

2 Nephi 7:17 But behold, this land, saith God, shall be a land of thine inheritance; and the Gentiles shall be blessed upon the land. 

2 Nephi 7:30 Wherefore, I will consecrate this land unto thy seed, and they who shall be numbered among thy seed, for ever, for the land of 
their inheritance: 

 

2 Nephi 2:3 

 And may the Lord consecrate also unto thee this land,  

which is a most precious land,  

for thine inheritance and  

the inheritance of thy seed with thy brethren,  

for thy security for ever, if it so be that ye shall keep the commandments of the Holy One of Israel. 
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3 Nephi 10:1 But if they will repent, and hearken unto my words, and harden not their hearts, I will establish my church among them, and they shall 
come in unto the covenant, and be numbered among this the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance, and they shall 
assist my people, the remnant of Jacob; 

3 Nephi 10:7 Yea, and then shall the work commence, with the Father, among all nations, in preparing the way whereby his people may be gathered 
home to the land of their inheritance. 

3 Nephi 13:54 And now behold, I say unto you, that when the Lord shall see fit, in his wisdom, that these sayings shall come unto the Gentiles, 
according to his word, then ye may know that the covenant which the Father hath made with the children of Israel, concerning their restoration to 
the lands of their inheritance, is already beginning to be fulfilled; 

 

Possess, inheritance 

1 Nephi 3:3 And after they should be brought back out of captivity they should possess again the land of their inheritance. 

2 Nephi 11:20 And notwithstanding they have been carried away, they shall return again, and possess the land of Jerusalem; wherefore they shall be 
restored again to the lands of their inheritance. 

Jacob 2:53 And the time speedily cometh, that except ye repent, they shall possess the land of your inheritance, and the Lord God will lead away the 
righteous out from among you. 
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Fruit, Earth 

 

 

Helaman 4:16 O Lord, wilt thou hearken unto me, and cause that it may be done according to my words,  

and send forth rain upon the face of the earth,  

that she may bring forth her fruit and her grain,  

in the season of grain? 

Helaman 4:20 And it came to pass that in the seventy and sixth year, the Lord did turn away his anger from the people,  

and caused that rain should fall upon the earth, 

 insomuch that it did bring forth her fruit  

in the season of her fruit. 
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To Put, To Give 

 

 

2 Nephi 12:39  

Cursed is he that  

putteth his trust in man, or  

maketh flesh his arm, or shall  

hearken unto the precepts of men,  

save their precepts shall be  

given by the power of the Holy Ghost. 
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There is, To Give 

 

2 Nephi 6:51  

Wherefore he hath given a law;  

and where there is no law given 

there is no punishment; 

2 Nephi 11:39  

Yea, behold, I say unto you,  

that as these things are true,  

and as the Lord God liveth,  

there is none other name  

given under heaven,  

save it be this Jesus Christ of which I have spoken,  

whereby man can be saved. 
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2 Nephi 13:31 And now behold, my beloved brethren, this is the way; and there is none other way nor name given under heaven, whereby man can be 

saved in the kingdom of God. 

 

Mosiah 3:11 There is no other name given, whereby salvation cometh, therefore, I would that ye should take upon you the name of Christ, all you that 

have entered into the covenant with God, that ye should be obedient unto the end of your lives. 

 

Alma 19:104 But there is a law given and a punishment affixed, and repentance granted; which repentance, mercy claimeth: otherwise, justice claimeth 

the creature, and executeth the law, and the law inflicteth the punishment; if not so, the works of justice would be destroyed, and God would cease to be 

God. 
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To Weep, Mourn 

 

3 Nephi 4:21 And it came to pass that it did last for the space of three days, that there was no light seen;  

and there was great mourning,  

and howling,  

and weeping among all the people continually; 

3 Nephi 4:63 And the earth did cleave together again, that it stood,  

and the mourning  

and the weeping,  

and the wailing of the people who were spared alive,  

did cease; 
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2 Nephi 1:35  

And now that my soul might have joy in you,  

and that my heart might leave this world with gladness because of you;  

that I might not be brought down with grief and sorrow to the grave, 

 

 

To Build, Heap Up 

 

 

Helaman 3:63  

But behold, ye have  

rejected the truth, and  

rebelled against your holy God;  

and even at this time, instead of  

laying up for yourselves treasures in heaven,  

where nothing doth corrupt,  

and where nothing can come which is unclean, ye are  

heaping up for yourselves wrath against the day of judgment; 
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Mormon 1:40  

And it came to pass that my sorrow did return unto me again,  

and I saw that the day of grace was past with them,  

both temporally and spiritually, for I saw thousands of them  

hewn down in open rebellion against their God, and  

heaped up as dung upon the face of the land. 

 

Ether 4:71 And they did work in all manner of  

ore, and they did make gold, and silver, and iron, and brass,  

and all manner of metals;  

and they did dig it out of the earth;  

wherefore they did  

cast up mighty heaps of earth  

to get ore, of gold, and of silver, and of iron, and of copper. 
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Bread, House 

Meat, House 

 

Alma 6:28 And it came to pass that the man received him into his house; and the man was called Amulek; and he brought forth bread and meat, and 
sat before Alma. 

Alma 6:29 And it came to pass that Alma ate bread and was filled; and he blessed Amulek and his house, and he gave thanks unto God. 
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House, Root 

 

Jacob 4:6  

And how merciful is our God unto us;  

for he remembereth  

the house of Israel,  

both roots and branches;  

and he stretches forth his hands unto them,  

all the day long;
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To Give, Set Free 

 

2 Nephi 1:119 Wherefore, men are free according to the flesh; and all things are given them which are expedient unto man. 

2 Nephi 11:103 Behold, I say unto you, Nay; but he hath given it free for all men; and he hath commanded his people that they should persuade all 
men to repentance. 
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Vineyard, Affection 

Beloved, Vineyard 

 

Jacob 3:89 And it came to pass that the Lord of the vineyard wept, and said unto the servant, What could I have done more for my vineyard? 

 

Jacob 3:89 And it came to pass that the Lord of the vineyard wept, and said unto the servant, What could I have done more for my vineyard? 
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Name, Ashamed 

 

 

Alma 21:51 Or, in other words, if they should trangress the commandments of God, or fall into transgression, and be ashamed to take upon them 
the name of Christ, the Lord should rend them even as they had rent their garments. 

Mormon 4:52 Why are ye ashamed to take upon you the name of Christ? 
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To Hear, Word 

 

 

 

2 Nephi 1:28  

Awake! and rise  

from the dust,  

and hear the words of a trembling parent,  

whose limbs ye must soon lay down 

 in the cold and silent grave,  

from whence no traveler can return;  

a few more days, and  

I go the way of all the earth. 

 

2 Nephi 7:21 For I the Lord, the King of heaven, will be their king; and I will be a light upon them forever, that hear my words. 
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2 Nephi 11:83 And after they shall have been brought down low in the dust, even that they are not, yet the words of the righteous shall be written, and 

the prayers of the faithful shall be heard, and all those who have dwindled in unbelief, shall not be forgotten; 

 

2 Nephi 11:155 And in that day shall the deaf hear the words of the book; and the eyes of the blind shall see out of obscurity and out of darkness: 

 

Jacob 2:36 Wherefore, my brethren, hear me, and hearken to the word of the Lord: For there shall not any man among you have save it be one wife; 

and concubines he shall have none: For I, the Lord God, delighteth in the chastity of women. 

 

Jacob 3:30 Behold, my brethren, do ye not remember to have read the words of the prophet Zenos, which spake unto the house of Israel, 

saying: Hearken, O ye house of Israel, and hear the words of me, a prophet of the Lord: 

Mosiah 1:39 For I have not commanded you to come up hither to trifle with the words which I shall speak, but that you should  

hearken unto me, and  

open your ears  

that ye may hear,  

and your hearts  

that ye may understand,  

and your minds  

that the mysteries of God may be unfolded to your view. 

 

 

Hearken, Give Ear 

https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/a75b/cd2ad80ca0068573aa05f871e5ffc81ea659.pdf 
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Book of Mormon  

A Wherefore. hearken.  

B 0 my people,  

B which are of the house of israel,  

A and give ear unto my words (2 Nephi 25 :4)  

and blessed are those who hearken unto my precepts,  

and lend an ear unto my counsel (2 Nephi 28:30)  

 

Hebrew (shema '1!ha Jazan)  

If thou wilt diligently hearken (shema ) to the voice of  

the Lord thy God. 

 And wilt do that which is right in his sight,  

and will give ear (hahzan) to his commandments,  

and keep all his statutes (Exodus 15 :26) but the Lord would not hearken (shema') to your voice, 66 67 189. nor give ear (hahzan) unto you. 

(Deuteronomy 1045) 

  



Cursed, Blessed 

 

 

1 Nephi 5:124  

And the Lord did  

curse the land against them, and  

bless it unto our fathers; yea, he did  

curse it against them unto their destruction; 

 

2 Nephi 3:12  

Wherefore,  

if ye are cursed,  

behold, I leave my blessing upon you,  

that the cursing may be taken from you,  

and be answered upon the heads of your parents. 
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Jacob 4:4  

And how  

blessed are they  

who have labored diligently in his vineyard;  

and how  

cursed are they  

who shall be cast out into their own place! 

 

3 Nephi 5:90  

But behold I say unto you,  

Love your enemies,  

bless them that curse you,  

do good to them that hate you, and  

pray for them who despitefully use you and persecute you, 
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Blood, Burnt Offerings 

 

 



Death, Hell 

 

Psalms 18:5  

The sorrows of hell compassed me about;  

the snares of death prevented me. 

Psalms 116:3  

The sorrows of death compassed me,  

and the pains of hell gat hold upon me;  

I found trouble and sorrow. 

 

Proverbs 5:5  

Her feet go down  

to death;  

her steps take hold  

on hell. 

Proverbs 7:27  

Her house is the way to hell,  

going down to the chambers of death. 

 

2 Nephi 6:25  

Yea, that monster, death and hell,  

which I call the death of the body,  

and also the death of the spirit. 
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2 Nephi 6:43  

O the greatness of the mercy of our God,  

the Holy One of Israel!  

For he delivereth his saints from that awful monster the devil, 

and death,  

and hell, a 

nd that lake of fire and brimstone,  

which is endless torment. 

2 Nephi 12:29 Yea, they are grasped with death and hell; 

and death, and hell, and the devil, and all that have been 

seized therewith, must stand before the throne of God and be 

judged according to their works, from whence they must go into 

the place prepared for them, even a lake of fire and brimstone, 

which is endless torment. 

Alma 3:13  

Yea, they were encircled about  

by the bands of death,  

and the chains of hell,  

and an everlasting destruction did await them. 

 

Jacob 2:65 And loose yourselves from the pains of hell, that ye may 
not become angels to the devil, to be cast into that lake of fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death. 

Alma 3:13 Yea,  

they were encircled about by the  

bands of death, and the  

chains of hell, and an  

everlasting destruction did await them. 

 

Alma 3:16  

And again I ask, Were  

the bands of death broken, and  

the chains of hell  

which encircled them about,  

were they loosed? 
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Alma 14:94-97  
 
Yea, we have reason to praise him for ever,  

for he is the most high God,  
and has loosed our brethren from the chains of hell. 
 
95 Yea, they were encircled about with everlasting darkness and destruction; 

 but behold, he has brought them into his everlasting light,  

yea, into everlasting salvation;  

and they are encircled about with the matchless bounty of his love: 

 

96 Yea, and we have been instruments in his hands, of doing this great and marvelous work;  

therefore let us glory, yea,  

we will glory in the Lord; yea,  

we will rejoice,  

for our joy is full;  

yea, we will praise our God for ever. 

 

97 Behold, who can glory too much in the Lord?  

Yea, who can say too much  

of his great power, and  

of his mercy, and  

of his long suffering towards the children of men?  

Behold I say unto you, I can not say the smallest part which I feel. 

  



Alma 14:101  

Behold, he did not exercise his justice upon us,  

but in his great mercy  

hath brought us over that everlasting gulf of death and misery,  

even to the salvation of our souls. 

 

Alma 14:102  

 And now behold, my brethren, what natural man is there,  

that knoweth these things?  

I say unto you, there is none that knoweth these things,  

save it be the penitent; 

 

Alma  14:103  

Yea, he that  

repenteth and  

exerciseth faith, and  

bringeth forth good works, and  

prayeth continually without ceasing:  

unto such it is given to know the mysteries of God;  

yea, unto such it shall be given to reveal things which never have been revealed; 

Alma  14:104   (future/past tense) 

Yea, and it shall be given unto such, to bring thousands of souls to repentance,  

even as it has been given unto us to bring these our brethren to repentance.  





ALMA 14:107  

Do ye suppose that ye can convince the Lamanites of the incorrectness of the traditions of their fathers, as stiffnecked a people as they are;  

whose hearts delight in the shedding of blood;  

whose days have been spent in the grossest iniquity;  

whose ways have been the ways of a transgressor, from the beginning? 

 

ALMA 14:113  (PRONOUMIAL SUFFIX) AND PARALLELISM BUILDING TO SYNAGOGUES 

And we have entered into their houses  

and taught them,  

and we have taught them in their streets;  

yea, and we taught them upon their hills;  

and we have also entered into their temples and their synagogues  

and taught them; 

ALMA 14:114  

And we have been cast out, and mocked, and spit upon,  

and smote upon our cheeks;  

and we have been stoned, and taken and bound with strong cords, and cast into prison;  

and through the power and wisdom of God,  

we have been delivered again: 

 

 

 

 

 



ALMA 14:125  

Now if this is boasting,  

even so will I boast;  

for this is 

my life and my light,  

my joy and my salvation,  

and my redemption from everlasting wo. 

 

ALMA 14:126  

Yea, blessed is the name of my God,  

who has been mindful of this people,  

who are a branch of the tree of Israel, 

 and has been lost from its body, in a strange land; 

  

yea, I say, blessed be the name of my God,  

who has been mindful of us wanderers in a strange land. 

 

ALMA 14:127 (BUILDING IN INTENSITY) 

Now my brethren,  

we see that God is mindful of every people,  

in whatsoever land they may be in;  

yea, he numbereth his people,  

and his bowels of mercy are over all the earth. 

 

 

ALMA 14:128  

Now this is my joy,  

and my great thanksgiving;  

yea, and I will give thanks unto my God forever. Amen. 

  



 

1 Nephi 2:51  

"Yea, and I beheld that the fruit thereof was white  

to exceed all the whiteness that I had ever seen; 

 

1 Nephi 3:46  

And it came to pass that the Spirit said unto me, Look!  

and I looked and beheld a tree; and it was like unto the tree which my father had seen;  

and the beauty thereof was far beyond, yea,  

exceeding of all beauty;  

and the whiteness thereof  

did exceed the whiteness of the driven snow. 

 

3 Nephi 9:26 (Repeated word and building intensity, also grammatical use of ‘exceed’ as adjective) 

And behold,  

the whiteness thereof did exceed all the whiteness- 

yea, even there could be nothing upon earth so white as the whiteness thereof. 
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Exceedingly 

EXCEED; EXCEEDING; EXCEEDINGLY 

https://biblehub.com/topical/e/exceeding.htm 

ek-sed': 
 
The verb is found in other than its present sense in Job 36:9 the King James Version, "They have exceeded" the 
(Revised Version (British and American)) "behaved themselves proudly"); 1 Samuel 20:41, "They. wept. until David 
exceeded" (the King James Version and the Revised Version (British and American)). In both these passages the idea 
is that of going too far, beyond proper bounds (Hebrew, respectively, gabhar, "be strong" (in the Hithpael); gadhal, 
"be great" (in the Hiphil). "Exceeding" (as an adverb with adjectives and rarely as an adjective) and "exceedingly" 
occur often as representing various expressions for the superlative in Hebrew and Greek. 

Strong's Concordance 

yattir: preeminent, surpassing 

Original Word:  יר  יַת 
Part of Speech: Adjective 

Transliteration: yattir 

Phonetic Spelling: (yat-teer') 

Definition: preeminent, surpassing 

NAS Exhaustive Concordance 

Word Origin 
(Aramaic) corresponding to Yattir 
Definition 
preeminent, surpassing 
NASB Translation 
exceedingly (1), extraordinary (4), extremely (2), surpassing (1). 

Daniel 3:22 

HEB: ֺך ל ֵּ֗ ֶ֣א אִׁ ֙א גֺ ְבַריָּ ירָּ ֶֺ֣ה יִַתִּ֑ ז  ָ֖א א   ְוַאּתּונָּ
NAS: had been made extremely hot, 

KJV: and the furnace exceeding hot, 
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IN BOOK OF MORMON, EXACTLY AS STRONG’S STATES, EXCEED/ING/INGLY IS USED AS AN ADVERB, BUT SOMETIMES ALSO AN ADJECTIVE 

1 Nephi 1:5 And it came to pass as he prayed unto the Lord there came a pillar of fire and dwelt upon a rock before him,And he saw and heard much;And 
because of the things which he saw and heard, he did quake and tremble exceedingly. 

1 Nephi 1:47 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, being exceeding young, nevertheless, being large in stature,And also having great desires to know of the 
mysteries of God, 

1 Nephi 1:66 And it came to pass that when my father had heard these words, he was exceeding glad, for he knew that I had been blessed of the Lord; 

1 Nephi 1:74 And we began to be exceeding sorrowful; And my brethren were about to return unto my father in the wilderness, 

1 Nephi 1:88 And it came to pass that when Laban saw our property, that it was exceeding great, He did lust after it insomuch that he thrust us out and 
sent his servants to slay us, that he might obtain our property. 

1 Nephi 1:109 And I beheld his sword, And I drew it forth from the sheath thereof and the hilt thereof was of pure gold, And the workmanship thereof 
was exceeding fine, And I saw that the blade thereof was of the most precious steel. 

1 Nephi 1:131 And it came to pass that when Laman saw me, he was exceedingly frightened, and also Lemuel and Sam, 

1 Nephi 1:146 And it came to pass that after we had come down into the wilderness unto our father, behold, he was filled with joy; And also my mother 
Sariah was exceeding glad, for she truly had mourned because of us, For she had supposed that we had perished in the wilderness. 

1 Nephi 1:157 And it came to pass that they did rejoice exceedingly and did offer sacrifice and burnt offerings unto the Lord; And they gave thanks unto 
the God of Israel. 

1 Nephi 2:27 And it came to pass that they did lay their hands upon me, for behold, they were exceeding wroth; And they did bind me with cords, for 
they sought to take away my life that they might leave me in the wilderness to be devoured by wild beasts. 

1 Nephi 2:43 "But behold, Laman and Lemuel, I fear exceedingly because of you, For behold, methought I saw a dark and dreary wilderness. 

1 Nephi 2:52 And as I partook of the fruit thereof, it filled my soul with exceeding great joy; 

1 Nephi 2:67 "And it came to pass that there arose a mist of darkness, yea, even an exceeding great mist of darkness, Insomuch that they which had 
commenced in the path did lose their way, that they wandered off and were lost. 

1 Nephi 2:74 And their manner of dress was exceeding fine; 

1 Nephi 2:86 And it came to pass that after my father had spoken all the words of his dream or vision, which were many, He said unto us, because of 
these things which he saw in a vision, he exceedingly feared for Laman and Lemuel- 

1 Nephi 3:38 Wherefore, as I sat pondering in mine heart, I was caught away in the Spirit of the Lord,  

yea, into an exceeding high mountain,  

A mountain which I never had before seen and upon which I never had before set my foot. 

1 Nephi 3:46 And it came to pass that the Spirit saith unto me: "Look!" And I looked and beheld a tree; And it was like unto the tree which my father had 
seen; And the beauty thereof was far beyond, yea, exceeding of all beauty; And the whiteness thereof did exceed the whiteness of the driven snow. 

1 Nephi 3:53 And I beheld the City of Nazareth; And in the City of Nazareth I beheld a virgin and she was exceeding fair and white. 

1 Nephi 3:94 And it fell; And the fall thereof was exceeding great. 

1 Nephi 3:175 And because of these things which are taken away out of the gospel of the Lamb, An exceeding great many do stumble, yea, insomuch 
that Satan hath great power over them. 

1 Nephi 3:183 And after that the Gentiles do stumble exceedingly because of the most plain and most precious parts of the gospel of the Lamb which 
hath 

1 Nephi 5:45 And it came to pass that the daughters of Ishmael did mourn exceedingly because of the loss of their father and because of their afflictions 
in the wilderness; 

1 Nephi 5:53 And it came to pass that the Lord was with us; Yea, even the voice of the Lord came and did speak many words unto them and did chasten 
them exceedingly; 

1 Nephi 5:184 Yea, they were lifted up unto exceeding rudeness. 

2 Nephi 4:18 And it came to pass that we began to prosper exceedingly and to multiply in the land; 
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2 Nephi 4:25 But the manner of the construction was like unto the Temple of Solomon, And the workmanship thereof was exceeding fine. 

Enos 1:35 And there were exceeding many prophets among us; 

Jarom 1:7 Nevertheless, God is exceeding merciful unto them and hath not as yet swept them off from the face of the land; 

Jarom 1:13 And the laws of the land were exceeding strict; 

(HERE BOTH AN ADVERB AND ADJECTIVE) 

Jarom 1:19 And we multiplied exceedingly and spread upon the face of the land, And became exceeding rich in gold and in silver, and in precious things, 
and in fine workmanship of wood, in buildings and in machinery, and also in iron and copper and brass and steel, Making all manner of tools of every kind 
to till the ground, And weapons of war- 

(http://partofspeech.org/what-part-of-speech-is-very/ 

Just like many words in the English language, the word ”very” also serves a double function. It can be used as an 
adverb or an adjective depending on the context. This word is categorized as an adverb if it is used to modify a 
verb, an adjective, or another adverb in a particular sentence.) 

In this case above, exceeding is used properly as an adverb AND adjective in the ancient Hebrew. 

Mosiah 1:29 And there were a great number, even so many that they did not number them, For they had multiplied exceedingly and waxed great in the 
land. 

Mosiah 1:68 For even at this time my whole frame doth tremble exceedingly while attempting to speak unto you; 

Mosiah 2:35 Nay, He hath poured out His Spirit upon you, And hath caused that your hearts should be filled with joy, And hath caused that your mouths 
should be stopped, that ye could not find utterance, so exceeding great was your joy. 

Mosiah 7:106 For the Spirit of the Lord was upon him and his face shone with exceeding luster, even as Moses' did while in the Mount of Sinai while 
speaking with the Lord; 

Mosiah 9:117 And it came to pass that the battle became exceeding sore, for they fought like lions for their prey. 

Alma 27:30 "And now behold, I say unto you, I fear exceedingly that the judgments of God will come upon this people because of 
their exceeding slothfulness, Yea, even the slothfulness of our government and their exceeding great neglect toward their brethren, yea, toward those 
which have been slain. 

Alma 29:59 And they began to grow exceeding rich. But notwithstanding their riches or their strength or their prosperity, they were not lifted up in the 
pride of their eyes; Neither were they slow to remember the Lord their God, But they did humble themselves exceedingly before Him; 

Alma 30:6 And it came to pass that Hagoth, he being an exceeding curious man, Therefore, he went forth and built him an exceeding large ship on the 
borders of the Land Bountiful, by the Land Desolation, 

Helaman 1:40 For there was one, Gaddianton, who was exceeding expert in many words, and a 

Helaman 1:45 Now this did please Kishcumen exceedingly, 

Helaman 2:4 And they did travel to an exceeding great distance, insomuch that they came to large bodies of water and many rivers; 

3 Nephi 1:10 Now it came to pass that when Nephi, the son of Nephi, saw this wickedness of his people, his heart was exceeding sorrowful. 

3 Nephi 9:3 Yea, and even all the night it was noised abroad concerning Jesus; And insomuch did they send forth unto the people, that there were many-
yea, an exceeding great number did labor exceedingly all that night-  

4 Nephi 1:11 And now behold, it came to pass that the people of Nephi did wax strong and did multiply exceeding fast and became an exceeding fair and 
delightsome people; 

Moroni 9:5 For so exceedingly do they anger, that it seemeth me that they have no fear of death; And they have lost their love one toward another; And 
they thirst after blood and revenge continually. 
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(A/B CONTRAST) 

1 Nephi 5:128 

And He raiseth up a righteous nation,  

And destroyeth the nations of the wicked. 

 

1 Nephi 5:130  

"He ruleth high in the heavens,  

for it is His throne  

and this earth is His footstool. 
 

1 Nephi 5:131  

"And He loveth them which will have Him to be their God; 
 

1 Nephi 5:132  

Behold, He loved our fathers,  

And He covenanted with them,  

yea, even Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,  

And He remembered the covenants which He had made; 

 

1 Nephi 5:133 Wherefore,  

He did bring them out of the Land of Egypt.  

And He did straiten them in the wilderness with His rod,  

for they hardened their hearts even as ye have;  

And the Lord straitened them  

because of their iniquity; 

 

1 Nephi 5:144  

"Ye are swift to do iniquity,  

but slow to remember the Lord your God; 

 

1 Nephi 5:146  

And He hath spoken unto you in a still small voice,  

but ye were past feeling  

that ye could not feel His words; 
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1 Nephi 5:149  

Yea, and ye know that by His word He can cause that  

rough places be made smooth and  

smooth places shall be broken up; 
 

  



REPEATED PHRASES 

1 Nephi 1:54  

And inasmuch as ye shall keep My commandments, ye shall prosper and shall be led to a Land of Promise,  

Yea, even a land which I have prepared for you,  

a land which is choice above all other lands; 

Ether 6:2  

For behold, they rejected all the words of Ether; For he truly told them of all things from the beginning of man,  

And how that after the waters had receded from off the face of this land,  

it became a choice land above all other lands,  

a chosen land of the Lord- 

 

Zechariah 8:2 

Thus saith the Lord of hosts;  

I was jealous for Zion with great jealousy,  

and I was jealous for her with great fury. 

 

2 Nephi 7:23  (contrast parallel) 

Wherefore, he that fighteth against Zion 
both Jew and Gentile,  
both bond and free,  
both male and female  

Shall perish. 

 

2 Nephi 11:113-115 

And He inviteth them all to come unto Him and partake of His goodness; 
And He denieth none that come unto Him-  

black and white,  
bond and free,  
male and female; 

And He remembereth the heathen;  
And all are alike unto God both Jew and Gentile. 

 
Alma 1:46  
And they did not set their hearts upon riches Therefore, they were liberal to all-  
both old and young,  
both bond and free,  
both male and female,  
whether out of the church or in the church-  
Having no respect to persons as to those who stood in need. 
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Alma 8:102  

Now this restoration shall come to all-  

both old and young,  

both bond and free,  

both male and female,  

both the wicked and the righteous; 

 

 

 

2 Nephi 8:13-14  

For if there be no Christ, there be no God; 

 And if there be no God, we are not,  

for there could have been no creation;  

But there is a God, And He is Christ,  

And He cometh in the fullness of His own time. 

2 Nephi 13:3  

Wherefore, the things which I have written sufficeth me,  
save it be a few words which I must speak concerning the doctrine of Christ;  

Wherefore, I shall speak unto you plainly,  
according to the plainness of my prophesying, 

1 Nephi 3:174  

And thou seest because of the many plain and precious things  
which have been taken out of the book 

which were plain unto the understanding of the children of men  
according to the plainness which is in the Lamb of God- 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Nephi 3:183  

And after that the Gentiles do stumble exceedingly  
because of the most plain and most precious parts of the gospel of the Lamb  
   which hath been kept back by that abominable church which is the mother of harlots,' 
      saith the Lamb,  
     'Wherefore, I will be merciful unto the Gentiles in that day,' saith the Lamb,  
    'Insomuch that I will bring forth unto them in Mine own power much of My gospel,  
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  which shall be plain and most precious,'  
saith the Lamb. 

Plain and Precious repeated, but Great and Abominable contrasted with ‘Mine own Power’ 
To complete the understanding of the contrasting parallelism. Also Gentiles Stumble vs Gentiles Mercy. 
All of it ‘Saith the Lamb.’ 
 
2 Nephi 6:96  
Would I be plain unto you,  
according to the plainness of the truth,  
if ye were freed from sin? 
 
2 Nephi 14:9 And now I, Nephi, cannot say more,  

the Spirit stoppeth mine utterance,  

And I am left to mourn because of the unbelief and the wickedness and the ignorance and the stiff-neckedness of men,  

For they will not search knowledge,  

nor understand great knowledge when it is given unto them in plainness,  

even as plain as word can be. 

2 Nephi 11:8  

Yea, and my soul delighteth in the words of Isaiah,  
For I came out from Jerusalem and mine eyes hath beheld the things of the Jews; 
    And I know that the Jews  
     do understand the things of the prophets,  
     And there is none other people that understand the things of the prophets 
   which were spoken unto the Jews, like unto them,  
Save it be that they are taught after the manner of the things of the Jews. 
 

2 Nephi 11:45 

And notwithstanding we believe in Christ, We keep the law of Moses  

and look forward with steadfastness unto Christ  

until the law shall be fulfilled,  

For, for this end was the law given; 

 

2 Nephi 11:15 
And as one generation  
    hath been destroyed among the Jews  

because of iniquity,  
Even so have they been destroyed 
      from generation to generation  

according to their iniquities; 
 
 

2 Nephi 11:67 

And mountains shall cover them,  
And whirlwinds shall carry them away,  
And buildings shall fall upon them 

 and crush them to pieces  
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and grind them to powder; 
shall: 3 
them: 5 

Mosiah 2:7  
And King Benjamin again opened his mouth and began to speak unto them, saying:  
My friends and  
my brethren,   
my kindred and  
my people,  
I would again call your attention that ye may hear and understand the remainder of my words which I shall speak unto you. 
my: 5 

(Isaiah)2 Nephi 9:82  

"Wo unto them that decree unrighteous decrees! And that write grievousness which they have prescribed, 
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Mosiah 2:36 "And now, if God who hath created you,  

on whom you are dependent for your lives and for all that ye have and are,  
doth grant unto you whatsoever ye ask that is right, in faith believing that ye shall receive,  
O then, how had ye ought to impart of the substance that ye have one to another! 
ye: 5 
 
2:37 "And if ye judge the man who putteth up his petition to you for your substance,  

that he perish not,  
and condemn him,  

How much more just will be your condemnation for withholding your substance  
which doth not belong to you, 
 but to God to whom also your life belongeth? 
your: 4 

2:40 "And again I say unto the poor, ye that have not and yet hath sufficient that ye remain from day to day - I mean all you that deny the beggar 
because ye have not - I would that ye say in your hearts that ' I give not because I have not, but if I had I would give. ' 
i: 7 
ye: 4 
not: 4 

2:41 "And now, if ye say this in your hearts, ye remain guiltless, Otherwise, ye are condemned and your condemnation is just, for ye covet that which 
ye have not received. 
ye: 5 

2:49 "But this much I can tell you: That if ye do not watch yourselves and your thoughts and your words and your deeds, And observe to keep the 
commandments of God and continue in the faith of what ye have heard concerning the coming of our Lord, even unto the end of your lives, Ye must 
perish. 
your: 4 

Mosiah 3:13 

And it shall come to pass that  
whosoever doeth this  
shall be found at the right hand of God,  
For he shall know the name  

by which he is called,  
For he shall be called  

by the name of Christ. 
shall: 4 

Small CHiasm 

"And now it shall come to pass that  
whosoever shall not take upon them  
the name of Christ  
must be called by some other name;  
Therefore, he findeth himself on the left hand of God. 

Small Chiasm 

Combined Chisam 

 MOSIAH 3:13-14 And it shall come to pass that whosoever doeth this 

A END UP ON GOD’S RIGHT HAND shall be found at the right hand of God,  

B SHALL KNOW THE NAME    For he shall know the name by which he is called, 

C CALLED BY NAME OF CHRIST       For he shall be called by the name of Christ. 

  And now it shall come to pass that  

C’ SHALL NOT TAKE THE NAME        whosoever shall not take upon them the name of Christ 

B’ CALLED BY ANOTHER NAME     must be called by some other name;  

A’ END UP ON GOD’S LEFT HAND Therefore, he findeth himself on the left hand of God. 

 

 

Mosiah 1:128  

'Therefore, they have drunk out of the cup of the wrath of God,  

Which justice could no more deny unto them  



than it could deny that Adam should fall because of his partaking of the forbidden fruit;  

Therefore, mercy could have claim on them no more forever. (no more forever contrast parallism) 

(CompleteֺContrastֺofֺDrinkingֺfromֺtheֺcupֺofֺGod’sֺwrath,ֺorֺdrinkingֺfromֺtheֺcupֺof his salvation) 

 

Alma 29:50  

But behold,  

because of the exceeding great length of the war  

between the Nephites and the Lamanites,  

Many had become hardened  

because of the exceeding great length of the war; 

Alma 21:57  

"And he saith:  

Even as this remnant of garment of my son  

hath been preserved,  

So shall a remnant of the seed of my son be preserved by the hand of God  

and be taken unto Himself,  

While the remainder of the seed of Joseph shall perish,  

even as the remnant of his garment. 

 

3 Nephi 5:29 (building intensity AND repeated phrases) (Jesus States) 

And there shall be no disputations among you  

as there hath hitherto been,  

Neither shall there be disputations among you concerning the points of My doctrine  

as there hath hitherto been; 

 

3 Nephi 10:29  

And all things that he spake  

hath been  

and shall be,  

even according to the words which he spake. 

3 Nephi 13:1  

"Write the things which ye have seen and heard,  

save it be those which are forbidden;  

Write the works of this people,  

which shall be even as hath been written  
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of that which hath been; 

1 Nephi 5:168  

And it came to pass that they did worship the Lord and did go forth with me;  

And we did work timbers of curious workmanship, 

 

1 Nephi 5:170-171 (Single Plural) 

Now I, Nephi, did not work the timbers  

after the manner  

which was learned by men, 

 Neither did I build the ship after the manner of man, 

But I did build it after the manner which the Lord had shown unto me;  

Wherefore, it was not after the manner of men. 

1 Nephi 5:172   

And I, Nephi,  

did go into the mount oft  

and I did pray oft unto the Lord;  

Wherefore, the Lord showed unto me great things. 

1 Nephi 5:175   

 And it came to pass that the voice of the Lord came unto my father,  

that we should arise and go down into the ship. 

 

2 Nephi 1:27  (Singular/Plural ye/children of men) 

"O that ye would awake!  

Awake from a deep sleep,  

yea, even from the sleep of hell,  

And shake off the awful chains by which ye are bound,  

which are the chains which bind the children of men,  

that they are carried away captive  

down to the eternal gulf of misery and wo! 

2 Nephi 1:28  

Awake and arise from the dust  

and hear the words of a trembling parent  

whose limbs ye must soon lay down  

in the cold and silent grave  

from whence no traveler can return-  
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A few more days and I go the way of all the earth; 

3 Nephi 11:1,3 

And now it came to pass that when Jesus had expounded all the scriptures in one which they had written,  

He commanded them that they should teach the things which He had expounded unto them. 

And it came to pass that after they were written,  

He expounded them; 

 

3 Nephi 11:28, 30  

And now it came to pass that when Jesus had told these things,  

He expounded them unto the multitude,  

And He did expound all things unto them,  

both great and small; 

And He did expound all things,  

even from the beginning  

until the time that He should come in His glory; 

 

2 Nephi 1:35  

And now, that my soul might have joy in you  

and that my heart might leave this world with gladness because of you,  

that I might not be brought down with grief and sorrow to the grave, 

 

2 Nephi 1:74  

Which layeth down His life,  

according to the flesh,  

and taketh it again,  

by the power of the Spirit, 

 

2 Nephi 11:96  

He doeth not anything,  

save it be for the benefit of the world,  

For He loveth the world,  

even that He layeth down His own life  

that He may draw all men unto Him; 

 

Isaiah 11:6  
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And then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb,  

And the leopard shall lie down with the kid,  

And the calf and the young lion  

and the fatling, together;  

And a little child shall lead them. 

 

 

2 Nephi 1:36  (Contrast Arise/Come down; Sons/Men, Intensifying, and Verb/Noun pair) 

Arise from the dust, my sons,  

and be men!  

And be determined  

in one mind and  

in one heart,  

united in all things,  

That ye may not come down into captivity,  

That ye may not be cursed with a sore cursing, 

2 Nephi 5:114 and 3 Nephi 9:75  

Shake thyself from the dust! 

 Arise!  

Sit down, O Jerusalem!  

Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck,  

O captive daughter of Zion! 

 

1 Nephi 3:216  

Either to the convincing of them unto peace and life eternal,  

Or unto the deliverance of them to the hardness of their hearts and the blindness of their minds,  

Unto their being brought down into captivity  

and also unto destruction,  

both temporally and spiritually,  

according to the captivity of the devil of which I have spoken.'" 
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2 Nephi 1:119-125  (Note CONTRASTING PARALLELISMS throughout and all within a Chiasm. 

(Free/Captive; Choose Liberty Life/Choose Captifity Death; The Great Mediator/The Devil; All things are given to men/Devil Reigns over all; keeping 

commandments/vs choosing will of the flesh) 

Wherefore, men are free,  

according to the flesh;  

And all things are given them 

 which are expedient unto man; 

And they are free to choose liberty and eternal life  

through the great Mediator of all men,  

Or to choose captivity and death,  

according to the captivity and power of the devil, 

For he seeketh that all men might be miserable like unto himself. 

And now my sons, I would that ye should look to the great Mediator 

 and hearken unto His great commandments, 

And be faithful unto His words and choose eternal life,  

according to the will of His Holy Spirit, 

And not choose eternal death, according to the will of the flesh and the evil which is therein, 

Which giveth the spirit of the devil power to captivate,  

to bring you down to hell,  

that he may reign over you in his own kingdom. 

2 Nephi 6:10  

For it behooveth the great Creator 

 that He suffereth Himself to become subject unto man in the flesh  

and die for all men,  

that all men  

might become subject unto Him; 

(Comment on Noun/Verb Parallelism from https://www.studentwritingcenter.us/hebrew-poetry-2/l.html) 

“One kind of parallelism is quite ingenious, for it hinges on the use of a single word with two entirely different meanings: one meaning 

paralleling what precedes, and the other meaning, what follows.” 

1 Nephi 3:214  

(Verb/Noun same word parallel) 

For the time cometh, saith the Lamb of God, 

 that I will work a great and a marvelous work among the children of men; 

Mosiah 7:13  

And he also caused that his workmen should work all manner of fine work within the walls of the temple-  

of fine wood and of copper and of brass; 
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3 Nephi 9:95  

For in that day, for My sake  

shall the Father work a work which shall be a great and a marvelous work among them;  

And there shall be among them which will not believe it,  

although a man shall declare it unto them. 

(Repeated words) 

Ether 4:72  

And they did work all manner of fine work. 

Ether 4:77  

And they did work all manner of work  

of exceeding curious workmanship. 

Moroni 7:53  

Wherefore, my beloved brethren, pray unto the Father with all the energy of heart,  

That ye may be filled with this love which He hath bestowed upon all who are true followers of His Son Jesus Christ,  

That ye may become the sons of God,  

That when He shall appear, we shall be like Him- for we shall see Him as He is-  

That we may have this hope, That we may be purified even as He is pure. Amen. 

Ezra 6:20 For the priests and the Levites were purified together, all of them were pure, and killed the passover for all the children of the captivity, and for 
their brethren the priests, and for themselves. 

Psalms 12:6 The words of the LORD are pure words: as silver tried in a furnace of earth, purified seven times. 

1 Peter 1:22 Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another 
with a pure heart fervently: 

Proverbs 18:24 A man that hath friends must show himself friendly; and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a brother. 

1 Nephi 2:40  

And it came to pass that we had gathered together all manner of  

seeds of every kind-  

both of grain of every kind,  

and also of the seeds of fruits of every kind. 

 

 

A/B// 

2 Nephi 11:147  

Yea, a marvelous work and a wonder; For the wisdom of their wise and learned shall perish,  

And the understanding of their prudent shall be hid. 

Mosiah 6:31  

And I did cause that the men should till the ground  
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and raise all manner of grain  

and all manner of fruit  

of every kind, 

(Increasing the explanation through the poetic structure) 

2 Nephi 11:116  

But behold, in the last days, or in the days of the Gentiles,  

Yea, behold, all the nations of the Gentiles, and also the Jews-  

Both they which shall come upon this land,  

And they which shall be upon other lands, yea,  

even upon all the lands of the earth-  

Behold, they will be drunken with iniquity 

 and all manner of abominations. 

2 Nephi 12:42 " 

But behold, there shall be many at that day when I shall proceed to do a marvelous work among them, (States the great work) 

That I may remember My covenants which I have made unto the children of men,  (Explains the great work is remembering the covenants) 

That I may set My hand again the second time to recover My people which are of the house of Israel, (Explains the Covenant above) 

2 Nephi 12:87  

And it shall come to pass that the Lord God shall commence His work among all nations, kindreds, tongues and people,  

To bring about the restoration of His people upon the earth. 

3 Nephi 10:4-7  

And then shall the powers of heaven come down among them,  

And I also will be in the midst;  

And then shall the work of the Father commence at that day,  

even when this gospel shall be preached among the remnant of this people. 

Verily I say unto you, at that day shall the work of the Father commence among all the dispersed of My people-  

Yea, even the tribes which have been lost which the Father hath led away out of Jerusalem- 

Yea, the work shall commence among all the dispersed of My people, with the Father,  

To prepare the way whereby they may come unto Me,  

that they may call on the Father in My name. 

Yea, and then shall the work commence with the Father among all nations  

in preparing the way whereby His people may be gathered home to the land of their inheritance; 

(Just for historical/prophetic reference, these two scriptures tie into the ‘commence’ scriptures above, although not shared here for Poetic 

purposes) 

Mormon 1:82 Therefore, I write unto you, Gentiles, And also unto you, house of Israel, when the work shall commence that ye shall be about 
to prepare to return to the land of your inheritance, 

Ether 1:114 Remember, when ye see these things, ye shall know that the time is at hand that they shall be made manifest in very deed; 
Therefore, when ye shall receive this record, ye may know that the work of the Father has commenced upon all the face of the earth. 
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(2 Nephi 8:27 And it shall come to pass that the lofty looks of man shall be humbled, And the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down; And 
the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day.) 

2 Nephi 12:39   

"Cursed is he that putteth his trust in man,  

Or maketh flesh his arm,  

Or shall hearken unto the precepts of men,  

save their precepts shall be given by the power of the Holy Ghost. 

This is similar to Jeremiah 17:5 , but the Book of Mormon completes the Hebraism. 

Jeremiah 17:5  

Thus saith the LORD;  

Cursed be the man that trusteth in man,  

and maketh flesh his arm,  

and whose heart departeth from the LORD.  (Note the Book of Mormon adds the contrast of Man to Precepts of Men, which is a Hebraism). 

 

 

Alma 5:19  (A/B//) 

And behold, He shall be born of Mary at Jerusalem,  

which is the land of our forefathers,  

She being a virgin,  

a precious and chosen vessel,  

who shall be overshadowed and conceive by the power of the Holy Ghost, And bring forth a son,  

yea, even the Son of God. 

 

Alma 5:37  

Therefore I say unto you, the time shall come,  

yea, and it shall be at the last day,  

that he which is filthy  

shall remain in his filthiness. 

 

Alma 5:42  

And may the Lord bless you and keep your garments spotless,  

That ye may at last be brought to sit down  

with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and the holy prophets  

which have been ever since the world began,  

Having your garments spotless,  
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even as their garments are spotless,  

In the kingdom of heaven, to go no more out. 

  



 

 

DEATH AND HELL NOT JUST IN PARALLEL POETRY BUT INTERWOVEN THROUGH CHIASMUS. 

See Chiasm of 2 Nephi 6 (below) 

A 
 
B 

 THE HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL 
BRINGS SALVATION 

6:42 But, behold, the righteous, the saints of the Holy One of Israel, they who have believed in the Holy One of Israel; they who have 
endured the crosses of the world, and despised the shame of it;  

they shall inherit the kingdom of God, which was prepared for them from the foundation of the world: and their joy shall be full 
for ever. 

C  DELIVERED 6:43 O the greatness of the mercy of our God, the Holy One of Israel! For he delivereth his saints from that  

D  AWFUL MONSTER awful monster the devil, and death, and hell, and that lake of fire and brimstone, which is endless torment. 

E  HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL 6:44 Oh how great the holiness of our God! For he knoweth all things, and there is not anything save 
he knows it. 

F  HE COMES IN MERCY 
LISTEN TO THE WORDS 
OF HOLY ONE 

6:45 And he cometh into the world that he may save all men, if they will hearken unto his 
voice; 

G  HIS MERCY, HIS PAIN FOR 
ATONEMENT 

 
6:46 For behold, he suffereth the pains of all men: yea, the pains of every living creature, 
both men, women and children, who belong to the family of Adam. 
 

  TO BE JUDGED 6:47 And he suffereth this, that the resurrection might pass upon all men, that all 
might stand before him at the great and judgment day. 
 

  MUST REPENT TO BE 
SAVED IN KINGDOM 

6:48 And he commandeth all men that they must repent, and be baptized 
in his name, having perfect faith in the Holy One of Israel, or they can not 
be saved in the kingdom of God. 
 

  IF NOT REPENTANT ARE 
DAMNED 

6:49 And if they will not repent and believe in his name, and be baptized in 
his name, and endure to the end, they must be damned; 

E 
F 

 HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL HAS 
SPOKEN THESE WORDS 

6:50 For the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, hath spoken it; 

   6:51 Wherefore he hath given a law; and where there is no law given there is no punishment; 
 

   6:52 And where there is no punishment, there is no condemnation; 
 

D’  HIS MERCY, ATONEMENT 6:53 And where there is no condemnation, the mercies of the Holy One of Israel have claim upon 
them, because of the atonement: 
 

C’  DELIVERED 6:54 For they are delivered by the power of him: for the atonement satisfieth the demands of his justice upon all those 
who have not the law given to them, that they are delivered from that  

D
’ 

 AWFUL MONSTER  
awful monster, death and hell, and the devil, and the lake of fire and brimstone, which is endless torment; 

 



B’ 
 
A’ 

 SALVATION WITH THE 
HOLY ONE OF ISRAEL 

6:55 And they are restored to that God who gave them breath,  
which is the Holy One of Israel. 

5:68 And behold, again, another sign I give unto you; yea a sign of his death; for behold, he surely must die, that salvation may come; 

5:69 Yea, it behooveth him, and becometh expedient that he dieth, to bring to pass the resurrection of the dead, that thereby men may be brought into the presence of 
the Lord; 

5:70 Yea, behold this death bringeth to pass the resurrection, and redeemeth all mankind from the first death; that spiritual death for all mankind, by the fall of Adam, 
being cut off from the presence of the Lord, or considered as dead, both as to things temporal and to things spiritual. 

5:71 But behold, the resurrection of Christ redeemeth mankind, yea, even all mankind, and bringeth them back into the presence of the Lord; 

5:72 Yea, and it bringeth to pass the conditions of repentance, that whosoever repenteth, the same is not hewn down and cast into the fire; 

5:73 But whosoever repenteth not, is hewn down and cast into the fire, and there cometh upon them again a spiritual death, yea, a second death, for they are cut off 
again as to things pertaining to righteousness; 

5:74 Therefore repent ye, repent ye, lest by knowing these things and not doing them, ye shall suffer yourselves to come under condemnation, and ye are brought down 
unto this second death. 

5:75 But behold, as I said unto you concerning another sign, a sign of his death, behold, in that day that he shall suffer death, the sun shall be darkened and refuse to give 
his light unto you; and also the moon, and the stars; 

5:76 And there shall be no light upon the face of this land, even from the time that he shall suffer death, for the space of three days, to the time that he shall rise again 
from the dead; 

5:77 Yea, at the time that he shall yield up the ghost, there shall be thunderings and lightnings for the space of many hours, and the earth shall shake and tremble, and 
the rocks which are upon the face of the earth, which are both above the earth and beneath, which ye know at this time is solid, or the more part of it is one solid mass, 
shall be broken up; 

5:78 Yea they shall be rent in twain, and shall ever after be found in seams and in cracks, and in broken fragments upon the face of the whole earth; yea, both above the 
earth and beneath. 

5:79 And behold there shall be great tempests, and there shall be many mountains laid low, like unto a valley, and there shall be many places, which are now called 
valleys, which shall become mountains, whose height thereof is great. 

5:80 And many highways shall be broken up, and many cities shall become desolate, and many graves shall be opened and shall yield up many of their dead; and many 
saints shall appear unto many. 

5:81 And behold thus hath the angel spoken unto me; for he said unto me, that there should be thunderings and lightnings for the space of many hours; 

5:82 And he said unto me that while the thunder and the lightning lasted, and the tempest, that these things should be, and that darkness should cover the face of the 
whole earth, for the space of three days. 

5:83 And the angel said unto me that many shall see greater things than these, to the intent that they might believe that these signs and these wonders should come to 
pass, upon all the face of this land; to the intent that there should be no cause for unbelief among the children of men; 

5:84 And this to the intent that whosoever will believe, might be saved, and that whosoever will not believe, a righteous judgment might come upon them: and also if they 
are condemned, they bring upon themselves their own condemnation. 

5:85 And now remember, remember, my brethren, that whosoever perisheth, perisheth unto himself; and whosoever doeth iniquity, doeth it unto himself; for behold ye 
are free; ye are permitted to act for yourselves; for behold, God hath given unto you a knowledge, and he hath made you free; 

5:86 He hath given unto you that ye might know good from evil, and he hath given unto you that ye might choose life or death, and ye can do good and be restored unto 
that which is good, or have that which is good restored unto you; or ye can do evil, and have that which is evil restored unto you. 

 

 

  





5:79 And behold there shall be great tempests,  

and there shall be many mountains laid low,  

like unto a valley,  

and there shall be many places, 

 which are now called valleys,  

which shall become mountains,  

whose height thereof is great. 

Thunderings, lightnings 

Exodus 20:18 And all the people saw the thunderings, and 

the lightnings, and the noise of the trumpet, and the mountain 

smoking; and when the people saw it, they removed, and stood afar off. 

 

1 Nephi 3:103 And I saw lightnings, and I heard thunderings, and 
earthquakes, and all manner of tumultuous noises; 

 

1 Nephi 5:247 And others with the thunderings and the lightnings of 
his power, by tempest, by fire, and by smoke, and vapor of darkness, 
and by the opening of the earth, and by mountains which shall be 
carried up; 

2 Nephi 11:68 And they shall be visited with thunderings, 
and lightnings, and earthquakes, and all manner of destructions; 

 

Helaman 5:77 Yea, at the time that he shall yield up the ghost, there 
shall be thunderings and lightnings for the space of many hours, and 
the earth shall shake and tremble, and the rocks which are upon the 
face of the earth, which are both above the earth and beneath, which ye 
know at this time is solid, or the more part of it is one solid mass, shall 
be broken up; 

 

Helaman 5:81 And behold thus hath the angel spoken unto me; for he 
said unto me, that there should be thunderings and lightnings for the 
space of many hours; 

 

  

http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/Context.asp?ScriptureID=2335&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/Context.asp?ScriptureID=32807&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/Context.asp?ScriptureID=33271&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/Context.asp?ScriptureID=34333&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/Context.asp?ScriptureID=39220&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/Context.asp?ScriptureID=39224&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit


  . 
.SIGN OF HIS DEATH 
NO LIGHT 

75 But behold, as I said unto you concerning 
another sign,  
a sign of his death, behold, in that day that he 
shall suffer death,  
the sun shall be darkened and refuse to give 
his light unto you; and also the moon, and 
the stars; 

  NO LIGHT ON THE 
LAND 
. 
THREE DAYS 
HE RISES FROM DEAD 

76 And there shall be no light upon the face 
of this land,  
even from the time that he shall suffer death,  
for the space of three days,  
to the time that he shall rise again from the 
dead; 77 Yea, at the time that he shall yield 
up the ghost,  

  THUNDERINGS, 
LIGHTNINGS 
MANY HOURS. 
. 
. 
. 
EARTH BROKEN UP 

there shall be thunderings and lightnings  
for the space of many hours,  
and the earth shall shake and tremble,  
and the rocks which are upon the face of the 
earth,  
which are both above the earth and beneath,  
which ye know at this time is solid, or the 
more part of it is one solid mass, shall be 
broken up; 

  . 
. 
. 
. 

78 Yea they shall be rent in twain,  
and shall ever after be found in seams and in 
cracks,  
and in broken fragments upon the face of the 
whole earth;  
yea, both above the earth and beneath. 

  . 
MOUNTAINS LOW 
LIKE VALLEYS 
VALLEYS BECOME 
MOUNTAINS 
. 

79 And behold there shall be great tempests,  
and there shall be many mountains laid low, 
like unto a valley,  
and there shall be many places, which are 
now called valleys, which shall become 
mountains, whose height thereof is great. 

  HIGHWAYS BROKEN 
UP 
. 
SAINTS RISE FROM 
DEAD 

80 And many highways shall be broken up,  
and many cities shall become desolate,  
and many graves shall be opened and shall 
yield up many of their dead; and many saints 
shall appear unto many. 

  THUNDERINGS, 
LIGHTNINGS 
 
MANY HOURS 

81 And behold thus hath the angel spoken 
unto me; for he said unto me, that there 
should be thunderings and lightnings  
for the space of many hours; 

  . 
. 
NO LIGHT ON THE 
LAND 
THREE DAYS 

82 And he said unto me that while the 
thunder and the lightning lasted,  
and the tempest, 
 that these things should be, and that 
darkness should cover the face of the whole 
earth,  
for the space of three days. 

  



 

Mountains, Valleys 

 

Isaiah 40:4  

Every valley shall be exalted, and  

every mountain and hill shall be made low; and  

the crooked shall be made straight, and  

the rough places plain; 

 

Helaman 4:59 Yea, behold,  

at his voice doth  

the hills and the mountains  

tremble and quake;  

and by the power of his voice  

they are broken up,  

and become smooth,  

yea, even like unto a valley; 

(Besides other parallelisms, hills and mountains are feminine and masculine) 

 

Helaman 5:79  

And behold there shall be great tempests,  

and there shall be many mountains laid low,  

like unto a valley,  

and there shall be many places,  

which are now called valleys,  

which shall become mountains,  

whose height thereof is great.

Shake and Tremble 

Job 9:6  

Which shaketh the earth out of her place,  

and the pillars thereof tremble; 

Psalms 18:7  

Then the earth shook and trembled;  

the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because he was wroth. 
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3 Nephi 11:30-33  

And He did expound all things,  

even from the beginning  

until the time that He should come in His glory; 
 

Yea, even all things which should come upon the face of the earth, 
even until 

the elements should melt with fervent heat, And  

the earth should be wrapped together as a scroll, And  

the heaven and the earth should pass away; 
 

And even unto the great and last day when  

all people and  

all kindreds and  

all nations and tongues  

shall stand before God to be judged of their works,  

whether they be good or  

whether they be evil - 
 

If they be good,  

to the resurrection of everlasting life, And  

if they be evil,  

to the resurrection of damnation,  

Being on a parallel,  

the one on the one hand, and  

the other on the other hand –  

According to  

the mercy and  

the justice and  

the holiness  

which is in Christ,  

which was before the world began. 

  

http://www.restoredgospel.com/scriptures/Context.asp?ScriptureID=39222&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit


John 3:31  

He must increase, but  

I must decrease. 

A, B // -A, -B 

 

For thy maker,  

thy husband,  

the Lord of Hosts is his name;  

and thy Redeemer,  

the Holy One of Israel—  

the God of the whole earth  

shall he be called. 

 

 

Isaiah 54:5 For thy Maker is thine husband;  

The Lord of hosts is his name;  

and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel;  

The God of the whole earth  

shall he be called. 
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Improved Isaiah 

 

KJ 51:11 Therefore the redeemed of the LORD 
shall return, and come with singing unto Zion; 
and everlasting joy shall be upon their head: they 
shall obtain gladness and joy; and sorrow and 
mourning shall flee away. 

 
 

 

2 NEPHI 5:90 Therefore, the redeemed of the Lord shall return and 

come with singing unto Zion; And everlasting joy and holiness shall be 

upon their heads; 5:91 And they shall obtain gladness and joy; Sorrow 

and mourning shall flee away. 

 

Therefore,  

the redeemed of the Lord shall return  

and come with singing unto Zion;  

And everlasting joy and holiness  

shall be upon their heads;  

 

And they shall obtain  

gladness and joy;  

Sorrow and mourning  

shall flee away. 

(A, B, C // -C, -B, -A) 

  



51:22 Thus saith thy Lord the LORD, and thy God 
that pleadeth the cause of his people, Behold, I 
have taken out of thine hand the cup of 
trembling, even the dregs of the cup of my fury; 
thou shalt no more drink it again: 

 2 NEPHI 5:108 Thus saith thy Lord - the Lord and 
thy God pleadeth the cause of His people: 
5:109 Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the 
cup of trembling, the dregs of the cup of My fury; 
Thou shalt no more drink it again. 

2 NEPHI 5:108 Thus saith thy Lord - the Lord and thy God pleadeth the 

cause of His people: 5:109 Behold, I have taken out of thine hand the 

cup of trembling, the dregs of the cup of My fury; Thou shalt no more 

drink it again. 

 

Thus saith thy Lord,  

the Lord and thy God pleadeth the cause of His people 

Behold, I have taken out of thine hand  

the cup of trembling,  

The dregs of the cup of My fury, 

Thou shalt no more drink it again. 

 

__ 

 

2 Nephi 6:10  

For it behooveth the great Creator  

that he suffereth himself to become subject unto man in the flesh,  

and die for all men,  

that all men 

might become subject unto him. 

 

  



https://upper-register.typepad.com/blog/hebrew-parallelism/ 
A1 “Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
A2 Nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
B1 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
B2 But the way of the wicked will perish” (ESV). 
 

Alter’s main point is that “literary expression abhors complete 

parallelism … usage always introducing small wedges of difference 

between closely akin terms.” He quotes Viktor Shklovsky who wrote that 

“the purpose of parallelism … is to transfer the usual perception of 

an object into the sphere of a new perception – that is, to make a 

unique semantic modification.”  (Robert Alter, The Art of Biblical 

Poetry [New York: Basic Books, 1985], 3-26). 

 

Book of Mormon makes Isaiah Hebrew Poetry correct. 

KJ:  55:2 Wherefore do ye spend money for that which is not bread? and your labour for 

that which satisfieth not? hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is good, and 

let your soul delight itself in fatness. 

 

2 Nephi 6:100  
Wherefore, do not spend money for that which is of no worth,  
Nor your labor for that which cannot satisfy." 

 

 

Exodus 20:17 Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house, thou shalt not 

covet thy neighbor's wife, nor his manservant, nor his 

maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor any thing that is thy 

neighbor's. 

Psalms 121:6 The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by 

night. 

Proverbs 6:4 Give not sleep to thine eyes, nor slumber to thine eyelids. 

 

Isaiah 32:5 The vile person shall be no more called liberal, nor the 

churl said to be bountiful. 

 

 

What a LIE that JS simply copied KJ to be ‘FILLER’ of Book of Mormon 

(per Richard Howard).  Most of the Inspired version Isaiah verses are 

different. And even not corrected in Inspired version, yet Book of 

Mormon reading is more Hebraically correct. 

Scripture is mainly given to direct your life to understanding, and how 

much sweeter when the nuance is understood. 

Book of Mormon not intended to be a ‘technical study’ but yet every 

objection of mudslingers, nay sayers, is proven wrong when compared 

to the nature of Hebrewisms. 

 

KJ: 48:2 For they call themselves of the holy city,  

and stay themselves upon the God of Israel;  

The LORD of hosts is his name. 

 

1 Nephi 6:9  

Nevertheless,  

they call themselves of the holy city,  

But they do not stay themselves upon the God of Israel,  

which is the Lord of Hosts-  

Yea, the Lord of Hosts is His name: 

Better explanation and the ___/___// of B is a better Hebrewism 
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KJ 48:3-4 I have declared the former things from the beginning; and 

they went forth out of my mouth, and I shewed them; I did them 

suddenly, and they came to pass. Because I knew that thou art 

obstinate, and thy neck is an iron sinew, and thy brow brass; 

 

 

1 Nephi 6:10 -11 
"Behold, I have declared the former things from the beginning;  
And they went forth out of My mouth and I showed them-  

I did show them suddenly. 
And I did it  
 
because I knew that thou art obstinate,  

and thy neck was an iron sinew,  
and thy brow brass; 
 

The point of B is to emphasize A, wherein ‘show them suddenly’ fulfills the 
point of the prophet.  He does it Suddenly so that we (obstinate ones) 
would have no opportunity to claim ownership by our graven images or 
authority by our idols. 
All this meaning is lost in the KJ. 
 

 

Also note:  Does not use 'AND IT CAME TO PASS" even though it 

occurs over 1000 times in the Book of Mormon.  If this I was (as 

accused) JS's favorite liberally applied falsehood, why would he have 

omitted it here, when supposedly copying Isaiah from the KJ, when the 

Book of Mormon uses it so plentifully elsewhere?  Proof Nephi was 

quoting from a different copy of Isaiah. 

In the day, potentially no two records of Prophets were identical 

anywhere. 

 

KJ 48:7 They are created now, and not from the beginning; even before 

the day when thou heardest them not; lest thou shouldest say, Behold, I 

knew them. 

1 Nephi 6:4 They are created now and not from the beginning; Even 

before the day when thou heardest them not, they were declared unto 

thee, Lest thou shouldst say, 'Behold, I knew them.' 

 

All this points back to the sudden presentation—declared from the 

beginning so that there was NO WAY they could have prior knowledge 

and claim ownership.  This COMPLETES THE THOUGHT OF the 

earlier verses.  Once again making the Book of Mormon correct in 

faithfulness to the word and the Hebrew emphasis. 

 

Kj 48:9 For my name's sake will I defer mine anger, and for my praise 

will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off. 

 

1 Nephi 6:16 "Nevertheless, for My name's sake will I defer Mine anger, 

And for My praise will I refrain from thee that I cut thee not off. 

 

But the point made by the Book of Mormon translation is God's 
everlasting mercy by inclusion of 'NEVERTHELESS' 
 
How did all these naysayers hurl falsehoods that ISAIAH was just copied 
from the King James?  And how is it we accepted this premise for so long, 
accepting the premise? 
 
 



KJ 48:10 Behold, I have refined thee, but not with silver; I 

have chosen thee in the furnace of affliction.  

 

1 Nephi 6:17  

For behold, I have refined thee-  

I have chosen thee  

in the furnace of affliction.   

 

But “not with silver” does not exist in Book of Mormon but is identicle in 

both biblical editions, further suggesting Isaiah’s record in the Book of 

Mormon account is not a plagiarism of the King James 

The ‘Refined Thee, Chosen Thee.’ is better Hebrew. 

48:11 For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how 

should my name be polluted? and I will not give my glory unto another.

  

 

1 Nephi 6:18  

For Mine own sake,  

yea, for Mine own sake, will I do this;  

For I will not suffer My name to be polluted.  

And I will not give My glory unto another. 

 

The question posed in the corollary KJ verse 48:11 loses meaning in 

any intended translation compared to the cogent and complete though 

presented by the Book of Mormon. 

 

Sloppy of the nay sayers to imply KJ was copied ‘verbatim’. It is the 

sublties which elucidate the authenticy of the Hebrew.  LDS addition 

added a few words (like the baptism phase, which does NOT occur in 

original manuscript). 

 

48:13 Mine hand also hath laid 
the foundation of the earth, and 
my right hand hath spanned the 
heavens: when I call unto them, 
they stand up together. 

20 Mine hand hath also laid the 
foundation of the earth, And My 
right hand hath spanned the 
heavens. And I called unto 
them, And they stand up 
together. 

 

48:13 Mine hand also hath laid the foundation of the earth, and my right 

hand hath spanned the heavens:  

when I call unto them, they stand up together.  

1 Nephi 6:20  

Mine hand hath also laid the foundation of the earth,  

And My right hand hath spanned the heavens.  

And I called unto them,  

And they stand up together. 

Book of Mormon has better Hebrew structure.  B in the Book of Mormon 

is always a more dramatic emphasis of A. 

 

Need to be asking the Vatican where more examples of Isaiah exist 

within its deepest archives. 

 

 



48:14 All ye, 
assemble 
yourselves, and 
hear; which 
among them hath 
declared these 
things? The 
LORD hath loved 
him: he will do his 
pleasure on 
Babylon, and his 
arm shall be on 
the Chaldeans. 

21 "All ye, 
assemble 
yourselves and 
hear! Which 
among them hath 
declared these 
things unto them? 
The Lord hath 
loved him. Yea, 
and He will fulfill 
His word which 
He hath declared 
by them. And He 
will do His 
pleasure on 
Babylon, And His 
arm shall come 
upon the 
Chaldeans." 

 
This chapter is 
all about him 
fulfilling his 
word, as the 1 
Nephi6:21 
brings closure 
with the 
inclusion of 'He 
will fulfill his 
word which He 
hath declared by 
them;' which 
verse is totally 
ommitted from 
KJ 

KJ 48:14 All ye, assemble yourselves, and hear; which among them 

hath declared these things? The LORD hath loved him: he will do his 

pleasure on Babylon, and his arm shall be on the Chaldeans.  

1 Nephi 6:21  

"All ye, assemble yourselves and hear!  

Which among them hath declared these things unto them?  

The Lord hath loved him.  

Yea, and He will fulfill His word which He hath declared by 

them. 

 And He will do His pleasure on Babylon,  

And His arm shall come upon the Chaldeans."   

 

This chapter is all about him fulfilling his word, as the 1 Nephi6:21 

brings closure with the inclusion of 'He will fulfill his word which He hath 

declared by them;' which verse is totally omitted from KJ 



 

48:16 Come ye near unto me, 
hear ye this; I have not spoken 
in secret from the beginning; from 
the time that it was, there am I: 
and now the Lord GOD, and his 
Spirit, hath sent me. 

23 "Come ye near unto Me; I 
have not spoken in secret from 
the beginning; From the time 
that it was declared have I 
spoken. And the Lord God and 
His Spirit hath sent Me." 

 

48:16 Come ye near unto me,  

hear ye this;  

I have not spoken in secret from the beginning;  

from the time that it was, there am I:  

and now the Lord GOD, and his Spirit, hath sent me.  

 

1 Nephi 6:23  

Come ye near unto Me;  

I have not spoken in secret from the beginning;  

From the time that it was declared have I spoken.  

And the Lord God and His Spirit hath sent Me." 

 

The completion of thought within the chapter. 

 

  



48:17 Thus saith the LORD, thy 
Redeemer, the Holy One of 
Israel; I am the LORD thy God 
which teacheth thee to profit, 
which leadeth thee by the way 
that thou shouldest go. 

24 And thus saith the Lord, thy 
Redeemer, the Holy One of 
Israel: "I have sent Him, The Lord 
thy God which teacheth thee to 
profit, which leadeth thee by the 
way thou shouldst go, hath done 
it. 

 

48:17 Thus saith the LORD,  

thy Redeemer,  

the Holy One of Israel;  

I am the LORD thy God  

which teacheth thee to profit,  

which leadeth thee by the way that thou shouldest go.  

 

1 Nephi 6:24  

And thus saith the Lord,  

thy Redeemer,  

the Holy One of Israel:  

"I have sent Him,  

 

The Lord thy God  

which teacheth thee to profit,  

which leadeth thee by the way thou shouldst go,  

hath done it. 

The Book of Mormon contains the more deeper thought, emphasized 

with a more complex Hebraic structure. The text of 1 Nephi 

6:24  provides the more complete parallel thought, consistent with Book 

of Mormon and other Isaiah. 

The triple emphasis.

  



same in 
book of 
mormon 

48:18 O that thou 
hadst hearkened to 
my commandments! 
then had thy peace 
been as a river, and 
thy righteousness as 
the waves of the sea: 

25 O that thou hadst hearkened to My commandments! Then had thy 
peace been as a river, And thy righteousness as the waves of the sea. 

 

same in book of mormon  

48:18 O that thou hadst hearkened to my commandments! then had thy 

peace been as a river, and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea:

  

25 O that thou hadst hearkened to My commandments! Then had thy 

peace been as a river, And thy righteousness as the waves of the sea. 

 

48:19 Thy seed also had been as 
the sand, and the offspring of thy 
bowels like the gravel thereof; his 
name should not have been cut 
off nor destroyed from before me. 

26 Thy seed also had been as 
the sand, The offspring of thy 
bowels like the gravel thereof; 
His name should not have been 
cut off nor destroyed from before 
Me." 

48:19  

Thy seed also had been as the sand,  

and the offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof;  

his name should not have been cut off  

nor destroyed from before me.  

26  

Thy seed also had been as the sand,  

The offspring of thy bowels like the gravel thereof;  

His name should not have been cut off  

nor destroyed from before Me." 

 “AND” is omitted, providing slightly better alignment of structure.  But 

the point is that it did NOT get copied verbatim from the KJ, and that the 

resulting Book of Mormon text always provides a better Hebraic 

translation, even when word differences are slight. (“and”) 

  



48:20 Go ye forth of Babylon, flee 
ye from the Chaldeans, with a 
voice of singing declare ye, tell 
this, utter it even to the end of 
the earth; say ye, The LORD 
hath redeemed his servant 
Jacob. 

27 Go ye forth of Babylon, flee ye 
from the Chaldeans. With a voice 
of singing, declare ye-tell this-
utter to the end of the earth-say 
ye, "The Lord hath redeemed His 
servant Jacob!" 

 

48:20 Go ye forth of Babylon,  

flee ye from the Chaldeans,  

 

with a voice of singing  

declare ye,  

tell this,  

utter it even to the end of the earth; 

 say ye, The LORD hath redeemed his servant Jacob.  

 

27  

Go ye forth of Babylon, 

 flee ye from the Chaldeans.  

With a voice of singing,  

declare ye- 

tell this- 

utter to the end of the earth- 

say ye, "The Lord hath redeemed His servant Jacob!" 

 

Not ‘utter it’ to the end of the earth but, as the Book of Mormon clarifies , 

‘Utter to the end of the earth the Lord hath redeemed His Servant 

Jacob!’  The nuance of meaning is better.

 

48:21 And they thirsted not when 
he led them through the deserts: 
he caused the waters to flow out 
of the rock for them: he clave the 
rock also, and the waters gushed 
out. 

28 And they thirsted not-He led 
them through the deserts- He 
caused the waters to flow out of 
the rock for them; He cleaved the 
rock also and the waters gushed 
out. 

 

48:21  

And they thirsted not when he led them through the deserts:  

he caused the waters to flow out of the rock for them:  

he clave the rock also,  and the waters gushed out.  

28  

And they thirsted not. 

He led them through the deserts. 

He caused the waters to flow out of the rock for them;  

He cleaved the rock also  and the waters gushed out. 

_____/_____/_____// 

Book of Mormon text translated an A, B, C phrase, where KJ resolves it 

as only A, B. 

 

Comare to: 

Book of Mormon 

For  

thy maker,  

thy husband,  

the Lord of Hosts is his name;  

and  



thy Redeemer,  

the Holy One of Israel—  

the God of the whole earth shall he be called. 

  



 

 

2:12 For the day of the LORD of 
hosts shall be upon every one that 
is proud and lofty, and upon every 
one that is lifted up; and he shall 
be brought low: 

8:28 For the day of the Lord of 
Hosts soon cometh upon all 
nations, yea, upon everyone - Yea, 
upon the proud and lofty and 
upon everyone which is lifted up; 
And he shall be brought low; 

 

KJ ISAIAH 2:12  

For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every one that is proud and 

lofty,  

and upon every one that is lifted up;  

and he shall be brought low:  

 

 

2 NEPHI 8:28  

For the day of the Lord of Hosts soon cometh upon all nations,  

yea, upon everyone – Yea,  

upon the proud and lofty and  

upon everyone which is lifted up;  

And he shall be brought low; 

  



  

2:9 And the mean man boweth down, and the great man 
humbleth himself: therefore forgive them not. 

8:25 And the mean man boweth not down, And the great 
man humbleth himself not; Therefore, forgive him not. 

2:10 Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of 
the LORD, and for the glory of his majesty. 

8:26 O ye wicked ones! enter into the rock and hide thee in 
the dust, For the fear of the Lord and the glory of His majesty 
shall smite thee. 

2:11 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled, and the 
haughtiness of men shall be bowed down, and the LORD alone 
shall be exalted in that day. 

8:27 And it shall come to pass that the lofty looks of man 
shall be humbled, And the haughtiness of men shall be bowed 
down; And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. 

2:12 For the day of the LORD of hosts shall be upon every 
one that is proud and lofty, and upon every one that is lifted 
up; and he shall be brought low: 

8:28 For the day of the Lord of Hosts soon cometh upon all 
nations, yea, upon everyone - Yea, upon the proud and lofty 
and upon everyone which is lifted up; And he shall be brought 
low; 

2:13 And upon all the cedars of Lebanon, that are high and 
lifted up, and upon all the oaks of Bashan, 

8:29 Yea, and the day of the Lord shall come upon all the 
cedars of Lebanon - For they are high and lifted up - and upon 
all the oaks of Bashan, 

2:14 And upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills 
that are lifted up, 

8:30 and upon all the high mountains, and upon all the hills, 
and upon all the nations which are lifted up, 

2:15 And upon every high tower, and upon every fenced 
wall, 

8:31 and upon every people, and upon every high tower, and 
upon every fenced wall, 

2:16 And upon all the ships of Tarshish, and upon all pleasant 
pictures. 

8:32 and upon all the ships of the sea, and upon all the ships 
of Tarshish, and upon all the pleasant pictures. 

 



8:25-33 

And the mean man boweth not down,  

And the great man humbleth himself not;  

Therefore, forgive him not. 

O ye wicked ones!  

enter into the rock and  

hide thee in the dust,  

For the fear of the Lord and  

the glory of His majesty  

shall smite thee. 

Next part is a MISSING CHIASM FOUND IN BOOK OF MORMON WITH 

INCLUSION OF ‘COMETH UPON ALL NATIONS.’ 

 

And it shall come to pass that the lofty looks of man shall be humbled,  

And the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down;  

And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. 

 

For the day of the Lord of Hosts soon cometh upon all nations,  

yea, upon everyone - Yea,  

upon the proud and lofty and  

upon everyone which is lifted up;  

And he shall be brought low; 

 

Yea, and the day of the Lord shall come upon all the cedars of Lebanon –  

For they are high and lifted up –  

and upon all the oaks of Bashan, 

and upon all the high mountains,  

and upon all the hills, 

 and upon all the nations which are lifted up, 

and upon every people,  

and upon every high tower,  

and upon every fenced wall, 

and upon all the ships of the sea,  

and upon all the ships of Tarshish, 

and upon all the pleasant pictures. 

 

And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down,  

And the haughtiness of men shall be made low;  

And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day, 

  



See this good article regarding Isa 2:16 and ‘ships of the sea.’ 

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1377&context=jbms 

 

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1377&context=jbms


 



 

Next part is a MISSING CHIASM FOUND IN BOOK OF MORMON WITH INCLUSION OF ‘COMETH UPON ALL NATIONS.’ 

THE NATIONS LIFTED UP  For the day of the Lord of Hosts soon cometh upon all nations,  

EVERYONE    yea, upon everyone - Yea,  

HAUGHTY/LOFTY    upon the proud and lofty and  

LIFTED UP    upon everyone which is lifted up;  

BOWED DOWN    And he shall be brought low; 

    Yea, and the day of the Lord shall come upon all the cedars of Lebanon –  

HIGH    For they are high and lifted up –  

    and upon all the oaks of Bashan, 

    and upon all the high mountains,  

    and upon all the hills, 

THE NATIONS LIFTED UP     and upon all the nations which are lifted up, 

    and upon every people,  

HIGH      and upon every high tower,  

      and upon every fenced wall, 

      and upon all the ships of the sea,  

      and upon all the ships of Tarshish, 

      and upon all the pleasant pictures. 

LOFTY/ BOWED DOWN      And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down,  

HAUGHTY     And the haughtiness of men shall be made low;  

LORD ALONE LIFTED UP  And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day, 

 

  



Next part is a MISSING CHIASM FOUND IN BOOK OF MORMON WITH INCLUSION OF ‘COMETH UPON ALL NATIONS.’ 

 

A  And it shall come to pass that the lofty looks of man shall be humbled,  

B  And the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down;  

C  And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day. 

D  For the day of the Lord of Hosts soon cometh upon all nations,  

E  yea, upon everyone - Yea,  

upon the proud and lofty and  

upon everyone which is lifted up;  

And he shall be brought low; 

D  Yea, and the day of the Lord shall come upon all the cedars of Lebanon –  

E  For they are high and lifted up –  

and upon all the oaks of Bashan, 

and upon all the high mountains,  

and upon all the hills, 

D and upon all the nations which are lifted up, 

and upon every people,  

and upon every high tower,  

and upon every fenced wall, 

and upon all the ships of the sea,  

and upon all the ships of Tarshish, 

and upon all the pleasant pictures. 

A  And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down,  

B  And the haughtiness of men shall be made low;  

C  And the Lord alone shall be exalted in that day, 

  



The Dynamics of Biblical Parallelism 

By Adele Berlin 

Parallels of singular and plural: 

 

Alma 16:29 " 

Ye say that this people is a free people;  

Behold, I say they are in bondage. 

Alma 5:32-33  

For as I said unto you from the beginning that I had much desire that ye were not in the state of dilemma 

like your brethren,  

Even so I have found that my desires have been gratified. 

33 For I perceive that ye are in the paths of righteousness;  

I perceive that ye are in the path which leads to the kingdom of God; 

 

 

Words of Jesus 

3 Nephi 10 

__ 

___/___// 

26 "And now behold, I say unto you that ye had ought to search these things- 

27 Yea, a commandment I give unto you that ye search these things diligently, for great are the 

words of Isaiah, 

 

The Dynamics of Biblical Parallelism 

By Adele Berlin 

Positive and Negative 

 

Alma 9 

http://www.restoredgospel.com/scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=4986&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit


-A 18 And he that will not harden his heart,  

B to him is given the greater portion of the word  

C until it is given unto him to know the mysteries of God,  until they know them in full; 

 

A 19 And he that will harden his heart,  

-B to him is given the lesser portion of the word  

-C until they know nothing concerning His mysteries; 

 

-A B C // A -B -C 

 

Alma 9:22-24  

Then if our hearts have been hardened,  

yea, if we have hardened our hearts against the word insomuch that it hath not been found in us,  

Then will our state be awful,  

for then we shall be condemned; 

For our work will condemn us,  

yea, all our work will condemn us 

We shall not be found spotless; 

And our thoughts will also condemn us; 

And in this awful state, we shall not durst look up to our God; 

Alma 9:27  

That He is just in all His works,  

And that He is merciful unto the children of men,  

And that He hath all power to save every man 

that believeth on His name  

and bringeth forth fruit meet for repentance. 

Alma 16:138 

Blessed is he that believeth in the word of God and is baptized without stubbornness of heart,  

Yea, without being brought to know the word,  

or even compelled to know,  

before they will believe. 
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2 Nephi 14:9  

And now I, Nephi, cannot say more 
the Spirit stoppeth mine utterance 
 

And I am left to mourn because of  
the unbelief  
and the wickedness  
and the ignorance  
and the stiff-neckedness of men,  

For they will not search knowledge nor understand great knowledge when it is given unto them in plainness, 
Even as plain as word can be. 

 

 

Past Tense, Future Tense 

2 Nephi 11:108 And except they should have charity,  

they were nothing; 

 

 

Words of Jesus 

3 Nephi 10 

28 For surely he spake as touching all things concerning My people  

which are of the house of Israel;  

Therefore, it must needs be that he must speak also to the Gentiles; 

 

 

 

 

Ether 5:26  

Thou hast also made our words  

powerful and great,  

even that we cannot write them;  

Wherefore, when we write,  

http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=8434&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit


we behold our weakness and stumble  

because of the placing of our words 

 

A B -C // C -B A 

 

 

Ether 5:24  

For Thou hast made all this people that they could speak much  

because of the Holy Ghost which Thou hast given them;  

And Thou hast made us that we could write but little  

because of the awkwardness of our hands. 
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Ether 5:23-26  

 

23  "Lord, the Gentiles will mock at these things  

because of our weakness in writing,  

For Lord, Thou hast made us mighty in word by faith,  

Whereunto Thou hast not made us mighty in writing; 

 

24 For Thou hast made all this people that they could speak much  

because of the Holy Ghost which Thou hast given them;  

And Thou hast made us that we could write but little  

because of the awkwardness of our hands. 

 

25 "Behold, Thou hast not made us mighty in writing  

like unto the brother of Jared,  

For Thou madest him that the things which he wrote were mighty, even as Thou art,  

unto the overpowering of man to read them; 

 

26Thou hast also made our words powerful and great,  

even that we cannot write them;  

Wherefore, when we write, we behold our weakness and stumble because of the placing of our words;  

And I fear lest the Gentiles shall mock at our words." 
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2 Nephi 12:19  

Wo unto them that turn aside the just  

for a thing of naught,  

And revile against that which is good  

and say that it is of no worth!" 

 

2 Nephi 12:23  

For the kingdom of the devil must shake,  

And they which belong to it must needs be stirred up unto repentance,  

Or the devil will grasp them with his everlasting chains  

and they be stirred up to anger and perish. 

(Interesting implication that the Devil’s kingdom must be shaken to entice its denizens to repentance, but if he grasps them with 

his chains they are stirred to anger. 

Strong's Hebrew 

3648. kamar -- to grow warm and tender, to be or grow hot 

... kamar. 3649 . to grow warm and tender, to be or grow hot. Transliteration: kamar 

Phonetic Spelling: (kaw-mar') Short Definition: stirred. Word Origin a prim. ... 
/hebrew/3648.htm - 6k 

INTERESTING THAT THE SAME WORD STIRRED CONNOTES WARMING TO BE TENDER OR BECOMING HOT.  SAME WORD=STIRRED. 

5496. suth -- to incite, allure, instigate 

... 1), entice (2), enticed (1), incited (3), inciting (1), induced (1), mislead (2), 

misleading (1), misleads (1), misled (1), moved (1), persuaded (2), stirred (1 ... 
/hebrew/5496.htm - 6k 
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LOOK AT THREE CONSECUTIVE VERSES IN 2 NEPHI 12 

2 Nephi 12: 96  

Wherefore, the things of all nations shall be made known;  

Yea, all things shall be made known unto the children of men- 

Classic AB  ___/___//  

 

but also AB//BA and perfect Chiasm 

A Wherefore, the things of all nations  

B shall be made known;  

B’ Yea, all things shall be made known  

A’ unto the children of men- 

 

 

2 Nephi 12: 97  

There is nothing which is secret,  

save it shall be revealed;  

There is no work of darkness,  

save it shall be made manifest in the light;  

And there is nothing which is sealed upon earth,  

save it shall be loosed- 

Opposites IN VERSE 97 

 

 

2 Nephi 12:98  

Wherefore, all things which have been revealed unto the children of men  

shall at that day be revealed; 

PAST TENSE, FUTURE TENSE IN VERSE 98 



THEN, THE ENTIRE 3 VERSES  (PLUS 2 MORE) ARE A COMPLETE CHIASM 

 

A ZION, FULL 
KNOWLEDGE 

 95 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain; 

 ALL EARTH 
SHALL 
KNOW 

        For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, As the waters cover the sea. 

B ALL KNOWN   
   96 Wherefore, the things of all nations shall be made known; Yea, all things shall be made known unto the children of men- 

C NOTHING 
SECRET 

  
      97 There is nothing which is secret, save it shall be revealed;  

 NO MORE 
DARKNESS 

                 There is no work of darkness, save it shall be made manifest in the light; 

C’ NOTHING 
SEALED 

           And there is nothing which is sealed upon earth, save it shall be loosed- 

B’ ALL 
REVEALED, 
FULL 
KNOWLEDGE 

  
   98 Wherefore, all things which have been revealed  

 ALL PEOPLE 
WILL KNOW 

 unto the children of men shall at that day be revealed; 

A’ WHEN ZION   
99 And Satan shall have power over the hearts of the children of men no more for a long time. 

 

  



 

 

Mercy and justice are feminine and masculine words, representing opposites of one whole. 

Elohim and Adonai 

 

Elohim has roots in the word Mercy 

Adonai has roots in the word Justice 

Hebrew is a language where gender of nouns and verbs important. 

Is it any wonder that Book of Mormon speaks so clearly on Mercy and Justice? 

The two words in and of themselves are Hebraic Poetry in that they are a masculine/feminine contrast (used in poetry) of both word origin and spiritual 

understanding.  The ultimate Hebrew poetry did both of these—used words that were opposite, wherein the understandings they represented were opposite 

as well. 

(Like circumcision was commanded with a sharp rock—Jesus was the rock represented to circumsice our hearts)! 

IS it any wonder the roots are opposite gender:  mercy and justice, feminine and masculine. 

Mercy in Hebrew is feminine 

 

This is elucidated nowhere else as clearly as here in the book of Mormon: 

 

Alma 16:217 " 

And thus mercy can satisfy the demands of justice  

and encircles them in the arms of safety,  

While he that exerciseth no faith unto repentance  

is exposed to the whole law of the demands of justice;  

Therefore,  

only unto him that hath faith unto repentance  

is brought about the great and eternal plan of redemption. 
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Interesting Israel is ‘HIS’ and Babylon (the enemy) is ‘HERS’ 

Jeremiah 49:2 Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will cause an alarm of war to be heard in Rabbah of the Ammonites; and it shall 

be a desolate heap, and her daughters shall be burned with fire; then shall Israel be heir unto them that were his heirs, saith the Lord 

Jeremiah 51:6 Flee out of the midst of Babylon, and deliver every man his soul; be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the time of the Lord's 

vengeance; he will render unto her a recompense. 

Jeremiah 51:8 Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed; howl for her; take balm for her pain, if so be she may be healed. 
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HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE the Masculine and Feminine antonym. 

2 Nephi 12:56  

Know ye not that I, the Lord your God, have created all men, and that I remember those who are upon the isles of the sea;  

and that I rule in the heavens above,  

and in the earth beneath; 

 

Mosiah 7:97  

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image,  

or any likeness of anything in heaven above,  

or things which are in the earth beneath. 

 

Mosiah 8:31 And they are one God, yea, the very eternal Father of heaven and of earth; 

 

THIS IS A GOOD EXAMPLE OF ANTONYM OF HEAVEN AND EARTH, MASCULINE AND FEMINITE, AND THE PLURAL AND SINGULAR 

EXAMPLE (WHICH WAS WRITTEN OUT OF ‘MODERN’ 1966 EDITIONS).  THIS IS GOOD HEBREW. 

Alma 8:94 And Amulek said unto him,  

Yea, he is the very eternal Father of heaven and of earth,  

and all things which in them is; 

Mormon 4:70 But behold, I will show unto you a God of miracles, even the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob; And it is that 

same God which created the heavens and the earth and all things that in them is. 

Ether 1:101 And in that day that they shall exercise faith in Me," saith the Lord, "even as the brother of Jared did, that they may become sanctified in 

Me, Then will I manifest unto them the things which the brother of Jared saw, even to the unfolding unto them all My revelations," saith Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God, the Father of the heavens and of the earth and all things that in them is. 

 

THIS WAS NOT BAD GRAMMAR ON THE PART OF JOSEPH SMITH—THIS WAS A PERFECT REPRESENTATION OF THE WAY HEBREW 

PROPHETS REPRESENTED THE UNITY OF TWO THINGS WHICH WERE OPPOSITES. 

When heaven and earth come together this is the MARRIAGE—when two become one. 

Heaven is Masculine and the Earth is Feminine! 
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HEAVEN IS MASCULINE: 

Strong's Concordance 

shamayin: heavens 

Original Word: ַמיִׁן  שָּ

Part of Speech: Noun Masculine 

Transliteration: shamayin 

Phonetic Spelling: (shaw-mah'-yin) 

Definition: heavens 

Strong's Concordance 

erets: earth, land 

Original Word: ץ ר   א 

Part of Speech: Noun Feminine 

Transliteration: erets 

Phonetic Spelling: (eh'-rets) 

Definition: earth, land 

 

Genesis 1:1 

HEB: ֶַֽרץ׃ אָּ ֵ֥ת הָּ יִׁם ְוא  ַמָ֖  ַהשָּ

NAS: created the heavens and the earth. 

KJV: the heaven and the earth. 

INT: God the heavens the earth 

Genesis 1:2 

HEB: ֹֺ֙הּו ה ת ֹ֙ ֵ֥ יְתָּ ֶרץ הָּ אָָּ֗ הָּ  וְּ
NAS: The earth was formless and void, 

KJV: And the earth was without form, 

INT: the earth was was formless 

 

The end of the prophecy is that heaven and earth come together—the masculine and feminine—the God and the Church, masculine and feminine.  To 

be ONE. 
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Alma 8:94 And Amulek said unto him,  

Yea, he is the very eternal Father of heaven and of earth,  

and all things which in them is; 

 

1908 SAYS ‘ARE’ RCE SAYS ‘IS’ 

‘IS’ IS THE PERFECT WAY THE HEBREW WOULD BE STATED: 

3 Nephi 4:44 RCE" 

Behold, I Am Jesus Christ, the Son of God;  

I created the heavens and the earth  

and all things that in them is; 

 

Heaven and earth are plural, in them IS, is singular, representing the understanding via the HEBREW that these two are the counterparts which SHALL 

BE ONE> 
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http://individual.utoronto.ca/mfkolarcik/BerlinA_Parallelism-ABD.html 

PARALLELISM. Parallelism is the most prominent rhetorical figure in ancient Near Eastern poetry, and is also present, although less prominent, 

in biblical prose. It can be defined as the repetition of the same or related semantic content and/or grammatical structure in consecutive lines or 

verses. For example, in Ps 103:10 we find that both the sense and the structure of the first line are echoed, in different words, in the second: 

Not according to our sins did he deal with us; 
And not according to our transgressions did he requite us. 

But, while the definition cited here works well for the most part, and the example of Ps 103:10 would be universally accepted as a parallelism, there 

is no consensus on precisely what parallelism is or how it works, and therefore no absolute criterion for identifying parallelisms. As we move farther 

away from identity or similarity between the two lines, more questions arise and there is more disagreement about the identification of a parallelism. 

For instance, some scholars would consider Ps 106:35 to be a parallelism while others would insist that it is not. 

They intermingled with the nations; 
They learned their ways. 

 

What does seem certain, though, is that parallelism is a matter of relationships—between lines and/or parts of lines. The history of the study 

of biblical parallelism can be understood as a quest to determine the precise nature of the relationship between groups of words which give the strong 

impression of being related in at least one of a number of ways. 

A.  The Study of Parallelism, Past and Present 
B.  Types and Categories 

1.   Synonymous, Antithetic, and Synthetic Parallelism 
2.   Additional Types 

a.   Chiastic Parallelism 

b.   Staircase Parallelism 
c.   Emblematic Parallelism 
d.   Janus Parallelism 

3.   Parallel Word Pairs 

4.   Linguistic Models 
a.   The Grammatical Aspect 
b.   The Lexical Aspect 

c.   The Semantic Aspect 
d.   The Phonological Aspect 
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Flesh, (Bone) which produces Blood. 

 

This is a complete thought in Hebrew.  The Flesh (bone) produces the blood. The flesh can not live without the bloods nourishment.  The two are 

one. 

 

Flesh is masculine 

Blood is feminine (I bet this is true). 

They are the oneness, in the garden with Adam and Eve, this is why communion is both flesh /blood, bread/wine 

 

Strong's Concordance 

basar: flesh 

Original Word: ָֺּרב שָּ  

Part of Speech: Noun Masculine 

Transliteration: basar 

Phonetic Spelling: (baw-sawr') 

Definition: flesh 

Genesis 2:21 

HEB: ַֽנָּהֺ׃ ר ַּתְחּת  ָׂ֖ שָּ ר בָּ יו ַויְִׁסג ֵ֥ ַצְלע תַָּ֔  מִׁ

NAS: and closed up the flesh at that place. 

KJV: and closed up the flesh instead thereof; 

INT: of his ribs and closed the flesh place 

 

Strong's Concordance 

etsem: bone, substance, self 

Original Word: צ ם  ע 

Part of Speech: Noun Feminine 

Transliteration: etsem 

Phonetic Spelling: (eh'tsem) 

Definition: bone, substance, self 
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Genesis 2:23 

HEB: ֺר ָ֖ שָּ י ּובָּ ַמַ֔ ֲַֽעצָּ ֶצם מ  ַעם ֶעֶ֚ אֺת ַהַפֵּ֗  ז ֶ֣
NAS: is now bone of my bones, 

KJV: [is] now bone of my bones, 

INT: This is now bone of my bones and flesh 

 

 

 

1908  

RCE  

Mosiah 7:97 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 

image, or any likeness of anything in 

heaven above, or things which are in the 

earth beneath. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 

image or any likeness of anything in the 

heaven above or things which are in the 

earth beneath 

 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 

image or any likeness of anything 

in ^ heaven above or things which are in the 

earth beneath 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 

image or any likeness of anything 

in the heaven above or things which are in 

the earth beneath 

RCE has better poetic parallelism.  The minor ‘fixes’ of 1908 slightly degraded the Hebrewisms  usually. 

 

 

1908  

RCE  

2 Nephi 11:120 
Or like unto a thirsty man which dreameth, and 

behold he drinketh, but he awaketh, and behold 

he is faint, and his soul hath appetite: 

Or like unto a thirsty man which dreameth, And 

behold - he drinketh, But he awaketh, And 

behold, he is faint, and his soul hath appetite; 

But he awaketh, 

 

Or like unto a thirsty man which dreameth 

and behold he drinketh but he awaketh and 

behold he is faint and his soul hath 

appetite ^ ^ ^ 

Or like unto a thirsty man which dreameth 

And behold he drinketh But he awaketh And 

behold he is faint and his soul hath 

appetite But he awaketh 
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1908  

RCE  

2 Nephi 12:49 

Do they remember the travels, and the labors, 

and the pains of the Jews, and their diligence 

unto me, in bringing forth salvation unto the 

Gentiles? 

Do they remember the travails and the labors 

and the pains of the Jews and their diligence 

unto Me in bringing forth salvation unto the 

Gentiles? 

 

Do they remember the travels and the labors 

and the pains of the Jews and their diligence 

unto me in bringing forth salvation unto the 

Gentiles 

Do they remember the travails and the labors 

and the pains of the Jews and their diligence 

unto Me in bringing forth salvation unto the 

Gentiles 

 

1908  

RCE  

2 Nephi 12:70 
And I shall also speak unto all 

nations of the earth, and they 

shall write it. 

And I shall also speak unto all 

the nations of the earth, and 

they shall write it. 

 

And I shall also speak unto 

all ^ nations of the earth and 

they shall write it 

And I shall also speak unto 

all the nations of the earth 

and they shall write it 
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1908  

RCE  

Alma 16:195 

O my brethren, if ye could be healed by merely 

casting about your eyes, that ye might be 

healed, would ye not behold quickly, or would ye 

rather harden your hearts in unbelief, and be 

slothful, that ye would not cast about your eyes, 

that ye might perish? 

"O my brethren, if ye could be healed by merely 

casting about your eyes that ye might behold, 

would ye not behold quickly? Or would ye rather 

harden your hearts in unbelief and be slothful, 

that ye would not cast about your eyes that ye 

might perish? 

 

O my brethren if ye could be healed by 

merely casting about your eyes that ye 

might be healed would ye not behold quickly 

or would ye rather harden your hearts in 

unbelief and be slothful that ye would not 

cast about your eyes that ye might perish 

O my brethren if ye could be healed by 

merely casting about your eyes that ye 

might ^ behold would ye not behold quickly 

Or would ye rather harden your hearts in 

unbelief and be slothful that ye would not 

cast about your eyes that ye might perish 

   

The RCE has more consistent Poetry by the simple word fixes (or in other words, the 1908 loses some of the poetic symmetry by ‘fixing’ perceived 

textual errors. 

"O my brethren, if ye could be healed  

by merely casting about your eyes  

that ye might behold, would ye not behold quickly?  

Or would ye rather harden your hearts in unbelief and be slothful,  

that ye would not cast about your eyes  

that ye might perish? 
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Singular/Plural 

Hearts/Heart (or perhaps not) 

 

 

1908  

RCE  

Helaman 5:37 

But behold, if a man shall come among you, and 

shall say, Do this, and there is no iniquity; do 

that, and ye shall not suffer; yea, he will say, 

Walk after the pride of your own hearts; yea, 

walk after the pride of your eyes, and do 

whatsoever your hearts desireth; and if a man 

shall come among you and say this, ye will 

receive him, and ye will say that he is a prophet; 

But behold if a man shall come among you and 

shall say Do this and there is no iniquity do that 

and ye shall not suffer Yea he will say Walk 

after the pride of your own hearts yea walk 

after the pride of your eyes and do whatsoever 

your heart desireth And if a man shall come 

among you and say this Ye will receive him and 

ye will say that he is a prophet 

 

But behold if a man shall come among you 

and shall say Do this and there is no iniquity 

do that and ye shall not suffer yea he will say 

Walk after the pride of your own hearts yea 

walk after the pride of your eyes and do 

whatsoever your hearts desireth and if a 

man shall come among you and say this ye 

will receive him and ye will say that he is a 

prophet 

But behold if a man shall come among you 

and shall say Do this and there is no iniquity 

do that and ye shall not suffer Yea he will 

say Walk after the pride of your own hearts 

yea walk after the pride of your eyes and do 

whatsoever your heart desireth And if a man 

shall come among you and say this Ye will 

receive him and ye will say that he is a 

prophet 
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(Singular/Plural: Mosiah 11:154 That every man should esteem his neighbor as himself, Laboring with their own hands for their support,) 

 

Mormon 4:78 Who shall say that it was not a miracle that  

by His word the heaven and the earth should be? And 

by the power of His word man was created of the dust of the earth? And  

by the power of His word hath miracles been wrought? 
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 "What is antithetical parallelism in Hebrew poetry?" 

https://www.gotquestions.org/antithetical-parallelism.html 

Antithetical Parallelism (Using the word ‘But’) 

The use of “BUT” 

(from Davidson Hebrew Syntax 1902) 

 

1 Nephi 5:144 "Ye are swift to do iniquity, but slow to remember the Lord your God; 

1 Nephi 5:146 And He hath spoken unto you in a still small voice, but ye were past feeling that ye could not feel His words; 

1 Nephi 5:231 Not that I would excuse myself because of other men, But because of the weakness which is in me according to the flesh, I would 
excuse myself. 
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1 Nephi 6:9 Nevertheless, they call themselves of the holy city, But they do not stay themselves upon the God of Israel, which is the Lord of Hosts- 
Yea, the Lord of Hosts is His name: 

1 Nephi 7:20 And not only unto the Gentiles, but unto all the house of Israel unto the making known of the covenants of the Father of heaven unto 
Abraham, saying: 'In thy Seed shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.' 

2 Nephi 2:8 Not the Messiah, but a branch which was to be broken off, Nevertheless, to be remembered in the covenants of the Lord- 

2 Nephi 2:18 And not to the bringing forth My word only," saith the Lord, "But to the convincing them of My word which shall have already gone forth 
among them. 

2 Nephi 6:81 Behold, the way for man is narrow, but it lieth in a straight course before him, And the keeper of the gate is the Holy One of Israel, and He 
employeth no servant there; 

2 Nephi 7:34 Nevertheless, we have been driven out of the land of our inheritance, but we have been led to a better land, 

2 Nephi 8:95 Therefore is the anger of the Lord kindled against His people, And He hath stretched forth His hand against them and hath smitten them; 
And the hills did tremble, And their carcasses were torn in the midst of the streets. For all this His anger is not turned away, But His hand stretched out 
still. 

2 Nephi 9:101 And it shall come to pass in that day that the remnant of Israel, and such as are escaped of the house of Jacob, shall no more again stay 
upon him that smote them, But shall stay upon the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth. 

 

2 Nephi 11:99 Behold I say unto you, Nay!  

But He saith: "Come unto Me, all ye ends of the earth, Buy milk and honey without money and without price." 

2 Nephi 11:103 Behold I say unto you, Nay!  

But He hath given it free for all men; And He hath commanded His people that they should persuade all men unto repentance. 

2 Nephi 11:105 Behold I say unto you, Nay!  

But all men are privileged, the one like unto the other, And none are forbidden. 

 

2 Nephi 11:106 He commandeth that there shall be no priestcrafts; For behold, priestcrafts are that men preach and set themselves up for a light unto 
the world, that they may get gain and praise of the world, But they seek not the welfare of Zion. 

2 Nephi 14:11 For if ye would hearken unto the Spirit which teacheth a man to pray, ye would know that ye must pray, For the evil spirit teacheth not a 
man to pray, but teacheth him that he must not pray. 

Jacob 4:7 And they are a stiff-necked and a gainsaying people, But as many as will not harden their hearts shall be saved in the kingdom of God. 

Mosiah 13:16 "Now it is better that a man should be judged of God than of man, for the judgments of God are always just, But the judgments of man 
are not always just; 
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Alma 14:86 Yea, neither shall they be harrowed up by the whirlwinds;  

But when the storm cometh, they shall be gathered together in their place, that the storm cannot penetrate to them; Yea, neither shall they be 
driven with fierce winds whithersoever the enemy listeth to carry them; 

Alma 14:91 But Ammon saith unto him: "I do not boast in my own strength or in my own wisdom, 

 But behold, my joy is full! Yea, my heart is brim with joy and I will rejoice in my God! 

Alma 14:95 Yea, they were encircled about with everlasting darkness and destruction,  

But behold, He hath brought them into His everlasting light, yea, into everlasting salvation, And they are encircled about with the matchless 
bounty of His love. 

Alma 14:101 Behold, He did not exercise His justice upon us,  

But in His great mercy hath brought us over that everlasting gulf of death and misery, even to the salvation of our souls. 

 

Helaman 4:72 And I would that all men might be saved; But we read that in that great and last day there are some which shall be cast out, Yea, which 
shall be cast off from the presence of the Lord 

 

Moroni 8:19 For I know that God is not a partial God, neither a changeable Being,  

But He is unchangeable from all eternity to all eternity. 

Moroni 9:27 "My son, be faithful in Christ;  

And may not the things which I have written grieve thee, to weigh thee down unto death,  

But may Christ lift thee up;  

And may His sufferings and death,  

and the showing His body unto our fathers,  

and His mercy and longsuffering,  

and the hope of His glory and of eternal life 

 rest in your mind forever; 

Some biblical examples below of Antithetical Parallelism 

 

(below from https://www.gotquestions.org/antithetical-parallelism.html) 
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The antithetical parallelism in Ecclesiastes 10:2 is quite apparent: 
 
“The heart of the wise inclines to the right, 
but the heart of the fool to the left.” 

Often, but not always, antithetical parallelism is set up with the conjunction but. Here’s another example, from Proverbs 19:16: 
 
“He who obeys instructions guards his life, 
but he who is contemptuous of his ways will die.” 

 

Proverbs 10:2 contains another example of antithetical parallelism: 

 

“Ill-gotten treasures are of no value, 

but righteousness delivers from death.  

 

Proverbs 8:35-36: Sometimes, the Hebrew poets used a combination of parallel styles. Consider the words of Wisdom 
personified in 

“For whoever finds me finds life 

and receives favor from the Lord. 

But whoever fails to find me harms himself; 

all who hate me love death.”” 

 

 

 

 

 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eccles%2010.2
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2019.16


 

 

(look up these articles on the internet as well all at ‘gotquestions.org’ :   

What is synonymous parallelism in Hebrew poetry? 
 
What is synthetic parallelism in Hebrew poetry? 
 
What is emblematic parallelism in Hebrew poetry? 
 
What is a chiasm / chiastic structure in the Bible? ) 

 

 

  

https://www.gotquestions.org/synonymous-parallelism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/synthetic-parallelism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/emblematic-parallelism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/chiasm-chiastic.html


Synthetic Parallelism in Hebrew poetry? 

https://www.gotquestions.org/synthetic-parallelism.html 

Question: "What is synthetic parallelism in Hebrew poetry?" 

 

Answer: Many books of the Old Testament were written as poetry. The Wisdom books of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and Song of Solomon 

are wholly poetic. The Major and Minor Prophets were also written largely in poetic form. Because there’s so much poetry in the Hebrew Bible, it’s 

fitting to familiarize ourselves with the basics of Hebrew poetry. What is it that makes a Hebrew poem poetic? In a word, parallelism. 

 

In our language, parallelism is the repetition of certain sentence parts for rhetorical effect. English uses parallelism quite often, as in the proverb “like 

father, like son.” A. A. Milne’s words, “You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem, and smarter than you think,” also exhibit parallelism 

in their three clauses. In the Hebrew language of the Old Testament, parallelism goes beyond simple grammatical form to include repetition of 

thought. 

 

Take two lines of poetry. In synonymous parallelism, the idea of the second line is a restatement of the idea of the first line (see Proverbs 18:7). In 

antithetical parallelism, the idea of the second line is the opposite of the idea in the first line (see Proverbs 18:23). In synthetic parallelism, which is 

not really parallelism at all, related thoughts are brought together to emphasize similarities, contrasts, or other correlations. 

 

One type of synthetic parallelism simply classifies certain behaviors or traits. For example, Proverbs 21:4 classifies three characteristics of a wicked 

heart: 

 

“Haughty eyes and a proud heart, 

the lamp of the wicked, are sin!” 

 

Another type of synthetic parallelism presents an action side by side with another action of greater (or lesser) consequence. Proverbs 21:27 is an 

example: 

 

“The sacrifice of the wicked is detestable – 

how much more so when brought with evil intent!” 

 

This verse takes one sinful action—offering a sacrifice with a wicked heart—and compares it to an even greater sin—offering the sacrifice for the 

express purpose of sinning! It’s an argument from “less than” to “greater than.” 

 

Another type of synthetic parallelism involves the formula “better this than that.” For example, consider Ecclesiastes 7:5: 

 

“It is better to heed a wise man’s rebuke 

than to listen to the song of fools.” 
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Songs are usually pleasant to hear, and we usually don’t like to be rebuked, but given the choice between a fool’s song and a wise man’s rebuke, 

choose the rebuke every time. Proper guidance is valuable; no amount of entertainment can compensate for bad advice. 

 

Because synthetic parallelism is such a broad category, there are many other types that could be identified. Basically, when the structure of the 

poetry is not synonymous or antithetical, then it could be considered synthetic. 

 

Examples of Synthetic Parallelism in the Book of Mormon: 

1 Nephi 5:96 And it would have been better that they had died before they came out of Jerusalem  

than to have suffered these afflictions. 

Mosiah 5:22 For it is better that we be slaves to the Nephites  

than to pay tribute to the king of the Lamanites." 

 

2 Nephi 13:7 And now if the Lamb of God, He being holy, should have need to be baptized by water to fulfill all righteousness, O 
then, how much more need have we, being unholy, to be baptized, yea, even by water! 

Mosiah 2:37 "And if ye judge the man who putteth up his petition to you for your substance, that he perish not, and condemn him, How 
much more just will be your condemnation for withholding your substance which doth not belong to you, but to God to whom also your 
life belongeth? 

Alma 16:141 "And now how much more cursed is he that knoweth the will of God and doeth it not, than he that only believeth, or only 
hath cause to believe, and falleth into transgression? Now of this thing ye must judge. 

3 Nephi 6:23 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children, How much more shall your Father which is in 
heaven give good things to them that ask Him! 

Jacob 3:13 Wherefore, if God being able to speak and the world was, and to speak and man was created, O then, why not able to 

command the earth, or the workmanship of His hands upon the face of it, according to His will and pleasure? 

 

Helaman 3:55 "And now we know that Jerusalem was destroyed according to the words of Jeremiah; O then, why not the Son of God 

come according to his prophecy? 

1 Nephi 1:98 Behold, he is a mighty man and he can command fifty, yea, even he can slay fifty; Then why not us?" 

1 Nephi 1:99 And it came to pass that I spake unto my brethren, saying: "Let us go up again unto Jerusalem and let us be faithful in 
keeping the commandments of the Lord, For behold, He is mightier than all the earth; Then why not mightier than Laban and his fifty, 
yea, or even than his tens of thousands? 
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2 Nephi 3:42 O then, if I have seen so great things, If the Lord in His condescension unto the children of men hath visited me in so much 
mercy, Why should my heart weep and my soul linger in the valley of sorrow? And my flesh waste away and my strength slacken 
because of mine afflictions? 

2 Nephi 3:43 And why should I yield to sin because of my flesh? 

2 Nephi 3:44 Yea, why should I give way to temptations, that the evil one have place in my heart to destroy my peace and afflict my 
soul? 

2 Nephi 3:45 Why am I angry because of mine enemy? 

Jacob 4:10 Yea, today, if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts, For why will ye die? 

Helaman 3:18 "O repent ye! repent ye! Why will ye die? "Turn ye! turn ye unto the Lord your God! Why hath He forsaken you? 

1 Nephi 5:159 "And now, if the Lord hath such great power and hath wrought so many miracles among the children of men, How is it 
that He cannot instruct me that I should build a ship?" 

Jacob 2:58 And their unbelief and their hatred toward you is because of the iniquity of their fathers; Wherefore, how much better are 
you than they in the sight of your great Creator? 

Mosiah 3:17 "For how knoweth a man the master which he hath not served and which is a stranger unto him and is far from the 
thoughts and intents of his heart? 
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What is synonymous parallelism in Hebrew poetry? 

https://www.gotquestions.org/synonymous-parallelism.html 

 

Answer: Synonymous parallelism is a poetic literary device which involves the repetition of one idea in successive lines. The first 

half of a verse will make a statement, and the second half will essentially say the same thing in different words. The statements are 

“parallel”ֺin thatֺtheyֺareֺjuxtaposed,ֺorֺsideֺbyֺside,ֺandֺtheyֺoftenֺshareֺsimilarֺsyntax.ֺTheֺstatementsֺareֺ“synonymous”ֺinֺthatֺ

they say the same thing, with some minor variations. Other types of parallelism found in Hebrew poetry include antithetical 

parallelism and synthetic parallelism, but synonymous parallelism is probably the most common. 

 

In English poetry, one of the tools used is end rhyme: 

 

“Outֺflewֺtheֺwebֺandֺfloatedֺwide; 

Theֺmirrorֺcrack’dֺfromֺsideֺtoֺside” 

(Tennyson) 

 

End rhyme is formed by matching sounds; synonymous parallelism is formed by matching 

thoughts.  

English poets want their sounds to rhyme; Hebrew poets wanted their ideas to rhyme. 
 

Psalm 120:2 is an example of synonymous parallelism: 

 

“Saveֺme,ֺOֺLord,ֺfromֺlyingֺlips 

andֺfromֺdeceitfulֺtongues.” 

 

The idea ofֺ“lyingֺlips”ֺin theֺfirstֺlineֺofֺtheֺpoetryֺisֺrepeatedֺinֺtheֺsecondֺlineֺasֺ“deceitfulֺtongues.”ֺTheֺtwoֺexpressionsֺuseֺ

different words to describe the same thing—aֺmouthֺthatֺcan’tֺtellֺtheֺtruth.ֺTheֺmeaningsֺofֺbothֺlinesֺareֺsynonymous. 

 

Proverbs 3:11 is another instance: 

 

“Myֺson,ֺdoֺnotֺdespiseֺtheֺLord’sֺdiscipline 

andֺdoֺnotֺresentֺhisֺrebuke.” 

 

“Doֺnotֺdespise”ֺisֺequalֺtoֺ“doֺnotֺresent”;ֺtheֺLord’sֺ“discipline”ֺisֺsynonymousֺwithֺHisֺ“rebuke.”ֺTheֺfirstֺpartֺofֺtheֺ

commandֺlinesֺupֺratherֺneatlyֺwithֺtheֺsecondֺpartֺofֺtheֺcommand.ֺThat’sֺsynonymousֺparallelism. 
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Sometimes, the parallelism serves to amplify the theme as well as restate it. Take Proverbs 17:25, for example: 

 

“Aֺfoolishֺsonֺbringsֺgriefֺtoֺhisֺfather 

andֺbitternessֺtoֺtheֺoneֺwhoֺboreֺhim.” 

 

Inֺthisֺproverb,ֺtheֺfoolishֺsonֺbringsֺtwoֺthingsֺ(“grief”ֺandֺ“bitterness”)ֺtoֺtwoֺpeopleֺ(hisֺ“father”ֺandֺ“theֺone whoֺboreֺhim,”ֺ

i.e.,ֺhisֺmother).ֺTheֺparallelֺstructureֺlinksֺ“grief”ֺwithֺ“bitterness”—synonymous feelings of pain. And the father and mother are 

linkedֺviaֺparallelism,ֺasֺwell.ֺTheֺpoetֺsimplyֺmeansֺ“parents,”ֺbutֺheֺmentionsֺthemֺseparately to fill out the poetic form. As a 

result, the point is made that both parents keenly feel the anguish of having a foolish son. 

 

The prophetic books of the Old Testament also contain poetry. An example of synonymous parallelism is found in Isaiah 53:5: 

 

“Butֺheֺwasֺpiercedֺforֺourֺtransgressions, 

heֺwasֺcrushedֺforֺourֺiniquities.” 

 

IsaiahֺpredictsֺthatֺtheֺMessiahֺwouldֺsufferֺforֺ“ourֺtransgressions,”ֺaֺphraseֺsynonymousֺwithֺ“our iniquities”ֺinֺthe next line. 

Hisֺsufferingֺisֺreferredֺtoֺasֺaֺ“piercing”ֺandֺaֺ“crushing.”ֺTheseֺideasֺareֺrelatedֺbutֺnotֺexactlyֺsynonymous.ֺTheyֺareֺset in 

parallel to give us a fuller picture of what the Messiah would experience on our behalf: a crushing load of sin (spiritual and 

emotional pain) and the piercing of the nails (physical pain). 

Examples from Book of Mormon: 

  

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2017.25
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Isa%2053.5


What is emblematic parallelism in Hebrew poetry? 

 

https://www.gotquestions.org/emblematic-parallelism.html 

 

Question: "What is emblematic parallelism in Hebrew poetry?" 

 

Answer: Emblematic parallelism is a poetic device often used in the book of Proverbs. It is one of several types of parallelism used in Hebrew poetry 

(the other types being synonymous parallelism, synthetic parallelism, and antithetical parallelism). Emblematic parallelism is constructed with a 

symbol or a metaphor (an emblem) that is placed side by side (in parallel) with its meaning. A verse that exhibits emblematic parallelism will feature 

an illustration and its interpretation—an extended simile or an ancient object lesson, as it were. 

 

Proverbs 25:13 is an example of the use of emblematic parallelism: 

 

“Like a snow-cooled drink at harvest time 

is a trustworthy messenger to the one who sends him; 

he refreshes the spirit of his master.” 

 

In this three-part proverb, the first line is the emblem, or word picture: “a snow-cooled drink.” The second line is the caption of the picture: “a 

trustworthy messenger.” And the third line is an added explanation—something that most instances of emblematic parallelism do not contain. As we 

read this verse, we ask, how is a trusted messenger like a cool drink on a hot summer’s day? The answer is provided for us: a faithful messenger 

refreshes the soul of the person who sends him. When a man of integrity has been given a job to do, he will complete it—and what a blessing it is to 

have someone like that in one’s employ! 

 

Proverbs 25:12 is another example: 

 

“Like an earring of gold or an ornament of fine gold 

is the rebuke of a wise judge to a listening ear.” 

 

Here, the emblem is a piece of fine gold jewelry, illustrative of a wise rebuke. As with all proverbs of this type, we must answer the question, what is 

the connection? How is the first line like the second line? The answer is that heeding good advice, especially when it requires humility, is rewarding. A 

person who is wise and pliable enough to accept reproof is enriched; the listening ear is adorned with the “fine gold” of wisdom. 

 

Another good example of emblematic parallelism is Proverbs 25:18: 

 

“Like a club or a sword or a sharp arrow 

is one who gives false testimony against a neighbor.” 

https://www.gotquestions.org/emblematic-parallelism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/synonymous-parallelism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/synthetic-parallelism.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/antithetical-parallelism.html
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2025.13
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2025.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Prov%2025.18


 

The emblem is a set of weapons, and underneath that word picture is a reference to a liar. Note that the weapons can be considered as a series of 

progressively more refined instruments of death: a bludgeon, a sword, and an arrow. Some lies are blunt; others are more “civilized” and to the point; 

all are capable of causing pain and death. Also, note the range of the weapons gets progressively broader: a club must be used at close range, while 

an arrow can do its damage from a distance. Falsehoods, whether coming from near or far, can be deadly. 

 

Other examples of emblematic parallelism include Proverbs 11:22; 25:11, 13, 19, 20, 23, 26; 27:15, 17, 19; and 28:15. 

 

The books of Job, Psalms, Proverbs, the Song of Solomon, Ecclesiastes, and Lamentations are almost entirely poetic in form. Many prophets, including 

Isaiah, Jeremiah, Joel, and Micah, also recorded their oracles in poetry. Because poetry is so pervasive in the Old Testament, it is profitable for Bible 

students to study the structure and forms of parallelism. 
 

Example in the Book of Mormon: 

 

Mosiah 1:84 Which doth cause him to shrink from the presence of the Lord, And doth fill his breast with guilt 

and pain and anguish, which is like an unquenchable fire whose flames ascendeth up forever and ever. 

 

Mosiah 1:129 'And their torment is as a lake of fire and brimstone, whose flames are unquenchable and whose 

smoke ascendeth up forever and ever.' 

 

Mosiah 5:48 "For behold, the Lord hath said: 'I will not succor My people in the day of their transgression, but I 

will hedge up their ways, that they prosper not; And their doings shall be as a stumbling block before them.' 

 

Mosiah 5:86 Yea, they are as a wild flock which fleeth from the shepherd and scattereth, And are driven and 

are devoured by the beasts of the forest." 

 

Mosiah 7:62 And again, he saith that thou shalt be as a stalk, even as a dry stalk of the field which is run over 

by the beasts and trodden underfoot; 
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Alma 9:30 "Then is the time when their torments shall be as a lake of fire and brimstone whose flames 

ascendeth up forever and ever. 

 

Alma 10:52 And the blood of the innocent shall stand as a witness against them, yea, and cry mightily against 

them at the last day." 
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Increasing Specificity 

Mosiah 11:150  

And now it came to pass that the persecutions which were inflicted on the church by the unbelievers became so great that the church began to murmur 

and complain to their leaders concerning the matter;  

And they did complain to Alma, 

 

2 Nephi 13:5 For the Lord God giveth light unto the understanding,  

for He speaketh unto men according to their language unto their understanding; 

Mosiah 1:86  

O all ye old men, and also ye young men  

and you little children which can understand my words,  

for I have spoken plain unto you that ye might understand, 

Mosiah 5:85 Yea, and how blind and impenetrable are the understandings of the children of men!  

For they will not seek wisdom,  

Neither do they desire that she should rule over them; 

2 Nephi 12:63  

And because that I have spoken one word, Ye need not suppose that I cannot speak another; For My work is not yet finished;  

Neither shall it be until the end of man;  

Neither from that time henceforth and forever. 

2 Nephi 12:14-15  

because of pride, And because of false teachers and false doctrines, their churches have become corrupted and their churches are lifted up,  
Because of pride,  
they are puffed up;  

They rob the poor,  
because of their fine sanctuaries,  

They rob the poor,  
because of their fine clothing;  

And they persecute the meek and the poor in heart,  
because in their pride  
they are puffed up. 

 

http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=3561&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=2112&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=2724&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=2935&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit


2 Nephi 12:96-98 Wherefore, the things of all nations shall be made known;  
Yea, all things shall be made known unto the children of men – 

There is nothing which is secret,  
save it shall be revealed;  

There is no work of darkness,  
save it shall be made manifest in the light;  

And there is nothing which is sealed upon earth,  
save it shall be loosed – 

Wherefore, all things which have been revealed unto the children of men  
shall at that day be revealed; 
(Multiple contrasting parallels, increasing explanation) 

   



Question: "What is a chiasm / chiastic structure in the Bible?" 

https://www.gotquestions.org/chiasm-chiastic.html 

 

Answer: A chiasm (also called a chiasmus) is a literary device in which a sequence of ideas is presented and then repeated in reverse order. The result 

is a “mirror” effect as the ideas are “reflected” back in a passage. Each idea is connected to its “reflection” by a repeated word, often in a related 

form. The term chiasm comes from the Greek letter chi, which looks like our letter X. Chiastic pattern is also called “ring structure.” 

 

The structure of a chiasm is usually expressed through a series of letters, each letter representing a new idea. For example, the structure ABBA refers 

to two ideas (A and B) repeated in reverse order (B and A). Often, a chiasm includes another idea in the middle of the repetition: ABXBA. In this 

structure, the two ideas (A and B) are repeated in reverse order, but a third idea is inserted before the repetition (X). By virtue of its position, the 

insertion is emphasized. 

 

Some chiasms are quite simple. The common saying “When the going gets tough, the tough get going” is chiastic. The words going and tough are 

repeated, in reverse order, in the second half of the sentence. The structure is ABBA. Another example of a chiasm, also with the ABBA structure, is 

Benjamin Franklin’s axiom “By failing to prepare, you are preparing to fail.” Other chiasms are more complex, even spanning entire poems. 

 

Many passages in the Bible exhibit chiastic structure. For example, Jesus’ words in Mark 2:27 are in the form of a chiasm: “The Sabbath was made for 

man, not man for the Sabbath.” Using the ABBA form, the words Sabbath and man are repeated in reverse order. Matthew 23:12 is another example. 

 

A longer chiasm is found in Joel 3:17–21. This one has seven parts, diagrammed this way: ABCXCBA. Here is the passage: 

 

“‘Then you will know that I, the Lord your God,  

   dwell in Zion, my holy hill. 

Jerusalem will be holy;  

   never again will foreigners invade her. 

In that day the mountains will drip new wine,  

   and the hills will flow with milk;  

   all the ravines of Judah will run with water. 

A fountain will flow out of the Lord’s house 

   and will water the valley of acacias. 

But Egypt will be desolate, 

   Edom a desert waste, 

because of violence done to the people of Judah,  

   in whose land they shed innocent blood. 

Judah will be inhabited forever 

   and Jerusalem through all generations. 

Shall I leave their innocent blood unavenged? 

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Mark%202.27
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2023.12
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Joel%203.17%E2%80%9321


   No, I will not.’ 

The Lord dwells in Zion!” 

 

The ideas presented in this prophecy follow this arrangement: 

 

A - God dwells in Zion (verse 17a) 

B - Jerusalem is holy (verse 17b) 

C - Foreign invaders are banished (verse 17c) 

X - The blessings of the Kingdom (verse 18) 

C - Foreign enemies are destroyed (verse 19) 

B - Jerusalem and Judah are preserved (verses 20–21a) 

A - God dwells in Zion (verse 21b) 

 

Other passages that provide examples of chiasms include Ecclesiastes 11:3—12:2; Genesis 6—9; Amos 5:4–6a; Isaiah 1:21–26; and Joshua 1:5–9. 

Chiastic patterns in the Bible are just one more example of the richness and complexity of God’s inspired Word. 
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http://www.eldrbarry.net/clas/gb/poetovr.pdf 

 

THE FORM OF HEBREW POETRY: Parallelism The basic principle of Hebrew poetry is the repetition, elaboration, or variation on the sense of a line This 

parallelism may be semantic and/or grammatical. Hebrew poetry uses all the figures of speech of English poetry: metaphors, similes, personification, 

etc. in striking ways. Vivid word pictures are a characteristic of the Hebrew language. Synonymous parallelism: repeats the thought in synoymous 

terms Deut- 32:1,2: Hear 0 heavens, and I will speak; Hear 0 Earth, the words of my mouth. Let my teaching fall like rain and my words descend like 

dew, like showers on new grass, like abundant rain on tender plants. Prov 11:25: A generous man will prosper he who refreshes others will himself be 

refreshed. Antithetical parallelism contrasts the thought with another usually introducing the second line with “but": Prov 10:1,2 A wise son delights a 

father, but a foolish son is a mother's grief. Ill gotten treasures will not avail; but virtue saves from death. Or Psalm 1:6 For the Lord watches over the 

way of the righteous but the way of the wicked will perish. 

Synthetic parallelism : A “catch-all” variety of forms:  

• Completion or internal: where the second line completes the first: Psalm 2:6 Yet have I set my king Upon Zion my holy hill. • Comparison: Prov 

15:17 Better a meal of vegetables where there is love, than a fattened calf with hatred.  

• • Climatic: where a stairstep of lines adds thoughts to the first: Psa 29:1;2: Ascribe to the Lord, 0 mighty ones, Ascribe to the Lord glory and 

strength. Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; Worship the Lord in the splendor of His holiness.  

• • Chaiastic: Similar to Synonymous, only the second-line reverses the first: Psa 51:1 Have mercy upon me o Lord, according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.  

• • Emblematic: The second line serves as an emblem to illustrate the first without any words of contrast: Prov 11:29 A gold ring in a swine's snout- 

a fair woman without understanding. Prov 25:25 Cold water to a thirsty soul, and good news from a far country. Frequently the first of two 

paralleled lines is a more “general” term, and the following part uses more specific, extravagant, or explanatory terms or figures of speech to 

“intensify” and strengthen emotions, sharpen images, or make actions more powerful, real and concrete. The combination of this “dynamic” 

parallelism with its vivid figurative language allows for the rich development of themes, meaning, and ideas within the poetry. 

 

The basic unit of Poetry is the Strophe or Stanza. A wide variety of larger parallel structures, refrains, alliterations, repetitions, acrostics or other 

literary devices may be used to unite the whole into a larger unit. There are distinct forms for some types of poems such as laments, thanksgivings, 

praise songs, etc. There is a striking absence of any “narrative storytelling” in Hebrew poetry, But these poetic forms are often used in the narrative 

and prophetic writings to make the images or descriptions of events or judgements vivid. Hebrew poetry is also noted for its terseness : Frequently 

drops nouns or verbs; or omits conjunctions, temporal indicators or logical connectors. It should be clear that Hebrew poetry is readily translated as 

it is the thoughts and images that “rhyme,” not the words 

Praise the Lord, all nations!  

Extol him, all peoples!  

For great is his steadfast love toward us,  

and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever.  

http://www.eldrbarry.net/clas/gb/poetovr.pdf


Praise the Lord! Psalm 117:1-2 

 

 

 

Daniel 
2:19-23 Then was the secret revealed unto Daniel in a night vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven. 
 
Daniel answered and said,  
Blessed be the name of God forever and ever;  
for wisdom and might are his; 
And he changeth the times and the seasons;  
he removeth kings, and setteth up kings;  
he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding; 
He revealeth the deep and secret things;  
he knoweth what is in the darkness,  
and the light dwelleth with him. 
 
I thank thee, and praise thee, O thou God of my fathers, 

 who hast given me wisdom and might,  

and hast made known unto me now what we desired of thee;  

 

  



9:3 And I set my face unto the Lord God 

to seek by prayer and supplications 

with fasting 

and sackcloth 

and ashes; 

9:4 And I prayed unto the Lord my God 

and made my confession 

and said 

O Lord 

the great and dreadful God 

keeping the covenant and mercy to them that love him 

and to them that keep his commandments; 

9:5 We have sinned 

and have committed iniquity 

and have done wickedly 

and have rebelled 

even by departing from thy precepts and from thy judgments; 

9:6 Neither have we hearkened unto thy servants the prophets 

which spake in thy name to our kings 

our princes 

and our fathers 

and to all the people of the land. 

9:7 O Lord 

righteousness belongeth unto thee 

but unto us confusion of faces 

as at this day; to the men of Judah 

and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem 

and unto all Israel 

that are near 

and that are far off 

through all the countries whither thou hast driven them 

because of their trespass that they have trespassed against thee. 

9:8 O Lord 

to us belongeth confusion of face 

to our kings 

to our princes 

and to our fathers 

because we have sinned against thee. 

9:9 To the Lord our God belong mercies and forgivenesses 

though we have rebelled against him; 

9:10 Neither have we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God 

to walk in his laws 

which he set before us by his servants the prophets. 

9:11 Yea 

all Israel have transgressed thy law 

even by departing 



that they might not obey thy voice; therefore the curse is poured upon us 

and the oath that is written in the law of Moses the servant of God 

because we have sinned against him. 

9:12 And he hath confirmed his words 

which he spake against us 

and against our judges that judged us 

by bringing upon us a great evil; for under the whole heaven hath not been done as hath been done upon 
Jerusalem. 

9:13 As it is written in the law of Moses 

all this evil is come upon us; yet made we not our prayer before the Lord our God 

that we might turn from our iniquities 

and understand thy truth. 

9:14 Therefore hath the Lord watched upon the evil 

and brought it upon us; for the Lord our God is righteous in all his works which he doeth; for we obeyed not his 
voice. 

9:15 And now 

O Lord our God 

that hast brought thy people forth out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand 

and hast gotten thee renown 

as at this day; we have sinned 

we have done wickedly. 

9:16 O Lord 

according to all thy righteousness 

I beseech thee 

let thine anger and thy fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem 

thy holy mountain; because for our sins 

and for the iniquities of our fathers 

Jerusalem and thy people are become a reproach to all that are about us. 

9:17 Now therefore 

O our God 

hear the prayer of thy servant 

and his supplications 

and cause thy face to shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate 

for the Lord's sake. 

9:18 O my God 

incline thine ear 

and hear; open thine eyes 

and behold our desolations 

and the city which is called by thy name; for we do not present our supplications before thee for our 
righteousnesses 

but for thy great mercies. 

9:19 O Lord 

hear; O Lord 

forgive; O Lord 

hearken and do; defer not 

for thine own sake 



O my God; for thy city and thy people are called by thy name. 

 

  



Hyponymous Word Pair 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/42707404?seq=1 

 

 

It is not word pairs that create the parallelism, It is the Parallelism that creates the Word Pair. 
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Singular/Plural 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/1195899?read-

now=1&refreqid=excelsior%3Aedc61f9d6c9cc4923d4eac6236c2ff6c&seq=2#page_scan_tab_contents 

Article Entitled: The Structure of Hebrew Poetry 

The Journal of Religion p. 524 
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2 Nephi 1:95 For there is a God and He hath created all things- Both the heavens and the earth and all things that in 

them is, 

Mosiah 7:118 For in six days the Lord made heaven and earth and the sea and all that in them is; Wherefore, the Lord 
blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed it. 

Alma 8:94 And Amulek saith unto him: "Yea, He is the Very Eternal Father of heaven and of earth and all things which in 
them is; 

3 Nephi 4:44 "Behold, I Am Jesus Christ, the Son of God; I created the heavens and the earth and all things that in 
them is; 

Mormon 4:70 But behold, I will show unto you a God of miracles, even the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob; And it is that same God which created the heavens and the earth and all things that in them is. 
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https://books.google.com/books?id=sjSTAVoTcr4C&pg=PA137&lpg=PA137&dq=hebrew+singular+intensivus&source=bl&ots

=VWTSq2JdC2&sig=ACfU3U3ZuleHmEq9jN5uCt7P-

knjp2zqzA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjj__r57sfnAhXaK80KHX7UCeYQ6AEwCHoECAoQAQ#v=onepage&q=hebrew%20singul

ar%20intensivus&f=false 

 

 

 

Plurals with singular meaning can be used of entities or objects that belong to important or royal 

persons.  
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/pdf/527612.pdf 
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https://www.studylight.org/language-studies/hebrew-thoughts.html?article=588 

Language Studies 

Hebrew Thoughts 

 Mâyîm -  ָמיִם (Strong's #4325) 

Water(s) 

The word ָמיִם mâyîm (Strong's #4325, x582) first appears in the Creation narrative of Genesis: 

"And the earth was formless and empty, and darkness was upon the face of the deep and the Spirit of God hovered upon the 

face of the waters" (Genesis 1:2) 

The earth existed and water existed but land and light had not yet appeared. Water is considered one of the primaeval 
elements and the letter 'M' in many ancient alphabets (e.g., Phoenician, Greek) represented water. Ancient Ugaritic 
used mym and Egyptian my whilst many modern languages' words for "water" or "sea" begin with 'm' and still carry its 
influence: mar (Spanish), mer (French), meer (German), mare (Latin), mâ’ (Arabic), mai (Ethiopic). 

The Hebrew word ָמיִם mâyîm is a plural of ַמי may but which never occurs in the singular perhaps because water could not be 

thought of as singular or because of its ability to flow and fill any space to the full; at best, only a raindrop could be considered 
to be one "water" as opposed to many "waters". 

As the Creation narrative continues we find God organising and naming the waters, "Let there be a firmament in the midst of 
the waters, and let it divide the waters from the waters" (Genesis 1:6) and "Let the waters under the heavens be gathered 
together into one place, and let the dry appear ... the gathering together of the waters He called Seas" (Genesis 1:9-10). 

In Hebrew the word for "heaven" is shâmmayîm (Strong's #8064, x420) of an unknown origin possibly meaning lofty. 

As shâmmayîm contains the word ָמיִם mâyîm with simply a ש sh- prefix, which is a letter often meaning "two of" or "a 

doubling", it could be that shâmmayîm simply means "second waters" as the waters below were divided from the waters above. 
Other ancient peoples used to believe that the sky was water because of rain and as on the horizon the sea and sky met and 
the sun used to descend into the sea each evening to reemerge the next day, apparently out of the sea. Psalm 148:4 speaks of 
waters above the heavens and Jeremiah 10:13 of "a multitude of waters in the heavens". So "heaven" and "water" may be 
related words. 

Furthermore, in Hebrew the word for "sea" is יָם yâm (Strong's #3220, x396) a simple letter reversal of the singular word for 

water ַמי may. At the Red Sea God re-ordered the waters and sea again (Exodus 14:21) causing dry land to appear and the 

waters to divide. 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heaven_in_Judaism 

Heaven in Judaism 
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Jump to navigationJump to search 

Shamayim (ש ָׁמַיִם), the Hebrew word for "heaven" (literally heavens, plural), denotes one component of the three-

part biblical cosmology, the other elements being erets (the earth) and sheol (the underworld). Shamayim is the dwelling 
place of God and other heavenly beings, erets is the home of the living, and sheol is the realm of the dead, including, in 
post-Hebrew Bible literature (including the New Testament), the abode of the righteous dead.[1] 

 

Etymology[edit] 

The Hebrew word shamayim is constructed of two parts: sham (ַש ָׁמ) derived from Akkadian samu meaning "sky" or 

"lofty", and Hebrew mayim (מַיִם) meaning "water". In Genesis 1:6 Elohim separated the "water from the water". The 

area above the earth was filled by sky-water (sham-mayim) and the earth below was covered by sea-water (yam-mayim). 
The Hebrew word for the sun is shemesh. It follows the same construction, where "shem" or "sham" (Akkadian: samu) 
means "sky" and esh (Akkadian: ish) means "fire", i.e., "sky-fire". 
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Hebrew Parallelism of Crescendo of thought, Greater Precision: 

https://books.google.com/books?id=tyvE1cwgqA0C&pg=PA55&lpg=PA55&dq=hebrew+parallelism+crescendo&sourc

e=bl&ots=Xjea_h-30b&sig=ACfU3U09FDk0jNLSW66I0jby6mVhaMlrdA&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj_-

qDCvtHnAhUCXc0KHUjUA0EQ6AEwDHoECAwQAQ#v=onepage&q=hebrew%20parallelism%20crescendo&f=false 

 

 

 

 

 

Isaiah 54:5  

For thy Maker is thine husband;  

The Lord of hosts is his name;  

and thy Redeemer the Holy One of Israel;  

The God of the whole earth shall he be called. 
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Book of Mormon 

For  

thy maker,  

thy husband,  

the Lord of Hosts is his name;  

and  

thy Redeemer,  

the Holy One of Israel 

the God of the whole earth  shall he be called. 

 

Helaman 3:124  

"And now behold, I command you that ye shall go and declare unto this people that,  

'Thus saith the Lord God,  

who is the Almighty,  

Except ye repent, ye shall be smitten,  

even unto destruction!'" 

 

Helaman 4:70 Therefore, blessed are they who will repent and hearken unto the voice of the Lord their God, For these 

are they that shall be saved; 

Alma 21:54 Moroni saith unto them:  

Behold, we are a remnant of the seed of Jacob,  

Yea, we are a remnant of the seed of Joseph whose coat was rent by his brethren into many pieces; 

 

 

3 Nephi 9:99 ()Micah 5:8) 

And My people which are a remnant of Jacob shall be among the Gentiles,  

Yea, in the midst of them, as a lion among the beasts of the forest,  

as a young lion among the flocks of sheep,  

Who, if he go through, both treadeth down and teareth in pieces,  

And none can deliver. 
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Nice Summary on Hebrew Parallelisms: 

http://www.legacybaptistchurch.net/documents/hebrew%20parallelisms.pdf 

Hebrew Parallelism 

The Hebrews often wrote with what is called Hebrew Parallelism. In the Old Testament this parallelism 

usually manifested 

itself as Hebrew Poetry. Hebrew poetry does not have a pattern in sound, like English poetry often does, 

but rather it 

focuses on a pattern of thought. In the New Testament, often the Hebrew penman of the canonical 

Scriptures would use 

Hebrew Parallel structure to emphasize various points or highlight interpretive intent. There are five 

generally accepted types of Hebrew Parallelism: 

1. Synonymous Parallelism (Comparative) – The second line repeats the same thought as the first line 

Line 1 = Line 2 

Psalm 1:1 – Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 

sinners, nor sitteth in 

the seat of the scornful. 

2. Synthetic Parallelism (Completive) – The second line builds upon the thought that was introduced in the first 

line 

Line 1 + Line 2 

Psalm 1:2 – But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. 

3. Antithetical Parallelism (Contrastive) – The second line contrasts with the first line, often introduced with “but” 

Line 1 / Line 2 

Psalm 1:6 – For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish. 

4. Climactic Parallelism – Numerous lines of poetry build to one conclusion 

Line 1 + Line 2 + Line 3 + Line 4 = Line 5 

Psalm 1:3 – And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 

season; his leaf also 

shall not wither; [=] and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. 

5. Chiastic Parallelism – Elements are parallel in thought in reverse order (Proverbs 11:19-20 as example) 

Line 1 – As righteousness tendeth to life; (A) 

Line 2 – so he that pursueth evil pursueth it to his own death (B) 

Line 3 – They that are of a forward heart are abomination to the LORD: (B) 

http://www.legacybaptistchurch.net/documents/hebrew%20parallelisms.pdf


Line 4 – but such as are upright in their way are his delight.(A) 



 

 

Synthetic Parallelism  using Even As 

Genesis 9:3  

Every moving thing that liveth shall be meat for you;  

even as the green herb have I given you all things. 

 

Psalms 131:2  

Surely I have behaved and quieted myself, as a child that is weaned of his mother:  

my soul is even as a weaned child. 

Proverbs 3:12  

For whom the LORD loveth he correcteth;  

even as a father the son in whom he delighteth. 

 

Isaiah 25:10  

For in this mountain shall the hand of the LORD rest,  

and Moab shall be trodden down under him,  

even as straw is trodden down for the dunghill. 

 

1 Nephi 1:102  

Let us go up;  

The Lord is able to deliver us,  

even as our fathers,  

And to destroy Laban,  

even as the Egyptians." 

 

 

 

1 Nephi 3:11  

 

http://www.restoredgospel.com/scriptures/ContextKJ.asp?ScriptureID=209&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/scriptures/ContextKJ.asp?ScriptureID=16151&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/scriptures/ContextKJ.asp?ScriptureID=16468&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/scriptures/ContextKJ.asp?ScriptureID=18129&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=112&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=297&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit


And my father saith that he should baptize in Bethabara beyond Jordan,  

And he also spake that he should baptize with water, yea,  

even that he should baptize the Messiah with water; 

1 Nephi 3:43 

  

"Hosanna to the Lord, the Most High God!  

for He is God over all the earth,  

yea, even above all! 

1 Nephi 3:62  

"Behold the Lamb of God, yea,  

even the Eternal Father! 

1 Nephi 3:98  

And I beheld multitudes of people, yea,  

even as it were in number as many as the sand of the sea. 

 

1 Nephi 3:101  

And I beheld many cities, yea,  

even that I did not number them. 

1 Nephi 3:118  

…three generations did pass away in righteousness;  

Their garments were white,  

even like unto the Lamb of God; 

 

1 Nephi 3:127  

And a great and a terrible gulf divideth them, Yea,  

even the sword of the justice of the Eternal God and Jesus Christ, which is the Lamb of God 

 

 

1 Nephi 4:60 And there is a place prepared, yea,  

even that awful hell of which I have spoken,  
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And the devil is the preparator of it. 

1 Nephi 5:27 And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did speak much unto my brethren because that they had hardened 
their hearts again, even unto complaining against the Lord their God. 

1 Nephi 5:53 And it came to pass that the Lord was with us; Yea, even the voice of the Lord came and did speak 
many words unto them and did chasten them exceedingly; 

1 Nephi 5:57 And so great were the blessings of the Lord upon us that while we did live upon raw meat in the 
wilderness, our women did give plenty of suck for their children and were strong, yea, even like unto the men; And 
they began to bear their journeyings without murmuring. 

1 Nephi 5:61 And we did sojourn for the space of many years, yea, even eight years in the wilderness. 

1 Nephi 5:132 Behold, He loved our fathers, And He covenanted with them, yea, even Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, 
And He remembered the covenants which He had made; 

1 Nephi 5:230 And now if I do err, even did they err of old- 

 

1 Nephi 5:232-233  (Trample is the translated word to disregard the covenant) 

For the things which some men esteem to be of great worth,  

both to the body and soul,  

others set at naught and trample under their feet; 

Yea, even the very God of Israel do men trample under their feet; 

 

1 Nephi 5:260 For behold, I have workings in the Spirit which doth weary me,  

even that all my joints are weak for they which are at Jerusalem; 

 

2 Nephi 1:27  

O that ye would awake! Awake from a deep sleep, yea,  

even from the sleep of hell,  

And shake off the awful chains by which ye are bound,  

which are the chains which bind the children of men,  

that they are carried away captive down to the eternal gulf of misery and wo! 

(Isaiah below) 

1 Nephi 6:13 "Thou hast heard and seen all this, And will ye not declare them? And that I have 
showed thee new things from this time, even hidden things, And thou didst not know them. 
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1 Nephi 6:14 They are created now and not from the beginning; Even before the day when thou 
heardest them not, they were declared unto thee, Lest thou shouldst say, 'Behold, I knew them.' 

 

2 Nephi 2:40 And they shall cry from the dust, yea,  

even repentance unto their brethren,  

even that after many generations have gone by them. 

 

(Isaiah) 

2 Nephi 5:42 But thus saith the Lord: "Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away, 
And the prey of the terrible shall be delivered." For the Mighty God shall deliver His covenant 
people. 

2 Nephi 9:102 The remnant shall return, yea,  

even the remnant of Jacob, unto the Mighty God. 

2 Nephi 9:104 For the Lord God of Hosts shall make a consumption,  

even determined in all the land. 

2 Nephi 10:12 I will make a man more precious than fine gold,  

even a man than the golden wedge of Ophir. 

 

 

2 Nephi 6:2  

He hath spoken unto the Jews by the mouth of His holy prophets,  

even from the beginning down, from generation to generation,  

Until the time cometh that they shall be restored to the true church and fold of God, 

(Crescendo, expanding explanation) 

2 Nephi 11:21 But behold, they shall have wars and rumors of wars;  

And when the day cometh that the Only Begotten of the Father, yea,  

even the Father of heaven and of earth,  

shall manifest Himself unto them in the flesh,  

Behold, they will reject Him because of priestcrafts  

and the hardness of their hearts  

and the stiffness of their necks- 
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2 Nephi 11:132  

And all things shall be revealed unto the children of men which ever hath been among the 
children of men, and which ever will be,  

Even unto the end of the earth. 

 

2 Nephi 12:38  

For unto him that receiveth,  

I will give more;  

And them that shall say, 'We have enough,'  

from them shall be taken away even that which they have. 

 

2 Nephi 12:90  

For the time speedily cometh that the Lord God shall cause a great division among the 
people;  

And the wicked will He destroy,  

And He will spare His people, Yea,  

even if it so be that He must destroy the wicked by fire. 

 

Jacob 2:42 " 

For they shall not lead away captive the daughters of My people because of their tenderness, save I 
shall visit them with a sore curse,  

even unto destruction, 

Jacob 2:52  

And the Lamanites which are not filthy like unto you- nevertheless, they are cursed with a sore 
cursing- shall scourge you  

even unto destruction; 

 

Jacob 3:146  

And I have preserved the natural fruit, that it is good,  

even like as it was in the beginning 
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Mosiah 1:100  

And lo, He shall suffer temptations and pain of body, hunger, thirst and fatigue,  

even more than man can suffer,  

except it be unto death; 

 

Mosiah 1:110  

Yet the Lord God saw that His people were a stiff-necked people  

and He appointed unto them a law,  

even the law of Moses. 

 

Mosiah 8:6  

And now I say unto you that it was expedient that there should be a law given to the children 
of Israel,  

yea, even a very strict law,  

For they were a stiff-necked people,  

quick to do iniquity and  

slow to remember the Lord their God; 

 

Mosiah 8:55 "And there cometh a resurrection,  

even a first resurrection;  

Yea, even a resurrection of those that have been,  

and which are,  

and which shall be,  

Even until the resurrection of Christ,  

for so shall He be called. 

 

Mosiah 11:26  

For behold, I will show unto you that they were brought into bondage and none could deliver 
them but the Lord their God,  

Yea, even the God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob. 
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Alma 3:90  

Behold, the axe is laid at the root of the tree;  

Therefore, every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit shall be hewn down and cast into the 
fire,  

Yea, a fire which cannot be consumed,  

even an unquenchable fire.' 

 

 

 

Alma 5:19  

And behold,  

He shall be born of Mary at Jerusalem,  

which is the land of our forefathers,  

She being a virgin, a precious and chosen vessel,  

who shall be overshadowed and conceive by the power of the Holy Ghost,  

And bring forth a son, yea,  

even the Son of God. 

Alma 9:28  

And now behold, I say unto you,  

then cometh a death,  

even a second death  

which is a spiritual death; 

 

Alma 14:71  

And he said unto the priests of Noah that their seed should cause many to be put to death in 
the like manner as he was,  

And that they should be scattered abroad and slain,  

even as a sheep having no shepherd is driven and slain by wild beasts; 

 

Alma 14:101  
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Behold, He did not exercise His justice upon us,  

But in His great mercy hath brought us over that everlasting gulf of death and misery,  

even to the salvation of our souls. 

 

Mormon 4:84  

Behold, I say unto you that whoso believeth in Christ, doubting nothing,  

Whatsoever he shall ask the Father in the name of Christ,  

it shall be granted them;  

And this promise is unto all,  

even unto the ends of the earth. 
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Parallelism of Jesus 

Built on the rock vs sand 

3 Nephi 6:36-37 

Therefore, whoso heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them,  
I will liken him unto a wise man,  

who built his house upon a rock,  
and the rain descended,  
and the floods came,  
and the winds blew,  
and beat upon that house;  

and it fell not;  
for it was founded upon a rock. 
 

And every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not,  
shall be likened unto a foolish man,  

who built his house upon the sand,  
and the rain descended,  
and the floods came,  
and the winds blew,  
and beat upon that house;  

and it fell,  
and great was the fall of it. 

 

3 Nephi 8:44  

But whoso among you shall do more or less than these,  

are not built upon my rock,  

but are built upon a sandy foundation; 

 

Chiasm and opposite 

42 And I give unto you a commandment that ye shall do these things. 
43 And if ye shall always do these things, blessed are ye, for ye are built upon my rock. 
44 But whoso among you shall do more or less than these, are not built upon my rock,  
but are built upon a sandy foundation; 
45 And when the rain descends,  
and the floods come,  
and the winds blow,  
and beat upon them,  
they shall fall,  
and the gates of hell are already open to receive them: 

46 Therefore blessed are ye if ye shall keep my commandments, which the Father hath commanded me that I 
should give unto you. 
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V 

 

CHIASM OF JESUS WORDS IN 3 NEPHI 7 

A A. GENTILES BLESSED 

 

7:30 "And blessed are the Gentiles because of their belief in Me, in and of the Holy Ghost, which witness 
unto them of Me and of the Father; 

B B. TRUTH COMES TO 
GENTILES 

7:31 'Behold, because of their belief in Me, ' saith the Father, 'and because of the unbelief of you, O 
house of Israel, In the latter day shall the truth come unto the Gentiles, that the fullness of these 
things shall be made known unto them. 

C ISRAEL SMITTEN BY 
GENTILES 

7:32 'But wo, ' saith the Father, 'unto the unbelieving of the Gentiles! ' For notwithstanding that 
they have come forth upon the face of this land and have scattered My people which are of the 
house of Israel, And My people which are of the house of Israel have been cast out from among 
them and have been trodden under feet by them, 

D GENTILES POWER 
OVER ISRAEL 

7:33 And because of the mercies of the Father unto the Gentiles, and also the judgments of the 
Father upon My people which are of the house of Israel - Verily, verily I say unto you that after all 
this - And I have caused My people which are of the house of Israel to be smitten, and to be 
afflicted, and to be slain, and to be cast out from among them, and to become hated by them, 
and to become a hiss and a byword among them - 

E THE SIN OF THE 
GENTILES AGAINST 
THE GOSPEL 

7:34 "And thus commandeth the Father that I should say unto you: ' At that day when 
the Gentiles shall sin against My gospel, And shall reject the fullness of My gospel, And 
shall be lifted up in the pride of their hearts above all nations and above all the people 
of the whole earth, And shall be filled with all manner of lyings, and of deceits, and of 
mischiefs, and all manner of hypocrisy and murders, and priestcrafts and whoredoms, 
and of secret abominations – 

X GENTILES REJECT 
GOSPEL; TRUTH 
LEAVES GENTILES 

7:35 And if they shall do all these things, And shall reject the fullness of My 
gospel, Behold, ' saith the Father, 'I will bring the fullness of My gospel from 
among them; 

E’ TRUTH RETURNS TO 
ISRAEL 

7:36 And then will I remember My covenant which I have made unto My people, O 
house of Israel, And I will bring My gospel unto them; 

D’ ISRAEL BLESSED WITH 
GOSPEL/ GENTILES 
NO POWER OVER 
ISRAEL 

7:37 And I will show unto thee, O house of Israel, that the Gentiles shall not have power over you, 
But I will remember My covenant unto you, O house of Israel, And ye shall come unto the 
knowledge of the fullness of My gospel. 

C’ GENTILES SMITTEN BY 
ISRAEL 

7:38 'But if the Gentiles will repent and return unto Me, ' saith the Father, 'Behold, they shall be 
numbered among My people, O house of Israel;7:39 And I will not suffer My people which are of the 
house of Israel to go through among them and tread them down, ' saith the Father; 

B’ 

 

A’ 

JUDGEMENT ON 
GENTILES BY ISRAEL,  

BECAUSE ISRAEL 
BLESSED 

7:40 ' But if they will not return unto Me and hearken unto My voice, I will suffer them - yea, I will suffer My 
people, O house of Israel - that they shall go through among them and shall tread them down,  7:41 And they 
shall be as salt that has lost its savor, which is thenceforth good for nothing but to be cast out and to be 
trodden underfoot of My people, O house of Israel.' 
 

 

  



CHIASM OF JESUS WORDS IN 3 NEPHI 7 

A A. GENTILES BLESSED 

  

7:30 "And blessed are the Gentiles because of their belief in Me, in and of the Holy Ghost, which witness unto them of Me and of the Father; 

B B. TRUTH COMES TO GENTILES 7:31 'Behold, because of their belief in Me, ' saith the Father, 'and because of the unbelief of you, O house of Israel, In the latter day shall the 

truth come unto the Gentiles, that the fullness of these things shall be made known unto them. 

C ISRAEL SMITTEN BY GENTILES 7:32 'But wo, ' saith the Father, 'unto the unbelieving of the Gentiles! ' For notwithstanding that they have come forth upon the face of this 

land and have scattered My people which are of the house of Israel, And My people which are of the house of Israel have been cast out from 

among them and have been trodden under feet by them, 

D GENTILES POWER OVER ISRAEL 7:33 And because of the mercies of the Father unto the Gentiles, and also the judgments of the Father upon My people which are of the house 

of Israel - Verily, verily I say unto you that after all this - And I have caused My people which are of the house of Israel to be smitten, and to be 

afflicted, and to be slain, and to be cast out from among them, and to become hated by them, and to become a hiss and a byword among them 

- 

E THE SIN OF THE GENTILES 

AGAINST THE GOSPEL 

7:34 "And thus commandeth the Father that I should say unto you: ' At that day when the Gentiles shall sin against My gospel, And shall reject 

the fullness of My gospel, And shall be lifted up in the pride of their hearts above all nations and above all the people of the whole earth, And 

shall be filled with all manner of lyings, and of deceits, and of mischiefs, and all manner of hypocrisy and murders, and priestcrafts and 

whoredoms, and of secret abominations – 

X GENTILES REJECT GOSPEL; 

GOSPEL LEAVES THEM. 

7:35 And if they shall do all these things, And shall reject the fullness of My gospel,  

Behold, ' saith the Father, 'I will bring the fullness of My gospel from among them; 

E’ TRUTH RETURNS TO ISRAEL 7:36 And then will I remember My covenant which I have made unto My people, O house of Israel, And I will bring My gospel unto them; 

D’ ISRAEL BLESSED WITH GOSPEL/ 

GENTILES NO POWER OVER 

ISRAEL 

7:37 And I will show unto thee, O house of Israel, that the Gentiles shall not have power over you, But I will remember My covenant unto you, 

O house of Israel, And ye shall come unto the knowledge of the fullness of My gospel. 

C’ GENTILES SMITTEN BY ISRAEL 7:38 'But if the Gentiles will repent and return unto Me, ' saith the Father, 'Behold, they shall be numbered among My people, O house of 

Israel;7:39 And I will not suffer My people which are of the house of Israel to go through among them and tread them down, ' saith the Father; 



B’ 

  

A’ 

JUDGEMENT ON GENTILES BY 

ISRAEL, BECAUSE ISRAEL 

BLESSED 

7:40 ' But if they will not return unto Me and hearken unto My voice, I will suffer them - yea, I will suffer My people, O house of Israel - that 

they shall go through among them and shall tread them down,  7:41 And they shall be as salt that has lost its savor, which is thenceforth good 

for nothing but to be cast out and to be trodden underfoot of My people, O house of Israel.' 

 

  



 

REPEATED WORD PAIRS—VERB/NOUN 

CALLED WITH HOLY CALLING 

Alma 9:66 "Therefore they, having chosen good and exercising exceeding great faith, are called with a holy calling, Yea, with that holy calling which was 

prepared with, and according to, a preparatory redemption for such, 

Alma 9:69 And thus being called by this holy calling and ordained unto the high priesthood of the holy order of God, to teach His commandments unto 
the children of men, that they also might enter into His rest, 

CALLED WITH HOLY CALLING, ORDAINED WITH A HOLY ORDINANCE 

 

Alma 9:72 "Now they were ordained after this manner, being called with a holy calling and ordained with a holy ordinance, And taking upon themselves 
the high priesthood of the holy order, which calling and ordinance and high priesthood is without beginning or end. 

Alma 12:72 Nevertheless, Lamoni began to fear exceedingly with fear, lest he had done wrong in slaying his servants, 

Alma 12:73  (Past Tense VERB/ADJECTIVE SLAIN/SLAIN AND SCATTERED/SCATTERED) 

For he had slain many of them  

because their brethren had scattered their flocks at the place of water;  

And thus, because they had had their flocks scattered,  

they were slain. 

3 Nephi 6:13 And now it came to pass that when Jesus had spoken these words, He turned again to the multitude and He did open His mouth unto them 
again, saying: Verily, verily I say unto you, judge not  

that ye be not judged;  (Verb, Verb) 

Alma 14:62  

And among the Lamanites which were slain were almost all the seed of Amulon and his brethren,  

which were the priests of Noah,  

And they were slain by the hands of the Nephites; 

 

Alma 14:71  

And he said unto the priests of Noah that their seed should cause many to be put to death in the like manner as he was,  

And that they should be scattered abroad and slain,  

even as a sheep having no shepherd is driven and slain by wild beasts; 

 

Where B expands on A 

 

1 Nephi 3:43 And when I had spoken these words, the Spirit cried with a loud voice, saying,  

Hosanna to the Lord,  

the most high God;  

for he is God over all the earth,  

yea, even above all. 
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Alma 27:43 "Now I would that ye should remember that God hath said that  

the inward vessel shall be cleansed first,  

And then shall the outer vessel be cleansed also. 

 

Alma 5:21  

…He will take upon Him the pains and the sicknesses of His people;  

And He will take upon Him death,  

that He may loose the bands of death  

which bind His people; 

 

Alma 5:22  

And He will take upon Him their infirmities,  

that His bowels may be filled with mercy,  

according to the flesh,  

That He may know,  

according to the flesh,  

how to succor His people according to their infirmities. 

Alma 5:24  

Now I say unto you, that  

ye must repent and be born again,  

For the Spirit saith:  

If ye are not born again, 

 ye cannot inherit the kingdom of heaven." 

Alma 5:25  

Therefore, come and be baptized unto repentance,  

that ye may be washed from your sins,  

That ye may have faith on the Lamb of God  

which taketh away the sins of the world,  

which is mighty to save and to cleanse from all unrighteousness. 

 

ALMA 5:28 And whosoever doeth this and keepeth the commandments of God from thenceforth,  

The same will remember that I say unto him, yea,  

he will remember that I have said unto him, he shall have eternal life  

according to the testimony of the Holy Spirit which testifieth in me. 
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ALMA 5:29  

And now my beloved brethren, do you believe these things? 
 

30 Behold, I say unto you, yea,  

I know that you believe them;  

And the way that I know that ye believe them is by the manifestations of the Spirit which is in me. 

 

Mosiah 1:39  

For I have not commanded you to come up hither to trifle with the words which I shall speak,  

But that you should hearken unto me and  

open your ears,  

that ye may hear,  

And your hearts,  

that ye may understand,  

And your minds,  

that the mysteries of God may be unfolded to your view. 

Alma 24:49  

And now the number of prisoners which were taken exceeded more than the number of those which had been slain,  

yea, more than those which had been slain on both sides. 

Alma 27:29  

And behold, it is to your condemnation;  

For the Lord suffereth the righteous to be slain  

that His justice and judgment may come upon the wicked;  

Therefore, ye need not suppose that the righteous are lost because they are slain;  

But behold, they do enter into the rest of the Lord their God. 

 

Noun made to verb 

Alma 12:52  

But Ammon stood forth  

and began to cast stones at them with his sling,  

yea, with mighty power  

he did sling stones amongst them;  
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Noun/Verbs in same poetic structure—Cursed with Cursing also Masculine/Feminine pairing 

2 Nephi 1:36 Arise from the dust(m), my sons, and be men! And be determined in one mind and in one heart, united in all things, That ye may not come 
down into captivity (f), That ye may not be cursed(f) with a sore cursing (f), 

Mind/heart same Hebrew word #3825 lebab (masculine) 

7045. qelalah ►qelalah: a curse Original Word: קָלָלה Part of Speech: Noun Feminine   Definition: a curse 

2 Nephi 3:12 Wherefore, if ye are cursed(f), behold, I leave my blessing(f) upon you that the cursing(f) may be taken from you and be answered upon the 
heads of your parents; 

Cursed/cursing (f); blessing (f) 

2 Nephi 4:37 And cursed shall be the seed (m) of him (m) that mixeth with their seed(m), for they shall be cursed (f) even with the same cursing (f)." 

Jacob 2:52 And the Lamanites which are not filthy like unto you- nevertheless, they are cursed(f) with a sore cursing(f)- shall scourge (m) you even unto 
destruction (m); 

 

 

Comparison 

Alma 21:178  

Yea, and more than a thousand of the Lamanites were slain,  

While on the other hand  

there was not a single soul of the Nephites which were slain-  
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Example of Chiasmus in the Bible 

From https://www.academia.edu/2542607/Chiasmus_in_Biblical_Narrative_A_Rhetoric_of_Characterization 

 

Rahab's words expressing belief in God form a chiastic structure (Josh. 2:9-11): 
 

 

https://www.academia.edu/2542607/Chiasmus_in_Biblical_Narrative_A_Rhetoric_of_Characterization


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

___ 

  



  



  



 

Verses that appear to have complex Hebrew, yet to be identified 

Jacob 2:47  

And because of the strictness of the word of God which cometh down against you,  

many hearts died,  

pierced with deep wounds. 

Jacob 4:8  

Wherefore my beloved brethren,  

I beseech of you in words of soberness that ye would repent and come with full purpose of heart  

and cleave unto God as He cleaveth unto you; 

Mosiah 3:17  

For how knoweth a man the master  

which he hath not served  

and which is a stranger unto him  

and is far from the thoughts and intents of his heart? 

1 Nephi 5:252  

And because they have turned their hearts aside, saith the prophet,  

and have despised the Holy One of Israel, they shall wander in the flesh and perish,  

And become a hiss and a byword  

and be hated among all nations. 

 

Helaman 2:111  

And behold, the Holy Spirit of God did come down from heaven  

and did enter into their hearts, 

 And they were filled as if with fire;  

And they could speak forth marvelous words. 

 

Helaman 5:6  

And he said unto them:  

Behold, I, Samuel, a Lamanite, do speak the words of the Lord  

which He doth put into my heart;  

And behold, He hath put it into my heart  

to say unto this people  

that the sword of justice hangeth over this people; 

(The Lord Elohim is Justice) 
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Helaman 5:10  

Therefore, thus saith the Lord:  

Because of the hardness of the hearts of the people of the Nephites, except they repent  

I will take away My word from them, And  

I will withdraw My Spirit from them, And  

I will suffer them no longer, And  

I will turn the hearts of their brethren 

 against them. 

3 Nephi 10:1  

But if they will repent,  

and hearken unto My words,  

and harden not their hearts,  

I will establish My church among them;  

And they shall come in unto the covenant  

and be numbered among this, the remnant of Jacob, unto whom I have given this land for their inheritance,  

And they shall assist My people, the remnant of Jacob. 

 

  



 

New Testament Parallelisms by Paul (a Hebrew) 

Romans 6:4  

Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death;  

that like as Christ was raised up from the dead  

by the glory of the Father,  

even so we also should walk in newness of life. 

Romans 7:6  

But now we are delivered from the law  

wherein we were held,  

being dead to the law,  

that we should serve in newness of spirit,  

and not in the oldness of the letter. 

John 3:36  

And he who believeth on the Son hath everlasting life;  

and shall receive of his fullness.  

But he who believeth not the Son,  

shall not receive of his fullness;  

for the wrath of God is upon him. 

 

Alma 14:37-38  

And the great God has had mercy on us 

and made these things known unto us,  

that we might not perish; 

Yea, and He hath made these things known unto us beforehand  

because He loveth our souls, 

 as well as He loveth our children;  

Therefore, in His mercy He doth visit us by His angels,  

that the plan of salvation might be made known unto us,  

as well as unto future generations;  

O how merciful is our God! 
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Alma 14:44  (Demonstration of a CHANGED HEART, among those who were previously bloodthirsty) (Contrast Parallelism) 

And this they did, vouching and covenanting with God that rather than to shed the blood of their brethren,  

they would give up their own lives, 

45 And rather than to take away from a brother,  

they would give unto him,  

And rather than to spend their days in idleness,  

they would labor abundantly with their hands. 

 
46 And thus we see that when these Lamanites were brought to believe and to know the truth,  

that they were firm and would suffer even unto death  

rather than to commit sin; 

 
47 And thus we see that they buried the weapons of peace,  

or they buried the weapons of war for peace. 

 

Alma 14:76  

Now they did not suppose that salvation came by the law of Moses,  

but the law of Moses did serve to strengthen their faith in Christ; 

 

 

Repeated but in different words: 

1 Nephi 4:49  

And the brightness thereof was like unto the brightness of a flaming fire  

which ascendeth up unto God forever and ever  

and hath no end. 

 

Just good poetry 

Alma 8:92  

Therefore, how can ye be saved  

except ye inherit the kingdom of heaven?  

Therefore, ye cannot be saved in your sins." 

Moroni 9:14  

Come out in judgment, O God,  

And hide their sins and wickedness and abominations from before Thy face! 

2 Nephi 15:4  (Prayer and ‘Them’ are increasing in explanation; prayers by day and night contrasted; cry unto God/Eyes water pillow) 

For I pray for them continually by day,  

And mine eyes water my pillow by night because of them;  

And I cry unto my God in faith  

http://www.restoredgospel.com/scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=4804&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=4836&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=591&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=4221&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=8687&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=2155&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit


and I know that He will hear my cry;  

And I know that the Lord God will consecrate my prayers  

for the gain of my people; 

2 Nephi 11:4  

Wherefore, I write unto my people,  

unto all they that shall receive hereafter these things which I write,  

That they may know the judgments of God,  

that they come upon all nations according to the word which He hath spoken. 

1 Nephi 5:124  (A/B//) 

And the Lord did curse the land against them and bless it unto our fathers;  

Yea, He did curse it against them unto their destruction, 

 

Jacob 4:4  

And how blessed are they who have labored diligently in His vineyard!  

And how cursed are they which shall be cast out into their own place! 

 

3 Nephi 5:90 But behold, I say unto you, love your enemies,  

bless them that curse you,  

do good to them that hate you;  

And pray for them which despitefully use you and persecute you, 

 

2 Nephi 6:36-38 (Judged used 4 times) 

 And it shall come to pass that when all men shall have passed from this first death unto life,  

insomuch as they have become immortal,  

They must appear before the judgment seat of the Holy One of Israel; 

And then cometh the judgment;  

And then must they be judged according to the holy judgment of God; 

 

And assuredly as the Lord liveth- 

for the Lord God hath spoken it  

and it is His eternal word  

which cannot pass away-  

That they which are righteous  

shall be righteous still,  

And they which are filthy  

shall be filthy still; 

Mosiah 1:117  
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For behold, He judgeth  

and His judgment is just,  

And the infant perisheth not  

that dieth in his infancy; 

 

Alma 19:79  THIS IS BEAUTIFUL.  THE FINAL STATE OF SALVATION IS DECLARED BY THE EXTREME AND FINAL OUTCOMES. 

YOU HAVE EITHER MERCY RESTORED; YOU HAVE EITHER JUSTICE RESTORED, BUT IN THE END IT IS A RIGHTEOUS JUDGEMENT WHICH IS 

RESTORED. 

 

Yea, ye shall have mercy restored unto you again,  

Ye shall have justice restored unto you again,  

Ye shall have a righteous judgment restored unto you again, 

 

3 Nephi 6:14  (Matthew 7:2 ) 

For with what judgment ye judge,  

ye shall be judged,  

And with what measure ye mete,  

it shall be measured to you again; 

John 7:24  

Judge not according to the appearance,  

but judge righteous judgment. 

 

Mormon 4:74  

And then cometh the judgment of the Holy One upon them;  

And then cometh the time that  

he that is filthy  

shall be filthy still,  

And he that is righteous  

shall be righteous still;  

He that is happy  

shall be happy still;  

And he that is unhappy  

shall be unhappy still. 

Moroni 7:17  

And now my brethren, seeing that ye know the light by which ye may judge,  

which light is the light of Christ,  

See that ye do not judge wrongfully;  

For with that same judgment which ye judge,  
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ye shall also be judged; 

(Isaiah) 

2 Nephi 8:77  

For the vineyard of the Lord of Hosts  

is the house of Israel,  

And the men of Judah,  

His pleasant plant;  

And He looked for judgment,  

and behold, oppression;  

For righteousness,  

and behold, a cry. 
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Parallelism   http://montreal.anglican.org/comments/glossary/staircase_parallelism.shtml 
A literary device common in Hebrew and other Semitic poetry, in which related thoughts or phrases are juxtaposed. 

Parallelism (sometimes called thought rhyme) is a balance not only of form but also of the though between successive members 
in a poem. A line of poetry is divided into parts. Parallelism is more than mere repetition of words or ideas in successive parts. 
The second part is a specification, often an intensification, of the first. Where there is a third part, the third complements the 
thought of the first part. 

In synonymous parallelism, the same thought is expressed in successive parts; the second part simply repeats the sense of the 
first in slightly different terms. 

In antithetic parallelism, the thought expressed in the second part is in contrast to that of the first part. 

In formal parallelism, also called synthetic parallelism, a verse contains neither repetition in different terms nor contrasted 
assertions. In it the thought of the first part is carried further and completed in the second. 

In climactic parallelism, the characteristics of synonymous and formal parallelism are combined. The second part echoes or 
repeats a phrase in the part and also adds to it an element which carries forward or completes the sense. 

In staircase parallelism, the second part of the verse develops the thought of the first, without quoting words from the first part. 

In internal parallelism, the balance of form and thought is between individual parts of a verse. In external parallelism, there is 
balance not only within but also between verses. 

In complete parallelism, each term in the first part is matched by a corresponding term in the second part. 

 

Berlin states Staircase parallelism MAY repeat in the second lines.    

http://individual.utoronto.ca/mfkolarcik/BerlinA_Parallelism-ABD.html 

b. Staircase Parallelism. A steplike pattern in which some elements from the first line are repeated verbatim in the second and 

others are added to complete the thought. Judg 5:12 provides an illustration: 

  / V 5, p 157  Awake, awake, Deborah; 

Awake, awake, chant a song. 

 

Staircase Parallelism or Perhaps Complete Parallelism 

https://www.studentwritingcenter.us/hebrew-poetry-2/l.html 

-Three-line staircase parallelism, a pattern common in both Ugaritic and Hebrew;  

Am I a slave, then, Athirat's menial? 

Am I a slave, then, handling the trowel? 

Athirat's slave-girl making the bricks? 

 

Helaman 2:68  

Behold, I have given unto you the names of our first parents  

which came out of the Land of Jerusalem;  
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And this I have done that when you remember your names,  

that ye may remember them;  

And when ye remember them,  

ye may remember their works;  

And when ye remember their works, ye may know how that it is said, and also written,  

that they were good. 

Helaman 2:74-75  

And now my sons, remember,  

remember that it is upon the Rock of our Redeemer,  

which is Christ, the Son of God,  

that ye must build your foundation;  

That when the devil shall send forth his mighty winds,  

yea, his shafts in the whirlwind,   

Yea, when all his hail and his mighty storm shall beat upon you,  

                                                       It shall have no power over you 

to drag you down to the gulf of misery and endless wo,  

Because of the Rock upon which ye are built, which is a sure foundation,  

a foundation whereon if men buildeth, they cannot fall. 

 

 

Helaman 3:17 Yea, ye had ought to marvel because ye are given away,  
that the devil hath got so great hold upon your hearts;  

Yea, how could ye have given away to the enticing of him who art seeking to hurl away your souls down to 
everlasting misery and endless wo? 

Helaman 4:73  
Yea, which shall be consigned to a state of endless misery, fulfilling the words which saith:  
"They that have done good shall have everlasting life;  
And they that have done evil shall have everlasting damnation."  
And thus it is. Amen. 

 

1 Nephi 5:111-115 Yea, and ye also know that Moses, by his word, according to the power of God which was in him, smote the rock and there came forth 
water that the children of Israel might quench their thirst.  

112 "And notwithstanding they being led- The Lord their God, their Redeemer, going before them, leading them by day, and giving light unto them by 
night, and doing all things for them which were expedient for man to receive- They hardened their hearts, and blinded their minds, and reviled against 
Moses, and against the true and living God. 

1 Nephi 5:113-115  

And it came to pass that 

according to His word  

He did destroy them; 

And according to His word  

He did lead them; 

And according to His word  
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He did do all things for them; 

1 Nephi 5:240-242 

 Yea, the God of Abraham and of Isaac and the God of Jacob  

yieldeth Himself,  

according to the words of the angel,  

as a man into the hands of wicked men,  

To be lifted up,  

according to the words of Zenoch, 

 And to be crucified,  

according to the words of Neum, 

And to be buried in a sepulcher,  

according to the words of Zenos  

which he spake concerning the three days of darkness, 

3 Nephi 8:37-38 

And it came to pass that when He had said these words,  

He commanded His disciples that they should take of the wine of the cup  

and drink of it,  

And that they should also give unto the multitude  

that they might drink of it. 

38 And it came to pass that they did so  

and did drink of it  

and were filled;  

And they gave unto the multitude  

and they did drink  

and they were filled. 

Helaman 2:85-87  

And it came to pass that Nephi and Lehi were encircled about as if by fire,  

Even insomuch that they durst not lay their hands upon them for fear,  

lest they should be burned. 

Nevertheless, Nephi and Lehi were not burned,  

And they were as standing in the midst of fire  

and were not burned; 

And when they saw that they were encircled about with a pillar of fire  

and that it burned them not,  

Their hearts did take courage; 
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Alma 16:151  

But behold, if ye will awake and arouse your faculties,  

even to an experiment upon my words and exercise a particle of faith, Yea, 

even if ye can no more than desire to believe, let this desire work in you,  

Even until ye believe in a manner that ye can give place for a portion of my words. 

 

Keep/Kept 

Alma 17:31 And now my son Helaman,  

I command you that ye take the records which have been entrusted with me,  

And I also command you that ye shall keep a record of this people,  

according as I have done upon the plates of Nephi;  

And keep all these things sacred which I have kept,  

even as I have kept them- 

for it is for a wise purpose that they are kept- 

Alma 17:45  

And now remember, my son,  

that God hath entrusted you with these things  

which are sacred,  

which He hath kept sacred,  

And also which He will keep and preserve  

for a wise purpose in Him,  

that He may show forth His power unto future generations. 

John 15:10  

If ye keep my commandments,  
ye shall abide in my love;  

even as I have kept my Father's commandments,  
and abide in his love. 
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 KEEP CMDT 
WILL 
PROSPER 

17:29 But behold, my son, this is not all - For ye had ought to know, as I do know, that inasmuch as ye shall keep the 
commandments of God, ye shall prosper in the land, 

 DO NOT 
KEEP, WILL 
BE CUT OFF 

17:30 And ye had ought to know also that inasmuch as ye will not keep the commandments of God, ye shall be cut off from His 
presence; Now this is according to His word. 

 RECORDS 
ENTRUSTED, 
WISE 
PURPOSE, 
TO GO TO 
ALL NATIONS 

17:31 And now my son Helaman, I command you that ye take the records which have been entrusted with me,  
And I also command you that ye shall keep a record of this people, according as I have done, upon the plates of Nephi;  
And keep all these things sacred which I have kept, even as I have kept them - for it is for a wise purpose that they are kept – 
And these plates of brass which contain these engravings, which have the records of the holy scriptures upon them, which have 
the genealogy of our forefathers, even from the beginning; 
And behold, it hath been prophesied by our fathers that they should be kept and handed down from one generation to another 
and be kept and preserved by the hand of the Lord Until they shall go forth unto every nation, kindred, tongue and people,  
 

 MYSTERIES 
THEREIN 

that they shall know of the mysteries contained thereon. 
17:34 And now behold, if they are kept, they must retain their brightness,  
Yea, and they will retain their brightness,  
Yea, and also shall all the plates which do contain that which is holy writ. 

  17:35 Now ye may suppose that this is foolishness in me;  
But behold, I say unto you that by small and simple things  

are great things brought to pass,  
And small means, in many instances, doth confound the wise; 
17:36 And the Lord God doth work by means to bring  

about His great and eternal purposes,  
And by very small means the Lord doth confound the wise  

and bringeth about the salvation of many souls. 
(Alternating and Stairstep Parallelism small/great; foolishness/confound the wise; 
 

  Then ties in salvation of souls, then to incorrect traditions, then to knowledge and rejoice in Christ Redeemer 
 

 ENLARGED 
MEMORY 

17:37 And now, it hath hitherto been wisdom in God that these things should be preserved;  
For behold, they have enlarged the memory of this people,  

Yea, and convinced many of the error of their ways 
 And brought them to the knowledge of their God,  
unto the salvation of their souls; 

 CONVINCED 
OF ERROR 

17:38 Yea, I say unto you, were it not for these things that these records do contain,  
which are on these plates,  

Ammon and his brethren could not have convinced so many thousands of the Lamanites of the incorrect tradition of their 
fathers; 

 BROUGHT 
TO 
REPENTANCE 

17:39 Yea, these records and their words brought them unto repentance,  
That is, they brought them to the knowledge of the Lord their God and to rejoice in Jesus Christ their Redeemer; 

 BRING TO 
KNOWLEDGE 
OF 
REDEEMER 

17:40 And who knoweth but what they will be the means of bringing many thousands of them –  
yea, and also many thousands of our stiffnecked brethren the Nephites which are now hardening their hearts in sins 
and iniquities –  

to the knowledge of their Redeemer. 

 MYSTERIES 
THEREIN 

17:41 Now these mysteries are not yet fully made known unto me,  
therefore I shall forbear; 

  17:42 And it may suffice if I only say they are preserved for a wise purpose,  
which purpose is known unto God,  

For He doth counsel in wisdom over all His works,  
And His paths are strait  
And His course is one eternal round. 

  17:43 O remember, remember, my son Helaman, how strict are the commandments of God! 

  17:44 And He saith,  
"If ye will keep My commandments,  

ye shall prosper in the land, "  
But if ye keep not His commandments,  

ye shall be cut off from His presence. 

 RECORDS 
ENTRUSTED, 
WISE 
PURPOSE, 
TO GO TO  
FUTURE 
NATIONS 

17:45 And now remember, my son, that God hath entrusted you with  
these things which are sacred, 
 which He hath kept sacred,  
And also which He will keep and preserve for a wise purpose in Him,  
that He may show forth His power unto future generations. 

 DO NOT 
KEEP, WILL 
BE CUT OFF 

17:46 And now behold, I tell you by the spirit of prophecy that if ye trangress the commandments of God, Behold, these things 
which are sacred shall be taken away from you by the power of God, And ye shall be delivered up unto Satan that he may sift 
you as chaff before the wind; 

 KEEP CMDT 
WILL 
PROSPER 

17:47 But if ye keep the commandments of God and do with these things which are sacred, according to that which the Lord 
doth command you - for you must appeal unto the Lord for all things whatsoever ye must do with them - Behold, no power of 
earth or hell can take them from you; For God is powerful to the fulfilling of all His words, 

  



3 Nephi 9:44  (Parallelism, but also Singular/Plural He/Their) 

He that eateth this bread,  
eateth of My body to their soul,  
 

And he that drinketh of this wine,  
drinketh of My blood to their soul,  
 

And their soul  shall never hunger nor thirst,  
but shall be filled." 
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8:1 Behold, now it came to pass that when Jesus had spoken these words,  
He looked round about again on the multitude And He saith unto them Behold, My time is at hand; 
 
8:2 I perceive that ye are weak, that ye cannot understand all My words which I am commanded of the Father to speak unto you at this time; 
8:3 Therefore, go ye unto your homes  
and ponder upon the things which I have said,  
And ask of the Father in My name,  
that ye may understand and prepare your minds for the morrow;  
And I come unto you again; 
8:4 But now I go unto the Father and also to show Myself unto the lost tribes of Israel,  
For they are not lost unto the Father,  
for He knoweth whither He hath taken them. 
8:5 And it came to pass that when Jesus had thus spoken, He cast His eyes round about again on the multitude, And behold, they were in tears and did 
look steadfastly upon Him as if they would ask Him to tarry a little longer with them; 
8:6 And He saith unto them: Behold, My bowels are filled with compassion toward you - Have ye any that are sick among you? Bring them hither. 
8:7 Have ye any that are lame or blind or halt or maimed or leprous? Or that are withered? Or that are deaf? Or that are afflicted in any manner? Bring 
them hither and I will heal them, for I have compassion upon you. 
8:8 My bowels are filled with mercy, For I perceive that ye desire that I should show unto you what I have done unto your brethren at Jerusalem, For I see 
that your faith is sufficient that I should heal you. 
8:9 And it came to pass that when He had thus spoken, all the multitude with one accord did go forth with their sick and their afflicted and their lame and 
with their blind and with their dumb and with all they that were afflicted in any manner; And He did heal them every one as they were brought forth unto 
Him; 
8:10 And they did all - both they which had been healed and they which were whole - bow down at His feet and did worship Him; 
8:11 And as many as could come, for the multitude, did kiss His feet, insomuch that they did bathe His feet with their tears. 
8:12 And it came to pass that He commanded that their little children should be brought, 
8:13 So they brought their little children and sat them down upon the ground round about Him, And Jesus stood in the midst and the multitude gave way 
till they had all been brought unto Him. 
8:14 And it came to pass that when they had all been brought and Jesus stood in the midst, He commanded the multitude that they should kneel down 
upon the ground. 
8:15 And it came to pass that when they had knelt upon the ground, Jesus groaned within Himself and saith: Father, I am troubled because of the 
wickedness of the people of the house of Israel. 
8:16 And when He had said these words, He Himself also knelt upon the earth, And behold, He prayed unto the Father, And the things which He prayed 
cannot be written, And the multitude did bear record which heard Him. 
8:17 And after this manner do they bear record: The eye hath never seen, neither hath the ear heard before, so great and marvelous things as we saw 
and heard Jesus speak unto the Father! 
8:18 And no tongue can speak, neither can there be written by any man, Neither can the hearts of men conceive so great and marvelous things as we 
both saw and heard Jesus speak! 
8:19 And no one can conceive of the joy which filled our souls at the time we heard Him pray for us unto the Father! 
8:20 And it came to pass that when Jesus had made an end of praying unto the Father, He arose; But so great was the joy of the multitude that they were 
overcome. 
8:21 And it came to pass that Jesus spake unto them and bade them arise, 
8:22 And they arose from the earth; And He saith unto them: Blessed are ye because of your faith! And now behold, My joy is full. 
8:23 And when He had said these words, He wept and the multitude bear record of it; And He took their little children, one by one, and blessed them and 
prayed unto the Father for them. 
8:24 And when He had done this, He wept again; And He spake unto the multitude and saith unto them: Behold your little ones! 
8:25 And as they looked to behold, they cast their eyes toward heaven, And they saw the heavens open, And they saw angels descending out of heaven, 
as it were, in the midst of fire; And they came down and encircled those little ones about, 
8:26 And they were encircled about with fire, And the angels did minister unto them. And the multitude did see and hear and bear record; And they know 
that their record is true, for they - all of them - did see and hear, every man for himself; 
8:27 And they were in number about two thousand and five hundred souls; And they did consist of men, women and children. 
8:28 And it came to pass that Jesus commanded His disciples that they should bring forth some bread and wine unto Him; 
8:29 And while they were gone for bread and wine, He commanded the multitude that they should sit themselves down upon the earth; 
8:30 And when the disciples had come with bread and wine, He took of the bread and brake and blessed it; And He gave unto the disciples and 
commanded that they should eat; 
8:31 And when they had eaten and were filled, He commanded that they should give unto the multitude. 
8:32 And when the multitude had eaten and were filled, He saith unto the disciples: Behold, there shall one be ordained among you, And to him will I give 
power that he shall break bread and bless it and give it unto the people of My church, unto all they which shall believe and be baptized in My name; 
8:33 And this shall ye always observe to do, even as I have done, even as I have broken bread and blessed it and gave it unto you; 
8:34 And this shall ye do in remembrance of My body which I have shown unto you; 
8:35 And it shall be a testimony unto the Father that ye do always remember Me; 
8:36 And if ye do always remember Me, ye shall have My Spirit to be with you. 
8:37 And it came to pass that when He had said these words, He commanded His disciples that they should take of the wine of the cup and drink of it, 
And that they should also give unto the multitude that they might drink of it. 
8:38 And it came to pass that they did so and did drink of it and were filled; And they gave unto the multitude and they did drink and they were filled. 
8:39 And when the disciples had done this, Jesus saith unto them: Blessed are ye for this thing which ye have done, for this is fulfilling My 
commandments, And this doth witness unto the Father that ye are willing to do that which I have commanded you; 



8:40 And this shall ye always do unto those who repent and are baptized in My name; And ye shall do it in remembrance of My blood which I have shed 
for you, that ye may witness unto the Father that ye do always remember Me; 
8:41 And if ye do always remember Me, ye shall have My Spirit to be with you. 
8:42 And I give unto you a commandment that ye shall do these things, 
8:43 And if ye shall always do these things, blessed are ye, for ye are built upon My Rock; 
8:44 But whoso among you shall do more or less than these are not built upon My Rock, but are built upon a sandy foundation; 
8:45 And when the rain descends and the floods come and the winds blow and beat upon them, they shall fall, And the gates of hell are already open to 
receive them. 
8:46 Therefore, blessed are ye if ye shall keep My commandments which the Father hath commanded Me that I should give unto you; 
8:47 Verily, verily I say unto you, ye must watch and pray always, lest ye be tempted by the devil and ye are led away captive by him; 
8:48 And as I have prayed among you, even so shall ye pray in My church among My people which do repent and are baptized in My name; 
8:49 Behold, I Am the light - I have set an example before you. 
8:50 And it came to pass that when Jesus had spake these words unto His disciples, He turned again unto the multitude and saith unto them: Behold, 
verily, verily I say unto you, ye must watch and pray always, lest ye enter into temptation; 
8:51 For Satan desireth to have you, that he may sift you as wheat; Therefore, ye must always pray unto the Father in My name; And whatsoever ye shall 
ask the Father in My name, which is right, believing that ye shall receive - And behold, it shall be given unto you; 
8:52 Pray in your families unto the Father, always in My name, that your wives and your children may be blessed. 
8:53 And behold, ye shall meet together oft, And ye shall not forbid any man from coming unto you when ye shall meet together, But suffer them that 
they may come unto you and forbid them not; 
8:54 But ye shall pray for them and shall not cast them out; And if it so be that they come unto you oft, ye shall pray for them unto the Father in My 
name. Therefore, hold up your light that it may shine unto the world; 
8:55 Behold, I Am the light which ye shall hold up. That which ye have seen Me do - 
8:56 Behold, ye have seen I have prayed unto the Father, And ye all have witnessed and ye see that I have commanded that none of you should go away, 
But rather have commanded that ye should come unto Me that ye might feel and see - 
8:57 Even so shall ye do unto the world; And whosoever breaketh this commandment, suffereth himself to be led into temptation. 
8:58 And now it came to pass that when Jesus had spoken these words, He turned His eyes again upon the disciples whom He had chosen and saith unto 
them: 
8:59 Behold, verily, verily I say unto you, I give unto you another commandment, And then I must go unto My Father, that I must fulfill other 
commandments which He hath given Me. 
8:60 And now behold, this is the commandment which I give unto you - That ye shall not suffer anyone knowingly to partake of My flesh and blood 
unworthily when ye shall minister it, For whoso eateth and drinketh My flesh and blood unworthily eateth and drinketh damnation to his soul. 
8:61 Therefore, if ye know that a man is unworthy to eat and drink of My flesh and blood, ye shall forbid him; Nevertheless, ye shall not cast him out from 
among you, But ye shall minister unto him and shall pray for him unto the Father in My name; 
8:62 And if it so be that he repenteth and is baptized in My name, then shall ye receive him and shall minister unto him of My flesh and blood; 
8:63 But if he repenteth not, he shall not be numbered among My people, that he may not destroy My people, For behold, I know My sheep and they are 
numbered; 
8:64 Nevertheless, ye shall not cast him out of your synagogues or your places of worship, For unto such shall ye continue to minister; 
8:65 For ye know not but what they will return and repent and come unto Me with full purpose of heart and I shall heal them, And ye shall be the means 
of bringing salvation unto them. 
8:66 Therefore, keep these sayings which I have commanded you, that ye come not under condemnation, For wo unto him whom the Father 
condemneth! 
8:67 And I give you these commandments because of the disputations which hath been among you beforetimes, 
8:68 And blessed are ye if ye have no disputations among you. 
8:69 And now I go unto the Father, because it is expedient that I should go unto the Father for your sakes. 
8:70 And it came to pass that when Jesus had made an end of these sayings, He touched with His hand the disciples whom He had chosen - one by one, 
even until He had touched them all - and spake unto them as He touched them; 
8:71 And the multitude heard not the words which He spake, Therefore, they did not bear record; But the disciples bear record that He gave them power 
to give the Holy Ghost, 
8:72 And I will show unto you hereafter that this record is true. 
8:73 And it came to pass that when Jesus had touched them all, there came a cloud and overshadowed the multitude, that they could not see Jesus; 
8:74 And while they were overshadowed, He departed from them and ascended into heaven; 
8:75 And the disciples saw and did bear record that He ascended again into heaven.  



9:1 And now it came to pass that when Jesus had ascended into heaven,  
the multitude did disperse  
and every man did take his wife and his children  and did return to his own home; 
 

9:2 And it was noised abroad among the people immediately  
           before it was yet dark  
               that the multitude had seen Jesus  

and that He had ministered unto them  
                and that He would also show Himself on the morrow unto the multitude; 
            9:3 Yea, and even all the night  
      it was noised abroad concerning Jesus  

 
And insomuch did they send forth unto the people that there were many  
yea, an  
exceeding great number 
 did labor exceedingly  
all that night  
That they might be on the morrow in the place where Jesus should show Himself unto the multitude. 
 
9:4 And it came to pass that on the morrow when the multitude was gathered together,  
 
Behold,  
Nephi and his brother whom he had raised from the dead, whose name was  
Timothy, and also his son, whose name was  
Jonas, and also  
Mathoni and  
Mathonihah, his brother, and  
Kumen and  
Kumenonhi and 
Jeremiah and  
Shemnon and  
Jonas and  
Zedekiah and  
Isaiah –  
Now these were the names of the disciples whom Jesus had chosen - 
9:5 And it came to pass that they went forth 
and stood in the midst of the multitude; 
9:6 And behold, the multitude was so great  
that they did cause that they should be separated into twelve bodies, 

And the twelve did teach the multitude;  
But behold, they did cause that the multitude should kneel down upon the face of the earth  

and should pray unto the Father in the name of Jesus, 
9:8 And the disciples did pray unto the Father also  

in the name of Jesus. 
 
9:9 And it came to pass that they arose and ministered unto the people; 
9:10 And when they had ministered those same words which Jesus had spoken,  

nothing varying from the words which Jesus had spoken,  
Behold, they knelt again and prayed to the Father in the name of Jesus;  
And they did pray for that which they most desired,  

And they desired that the Holy Ghost should be given unto them; 
9:11 And when they had thus prayed,  
they went down unto the water's edge  

and the multitude followed them. 
9:12 And it came to pass that Nephi went down into the water  

and was baptized, 
9:13 And he came up out of the water  

and began to baptize,  
And he did baptize all they whom Jesus had chosen. 
 
9:14 And it came to pass when they were all baptized  

and had come up out of the water,  
the Holy Ghost did fall upon them, 

 And they were filled with the Holy Ghost and with fire; 
9:15 And behold, they were encircled about as if it were fire  

And it came down from heaven and the multitude did witness it and do bear record;  
And angels did come down out of heaven and did minister unto them. 



9:16 And it came to pass that while the angels were ministering unto the disciples,  
Behold, Jesus came and stood in the midst and ministered unto them. 



3 Nephi 9:17  
And it came to pass that He spake unto the multitude  
and commanded them that they should kneel down again upon the earth,  

and also that His disciples should kneel down upon the earth. 
9:18 And it came to pass that when they had all knelt down upon the earth,  
He commanded His disciples that they should pray; 

9:19 And behold, they began to pray, 
 And they did pray unto Jesus, calling Him their Lord and their God. 

 
9:20 And it came to pass that Jesus departed out of the midst of them and went a little way off from them and bowed Himself to the earth,  
And He saith: Father, I thank Thee that  
Thou hast given the Holy Ghost  
unto these whom I have chosen,  
And it is because of their belief in Me  
that I have chosen them out of the world; (This ties in with ‘in the world and out of the world’ in the verses below) 
9:21 Father, I pray Thee that  
Thou wilt give the Holy Ghost unto all them  
that shall believe in their words; 
 
9:22 Father, Thou hast given them the Holy Ghost  
because they believed in Me,  
And Thou seest that they believe in Me  
because Thou hearest them and they pray unto Me;  

And they pray unto Me because I am with them; 
 
9:23 And now Father, I pray unto Thee for them,  
 
And also for all they which shall believe on their words, 

that they may believe in Me, that  
I may be in them  
     as Thou, Father, art in Me,  

                 that we may be one. 
(repeated below) 
 
9:24 And it came to pass that when Jesus had thus prayed unto the Father,  
He came unto His disciples,  
And behold, they did still continue without ceasing to pray unto Him;  
And they did not multiply many words,  
for it was given unto them what they should pray,  
And they were filled with desire. 
 
Theme in all these is ‘those he has chosen’ vs ‘those who will believe their words’ (us) vs ‘the world’ who won’t believe. 

  



3 Nephi 9:25-31 

 JESUS SMILES 
UPON THEM, 
HIS 
COUNTENANCE 

And it came to pass that Jesus beheld them as they did pray unto Him,  
And His countenance  
    did smile upon them, 
And the light of His countenance  
     did shine upon them; 
And behold, they were as white as the countenance and also the garments of Jesus; 
 

A THEY WERE 
WHITE AS 
JESUS, THE 
WHITENESS 
EXCEEDS ALL 

And behold the whiteness thereof  
   did exceed all the whiteness- 
        yea, even there could be 
   nothing upon earth so white  
as the whiteness thereof. 
(Chiasm within Parallelism) 

B THEY PRAY 
STEADFASTLY 

         And Jesus saith unto them, "Pray on";  
         Nevertheless, they did not cease to pray. 
 

C JESUS DEPARTS 
TO PRAY 

             And He turned from them again and went a little way off  
             and bowed Himself to the earth 
             And He prayed again unto the Father saying 

D MAY BE 
PURIFIED 

                   "Father, I thank Thee that  
                    Thou hast purified 
                     these which I have chosen  
                     because of their faith; 
 
                           And I pray for them,  
                           and also for them  
                           which shall believe on their words,  
                                    that they may be purified in Me  
                           through faith on their words,  
                                    even as they are purified in Me; 

X PRAYS FOR 
THEM GIVEN 
TO HIM 

                                    Father, I pray not for the world,  
                                         But for them which Thou hast given unto Me  
                                                  out of the world because of their faith,  
                                     that they may be purified in Me,  
 

D MAY BE 
PURIFIED AND 
ONE 

                             that I may be in them  
                                 as Thou, Father, art in Me,  
                             that we may be one,  
                                 that I may be glorified  
                              in them." 
(Parallelism within Chiasm) 

D JESUS RETURNS 
FROM PRAYER 

                    And it came to pass that when Jesus had spake these words,  
                    He came again unto His disciples;  

B THEY PRAY 
STEADFASTLY 

            And behold, they did pray steadfastly without ceasing unto Him;  

A HE SMILES, HIS 
COUNTENANCE, 
THEY WERE 
WHITE AS JESUS 

And He did smile upon them again;  
And behold,  
they were white even as Jesus. 

 

Also do inner chiasm of whiteness 

 

3 Nephi 9:32-35 

A DEPARTS And it came to pass that  
He went again a little way off  
 

B PRAYS TO THE FATHER     and prayed unto the Father;  
 

C TONGUES CAN NOT 
SPEAK 

        And tongue cannot speak the words which He prayed,  

D CAN NOT BE WRITTEN             Neither can be written by man the words which He prayed;  
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E MULTITUDE COULD 
HEAR IT 

                And the multitude did hear and do bear record,  

F MULTITUDE COULD 
ONLY UNDERSTAND IN 
THEIR HEARTS 

And their hearts were open,  
And they did understand in their hearts  
the words which He prayed; 
 

E’ BUT MULTITUDE 
COULD NOT REPEAT 

                 Nevertheless, so great and marvelous were  
                 the words which He prayed, 
 

D’ CAN NOT BE WRITTEN               that they cannot be written,  
 

C’ TONGUES CAN NOT 
SPEAK 

           Neither can they be uttered by man. 

B’ FINISHES PRAYING TO 
THE FATHER 

         And it came to pass that when Jesus  
         had made an end of praying,  
 

A’ RETURNS He came again to the disciples 
 

 

 

 

Mormon 4:  

68 For do we not read that God is the same yesterday, today and forever?  
And in Him there is no variableness, neither shadow of changing? 

69 And now, if ye have imagined up unto yourselves a god which doth vary and in him there is shadow of changing,  
Then have ye imagined up unto yourselves a god which is not a God of miracles. 
 

70 But behold, I will show unto you a God of miracles,  
even the God of Abraham,  
and the God of Isaac,  
and the God of Jacob;  

And it is that same God which created the heavens and the earth  
and all things that in them is. 
 

71Behold, He created Adam,  
And by Adam came the fall of man,  

And because of the fall of man came Jesus Christ,  
even the Father and the Son,  

And because of Jesus Christ,  
came the redemption of man, 

72 And because of the redemption of man 
which came by Jesus Christ,  
they are brought back into the presence  
of the Lord.  

Yea, this is wherein all men are redeemed  
because the death of Christ bringeth to pass the resurrection,  
Which bringeth to pass a redemption from an endless sleep,  
From which sleep  
all men shall be awakened by the power of God  
when the trump shall sound; 

 

 

71Behold, He created  
Adam, And by  
  Adam came the  
    fall of man, And because of the  
      fall of man came  
          Jesus Christ,  
              even the Father and the Son, And because of  
          Jesus Christ, came the  
      redemption of man, 72 And because of the  



    redemption of man which came by Jesus Christ, they are  
brought back into the presence of the Lord.  
 
Yea, this is wherein all men are redeemed  
  because the death of Christ  
    bringeth to pass the resurrection,  
             Which bringeth to pass a redemption from an endless sleep,  
        From which sleep all men shall be awakened  
    by the power of God  
when the trump shall sound; 

  



 

Simple Chiasms 

Helaman 2:59-60  

A Spiritual Unbelief leads to 
Weakness 

And they saw they had become weak like unto their brethren the Lamanites,  

 B Not Preserved     And that the Spirit of the Lord did no more preserve them,  

   X Gods Spirit Withdraws        Yea, it had withdrawn from them because the Spirit of the Lord doth not dwell in unholy temples;  
 B’ Not Preserved     Therefore, the Lord did cease to preserve them by His miraculous and matchless power,  

A’ Spiritual Unbelief leads to 
Wickedness 

For they had fallen into a state of unbelief and awful wickedness. 

 

Ether 5:32  

A PREPARED A HOUSE Thou hast prepared a house for man,  

B INHERITANCE WHERE GOD DWELLS     yea, even among the mansions of Thy Father,  

C TO HOPE FOR        in the which man might have a more excellent hope;  

C’ MUST HAVE HOPE        Wherefore, man must hope,  

B’ OR CAN NOT RECEIVE INHERITANCE     or he cannot receive an inheritance  

A’ IN THE PLACE HE PREPARED in the place which Thou hast prepared. 

 

 

https://www.jefflindsay.com/LDSFAQ/bomproblems.html 

(past tense/future tense) 

IN MOSIAH 16:6, DID JOSEPH SMITH CATCH HIMSELF IN THE MIDDLE 

OF A MISTAKE IN THE BOOK OF MORMON AND CORRECT IT ON THE 

FLY?  

In Mosiah 16:6, the prophet Abinadi prophecies of the future coming of Christ. Then he makes a 
statement that sounds as if it views the coming of Christ as event in the past: "And now if Christ had not 
come into the world, speaking of things to come as though they had already come, there could 
have been no redemption." Critics call this evidence of Joseph making a blunder and correcting himself. 

Question for the critics: If Joseph were the author rather than translator of the Book of Mormon, why 
would he need to add a phrase to try to explain away a blunder he had made in the previous phrase? If he 
saw that as a blunder, he could just correct the whole sentence as he was drafting the Book of Mormon or 
in preparing the printer's manuscript. It makes no sense to argue he caught himself in an error and made 
a lame attempt to correct. 

 

The use of past tense in Hebrew language used to emphasize events in the future is a Hebrew poetic method. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.restoredgospel.com/scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=6409&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=8440&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
https://www.jefflindsay.com/LDSFAQ/bomproblems.html
https://www.jefflindsay.com/LDSFAQ/bomproblems.html#top


 

From  

ASPECTS OF POETIC TEXT A_ALYSIS, with special reference to biblical poetry 

In Biblical Hebrew (and in many other literatures), poetic discourse manifests many of the following features: 

 parallelism (i.e., short, balanced A and B lines forming a sequence of parallel pairs) 

 condensation (e.g., ellipsis of elements in the B parallel line or omission of conjunctions) 

 rhythmic cadence of word accents and/or syllable counts (a kind of meter) 

 concentrations of figures of speech (especially simile and metaphor) 

 word order variations (e.g., divergence from prosaic V-S-O, more chiastic constructions) 

 word plays (puns) and sound plays (alliteration, assonance) 

 lexical repetition (both exact and synonymous, random and structured) 

 intensified language, occasionally exclamatory 

 rhetorical questions and deliberative questions 

 specialized vocabulary including technical liturgical or archaic words and poetic word pairs 

 direct speech as the preferred mode of text presentation 

 allusion and symbolism (especially characteristic of religious discourse) 

 

2. Exclamations 
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Exclamations are short, intensified utterances that serve to emotively heighten a certain aspect of the 

prophet’sֺmessage, usually one of rebuke or condemnation: 
Wake up you drunkards and weep! (Joel 1:5a) 
Go to Bethel and sin! (Amos 4:4) 
Fallen is Virgin Israel, never to rise againE (Amos 5:2) 
Seek me and live! (Amos 5:4) 
Away with the noise of your songs! (Amos 5:23) 

What are some of the poetic devices included within these exclamations? 
Would a literal translation cause any misunderstanding? 
If so, how would you resolve the problem while preserving the intensity of the original text? 

3. Rhetorical questions 

Rhetorical questions (RQs) are question forms that do not expect an answer. They are a forceful expression 

ofֺtheֺspeaker’sֺattitude,ֺopinion,ֺandֺemotionsֺwithֺregardֺtoֺaֺparticularֺissue.ֺAtֺtimesֺtheyֺareֺsimplyֺa 

vigorous way to emphasize the known answer, often with added pragmatic (behavioral) implications. For 

example, the speaker may want to persuade the addressees to change their manner of thinking or acting. 

Thus RQs may serve as an indirect form of encouragement or, more likely, of criticism, reprimand, or the 

like. The more RQs that occur in a sequence, one after another, the more powerfully and insistently the 

speaker’sֺpsychologicalֺstateֺandֺfeelingsֺareֺcommunicated. 

The following are examples of sequential RQs in Jeremiah 8:4–5: 
When men fall down, do they not get up? 
When a man turns away, does he not return? 
Why then have these people turned away? 
Why does Jerusalem always turn away? 
They cling to deceit; they refuse to return. 

What did Yahweh desire to convey to his people by this sequence of RQs? 
Can RQs be used in YL for this same purpose? If not, how would you convey the divine speaker’s 
intentions with the same degree of force and emotion? 
Observe that Jeremiah 8:4–22 (of which the above passage is a part) closes with another set of RQs, 
forming a literary-structural inclusio. But what difference in connotation and implication do 
you notice in verse 22, which is the concluding set of RQs? 

Now look at the RQ in Jeremiah 8:12: 
Are they ashamed of their own loathsome conduct? 
No, they have no shame at all 

How does this RQ differ from the ones above? 
The utterance in Jeremiah 8:12 is called a leading question because it leads up to an explicit answer in the 

text. A leading question often serves to open or close a major discourse unit and announce its main theme. 
Point out how this device operates in Psalms 15 and 121 and in Song of Songs 5:9–16. 
Are you able to use questions in an introductory or preparatory way like this in your language? If 
not, what equivalent device might you substitute? 



4. Hyperbole 

Hyperbole is an obvious exaggeration that serves to emphasize and highlight a particular perspective or 

strong opinion. It is quite a common feature of biblical poetry, especially in the prophets. Hyperbole is not 

intended to be taken literally; rather, it foregrounds the topic that is being spoken about, usually with a 
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certain amount of strong feeling and a particular attitude as well. The following are examples of hyperbole 

in the Psalter: 
All night long I flood my bed with weeping and drench my couch with tears. (Ps. 6:6b) 
Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear. (Ps. 27:3) 
Though you test me, you will find nothing; I have resolved that my mouth will not sin. (Ps. 17:3) 
May they be blotted out of the book of life and not be listed with the righteous! (Ps. 69:28) 

 

F. Shifting patterns 
The category of shifting patterns includes a miscellaneous collection of linguistic forms that may be 

manipulated for particular rhetorical impact. Such a pointed shift is manifested in a poetic text whenever the 

poet utilizes a deliberate departure from the norms of discourse in order to foreground a specific aspect of 

content or create some special artistic or emotive effect, perhaps also to help mark a new unit within the larger 

text (as discussed in section 5.1.7). 

There are four types of shift that are exemplified below: pronouns, word order, insertion, and style. Once 

again it will be necessary to inspect the Hebrew text or an interlinear version, if possible, to see what is going 

on in each case. 

1. Pronouns 

Observe where a prominent pronominal shift (enallage) occurs here in Psalm 46; the pronouns change, but 

the personal referent remains the same: 
8 Come and see the works of the LORD, 
the desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9 He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; 
he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, 
he burns the shields with fire. 
10 Be still, and know that I am God; 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth. 
11 The LORD Almighty is with us; 
the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

What discourse function does such a variation serve in this case? 
Does a literal rendering work in your language? If not, do you have a functional equivalent that 
would serve the same purpose? 
Observe the pronoun shift in the following passage from Joel 3: 
16 The LORD will roar from Zion 
and thunder from Jerusalem; 
the earth and the sky will tremble. 
But the LORD will be a refuge for his people, 
a stronghold for the people of Israel. 
17 Then you will know that I, the LORD your God, 
dwell in Zion, my holy hill. 
Jerusalem will be holy; 
never again will foreigners invade her. 

What purpose does this pronoun shift carry out in this case? 
Is there any additional marking that you must use in YL to make this discourse boundary clear? 
2. Word order 

The normal word order for finite verb clauses in Hebrew prose is Verb + Subject + Object. For non-finite 

verb clauses it is Subject + Verb + Object. For verbless clauses it is Topic + Comment. Word order, along 

with other devices such as pronominalization, syntactic dependency relations, additional qualifying 

attribution, and varied transitional expressions, is used to establish as well as to modify the information 

structure of a discourse. 
13 

Where the default syntactic pattern is not observed, and the subject or object (or some other nominal 

constituent) is fronted to the beginning of a clause and before the main verb, or in some other way 
dislocated,3 one of two things is signaled: Either a new topic is introduced (or reintroduced) into the 

discourse (topicalization) or some information in the text is marked as being in focus (focalization), 

meaning that the information is somehow novel, more important, or topically contrastive in relation to the 

cotext.4 The currentֺtopicֺisֺ“given”ֺandֺengagesֺaֺlistener’sֺattentionֺthroughoutֺaֺsequenceֺofֺutterances, 



while an element in focus manifests a higher level of cognitive salience, but usually for only a single 

sentence. The term emphasis may then be used in a specific sense to indicate the particular semantic stress 

or emotive intensity that is placed (e.g., through repetition) upon a given word or phrase within a clause 

unit. The wider context and perhaps also some special linguistic marking such as a distinctive intonational 

pattern or discourse particles, usually indicate what is in focus versus what is emphasized (see Dooley and 

Levinsohn 2001, chap. 11). 

These rules for prose may or may not apply to poetry, however; there are other reasons for moving certain 

syntactic elements around within the short poetic clause (colon). Such reasons would be (1) for the sake of 

euphony (a pleasing sound), (2) for the sake of a flowing rhythm, or (3) to create topical focus by means of 

an antithetical chiasmus (especially in Proverbs). It requires a rather close and careful analysis to determine 

which function is being effected by the word order shift – a study that translators may have to leave to the 

commentators to sort out. But if translators can consult the Hebrew text, it is worthwhile to note any 

prominent departures from the syntactic norm (by means of a discourse chart, as described in section 3.6.6). 

Any such modification may prove to be supplementary evidence to support their interpretation of a point of 

special emphasis, a change in subject, a reinforcement of the basic theme of a passage, or a structural 

boundary (normally a new beginning). 

Note the word order in Psalm 12:5a–b. What sort of syntactic constituent begins this verse? 
“Because of the oppression of the weak and the groaning of the needy, 
I will now arise,” says the LORDE 

Check out the cotext of this verse and suggest what this front-shifting helps to mark in terms of the overall 

structure and/or the main theme or argument of Psalm 12. 
Is word order used similarly to indicate focus in YL? If not, which devices are used instead? 
Illustrate with reference to Psalm 12:5a–b. 

 

Good (is) Yahweh, for a refuge in a day of troubleE 
And with an overwhelming flood, an end (of Nineveh) he will make her placeE 
Whatever you (pl.) plot against Yahweh, an end (to it) he is bringingE 
From you (Nineveh) he came forth, the one plotting against Yahweh evilE 

Observe the front-shifted syntactic constituents within the wider cotext of each of the above passages from 

Nahum 1 and then consult different translations and perhaps the Translator’s Handbook on %ahum (Clark 

and Hatton 1989). 
Can you suggest why these particular features are positioned at the head of their respective 
clauses? 
Is it to heighten a contrast, to spotlight a participant, to mark a strophic boundary, to emphasize an 
aspect of Nahum’s primary theme, or to effect some combination of these? 
How would you signal the distinct rhetorical functions that you find here in YL? 
3. Insertion 

Insertion is a poetic device that involves a very specific shift in Hebrew word order. It is patterned 

according to the formula A – X – B, where A–B is a standard grammatical construction that has an 

unexpected, seemingly misplaced or added element, X, inserted within it for special effect (especially for 

focus or emphasis). The included text may be a single word, a phrase, or an entire clause (colon). The 

following is an example (rendered literally): 
For not you delight in sacrifice, 
and (or) I would bring (it); 
burnt offering not you take pleasure in. (Ps. 51:16 [v. 18 in the Hebrew text]) 

The added verb in the middle ( ְוֶאת ֵָּ֑נה ) falls outside the regular accent pattern of the surrounding A and B 

cola, but semantically it could apply to either line, which thus emphasizes its content. It also anticipates the 

climactic meaning of the next verse, verse 17 (v. 19 in the Hebrew text), which concludes the strophe. 

In the next example the first and third lines are grammatically very similar, while the inserted middle line 

manifests some noticeable differences, including the shift from a third person to a second person singular 

pronoun (enallage). In this case, the absolute medial utterance reinforces the descriptive praises on either 

side of it. 
There is no Holy One like YHWH, 
indeed, there is no (One) besides you (sg.); 
and there is no Rock like our God! (1 Sam. 2:2) 

How could you reproduce this heightening effect in YL? 
Can you retain the word order of the biblical text, or not? Explain your answer. 

In Psalm 24:6, below, there is a double insertion, A – X + X' – B:ֺTheֺinitialֺconstructֺclauseֺ“Thisֺisֺ(these 

are) the generation(s)ֺofֺJacob”ֺisֺinterruptedֺbyֺtwoֺdescriptiveֺexpressionsֺthatֺcharacterizeֺtheֺsortֺof 

personsֺwhoֺareֺbeingֺreferredֺto.ֺTheֺverseֺmayֺthereforeֺbeֺexpressedֺprosaicallyֺasֺ“Theֺtrue 

descendants of Jacob are people who seek after God and long to comeֺintoֺhisֺpresence.” 



This [is the] generation of 
the ones who pursue him [God], 
the seekers of your [God’s] face, 
Jacob. Selah. (Ps. 24:6) 

Notice how this verse is rendered in the standard English versions. Does any one of them get it 
right? 
The NEB has: “Such purity characterizes the people who seek his favor, Jacob’s descendants, who 
pray to him.” Suggest any improvements to this rendition that come to mind. 
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How will this affect its translation into YL? 

4. STYLE  (Nephi exhibits a distinctive style within the rules) 
 

 poet or prophet may creatively employ his literary skills, his personal style, to inject 

some formal and/or semantic surprise into the text. Usually, he does this through a pronounced 

modification in the current referential content, an ordinary linguistic construction, the prevailing 

connotative tone, or the general communicative purpose. Style is not a gratuitous flourish, however, or 

simplyֺanֺattemptֺtoֺdisplayֺone’sֺartisticֺtechnique;ֺrather,ֺitֺisֺappliedֺtoֺserveֺtheֺpoet’sֺmessage. 

Therefore, an analyst must always study the text from several different literary perspectives in order to 

determineֺaֺform’sֺmostֺlikelyֺcommunicativeֺfunction. 

Compare the two passages below and note the variations between them: 
Therefore because-of-you they-have-withheld the-heavens their-dew 
and-the-earth it-has-withheld its-crops. (Hag. 1:10) 
and-the-ground it-will-produce its-crop 
and-the-heavens they-will-drop their-dew. (Zech. 8:12) 

Did you notice the chiasmus in the Haggai text? Could there be any special significance to this? 
If Zechariah is quoting Haggai (as seems likely), what effect do his changes have on the specific 
meaning and rhetorical impact of these words? 

In this case, the different situational settings and communication goals of the two prophets probably 

provide the explanation for this contrastive type of intertextuality. 
Can you suggest any reason for these differences, based on changed religious and rhetorical 
circumstances (cf. the general order reflected in Deut. 28:11–12; see also Hag. 2:19)? 

There is an unexpected utterance and a decided stylistic shift in the following text (Amos 9:1b–4): 
Strike the tops of the pillars 
so that the thresholds shake. 
Bring them down on the heads of all the people; 
those who are left I will kill with the sword. 
Not one will get away, 
none will escape. 
Though they dig down to the depths of the grave, 
from there my hand will take them. 
Though they climb up to the heavens, 
from there I will bring them down. 
Though they hide themselves on the top of Carmel, 
there I will hunt them down and seize them. 
Though they hide from me at the bottom of the sea, 
there I will command the serpent to bite them. 
Though they are driven into exile by their enemies, 
there I will command the sword to slay them. 
I will fix my eyes upon them 
for evil and not for good. 

Where does the unexpected change in content and stylistic shift occur? 
What is their apparent purpose? 
Would a literal rendering in YL convey this effect? If not, what would do this in a subtle, but 
perceptible way? 

Notice that the rhythmic pattern established by the prolonged sequence of concessive clauses is broken at 

the end of Amos 9:1b–4 with a summary statement featuring a strong anthropomorphism that reverses the 

usual application and connotation of this figure (cf. Pss. 33:18 and 34:15). Notice too that the closing 
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mention of a sword of judgement echoes a similar utterance at the beginning, thereby marking a partial 

inclusio for this strophe. Amos is full of these suddenly introduced, shocking pronouncements of 

judgement upon a people who were proud and complacent in their pious godlessness. Often a pointed 

reversal in expectation isֺexpressedֺwithinֺtheֺcontext,ֺlikeֺtheֺconcludingֺrefrainֺ“yetֺyouֺhaveֺnot 

returnedֺtoֺme”ֺinֺchapterֺ4.ֺTheֺprophetֺthusֺsuggestsֺthatֺpeopleֺwhoֺcontinuallyֺrefuseֺtoֺheedֺGod’s 

call to repentance will one day, perhaps all too soon, hear his summons for punishment. 



G. Discourse structure 
The discourse arrangement of a literary text normally displays the unity of a particular discourseֺ“design,” 

though with varying degrees of clarity.5 This verbal framework is constituted by the interaction of several 

compositional forces within a given text as a whole, each of which manifests a particular structure or pattern 

that is relatively more regular and predictable. Such organizational devices are distinct from the use of 

conventional genres, which results from a deliberate holistic choice on the part of an author. They are, 

probably,ֺforֺtheֺmostֺpartֺtheֺproductֺofֺaֺgivenֺauthor’sֺintuitive skill in terms of artistic compositional 

strategy and technique. 

The different aspects of textual architecture need to be considered both individually and also in 

combination during any discourse analysis of a complete book, section, or pericope. These design features 

serve to identify the principal units of a given text, the spatial arrangement of these units with respect to one 

another, and the semantic relationships they have to each other as well as to the composition as a whole. After 

a brief definition of each type of structural variable, I will attempt to show how they interact in the realization 

of a familiar biblical passage well known for its outstanding literary-rhetorical quality—that is, its power of 

aesthetic attraction, emotive expression, and persuasive appeal. 

The chief elements of discourse design, or textual tectonics, may be categorized for ease of reference into 

four distinct but interrelated compositional processes (functions)—segmentation, connection, projection, and 

progression—and also four corresponding stylistic techniques (forms), namely, recursion, interruption, 

concentration, and condensation. Each of the processes (which, taken together, normally characterize a wellformed 

literary text) is effected by the application of one or more of the techniques. This occurs either 

sequentially or in combination during the creation—or subsequent translation—of an artistic, affective verbal 

composition.6 

The four PROCESSES of discourse design: 

The four primary processes of discourse design may be defined as follows: 

 Segmentation—refers to the explicit and implicit demarcation of a text into a hierarchy of discrete but 

interrelated and diachronically organized compositional units from beginning to end, as well as 

inclusively from top to bottom, from the most to the least extensive structural segments.7 

5 “Everyֺliteraryֺanalysisֺneedsֺtoֺdealֺwithֺstructure,ֺsinceֺthemes,ֺimages,ֺideas,ֺandֺactionsֺmustֺbeֺrevealed 

throughֺaֺliteraryֺframework”ֺ(P.ֺHouseֺ1988:55).ֺFurthermore,ֺ“oneֺmust discern the intent of a structure before 

makingֺstatementsֺaboutֺit”ֺ(ibid.:56),ֺforֺexample,ֺtheֺmannerֺinֺwhichֺtheֺBookֺofֺZephaniahֺisֺstructured 

thematically around the notion of the day of the LORD—its present relevance and future implications. 

6 A literary approach to discourse analysis as proposed here is rather different from a strict linguistic methodology, 

but I would expect the respective results to correspond and converge in a number of important areas. The occurrence 

of any clashes or contrasts may mark points that require further study from one perspective or the other. No single 

method is sufficient to analyze a literary text completely, accurately, and relevantly; the most credible and helpful 

study normally involves a combined approach that selects and applies the principles and techniques of several 

different modes of analysis. Notable examples of a helpful linguistic procedure applied to biblical discourse include 

Longacre 1989 and Wiklander 1984 for the Old Testament, Guthrie 1994 and Levinsohn 1987 for the New. 

7 The earliest (pre-Mishnaic) effort to segment the Hebrew text appears to be by means of intratextual markers to 

initiate longer and shorter sections, petuah or peh () and setuma or samek () respectively. This ancient system 

formsֺtheֺbasisֺforֺtheֺnewֺ“pericopeֺseries”ֺofֺstructurallyֺorientedֺcommentaries,ֺe.g.,ֺKorpelֺ2001. 
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 Connection—refers to the internal bonding of a text in terms of varied spans of cohesion (formal 

junction), stretches of coherence (semantic and pragmatic linkage), and points of greater or lesser 

transition (the junction between and among different structural units). 

 Progression—refers to the tendency for the semantic significance of a well-composed literary 

discourse to be teleological in nature, that is, purposefully forward-moving (goal-oriented) and 

cumulative in its overall development, with subsequent syntagmatic (contiguous) and paradigmatic 

(analogous) elements building resonantly and relationally upon those that have preceded them in the 

text (intra- and intertextuality). 

 Projection—refersֺtoֺtheֺformalֺhighlightingֺandֺmarkingֺofֺlargerֺ“areas”ֺandֺforegroundedֺ“points” 

ofֺparticularֺstructuralֺimportanceֺ(“peak,”ֺnarrativeֺorֺnonnarrative),ֺemotiveֺprominenceֺ(“climax”), 

and thematic salienceֺ(e.g.,ֺ“topic”ֺorֺ“focus”), either within a part of the discourse, or with respect to 

the text as a complete whole. 

These four processes that merge in the construction of any verbal text may be shown diagrammatically (in a 

very idealized and schematic fashion) as follows: 

( [ | ] = segmentation, [----] = connection, [  ] = progression, [ # ] = projection) 
 

#### | 

| ------------------------| 

---|---------- | levels of textual 



## | ------ | | structure 

---------| ------------- | ----------- | 

| --------------- |------------------------- | | 

-------------|------------ |---------- | | 

_____________|________________ |_________________ |_______________ 

    text progression 

 

The four TECH_IQUES of discourse design: 

The four principal techniques of literary discourse design are defined as follows: 

 Recursion has to do with the various types of verbal reiteration—complete or partial; synonymous, 

contrastive, or antonymous; phonological (e.g., rhythm, alliteration), grammatical (e.g., a repeated 

syntactic frame or verbal tense), and lexical (e.g., a key term or opening formula)—that occur on a 

significant scale locally or globally within a given text. It includes the repetition of items selected from 

the same set of semantically related words, concepts, or topics as well as the recursion of formal 

elements that create extended discourse linear or concentric patterns. 

 Interruption is the opposite of recursion in that it involves a clear disjunctive break of some sort in the 

flow of forward discourse movement. For example, a novel element (or feature set) may be introduced, 

or there may be a shift in an existing component—a new: topic, imagery, point of focus, logical move, 

time, place, character, speaker, mood, or text type/genre. 

 Concentration involves a conspicuous convergence, juxtaposition, or piling up of similar or diverse 

stylistic features (e.g., figurative language, intensifiers, rhetorical questions, repeated items, formulas, 

vocatives, or direct speech) intended to mark a compositional peak or border at a particular place in the 

discourse. 

 Condensation is a deliberate deletion or shortening of overt text material (e.g., ellipsis, asyndeton, 

nominalization, pronominalization, allusion, summary) intended to create suspense, enigma, rhythm, or 

some special pattern of elements. It may also be employed as a marker within the larger discourse (e.g., 

to signal an initial or final compositional boundary) or used for stylistic purposes in keeping with a 

particular genre or subgenre (e.g., poetry > lyric > lament > penitential psalm). 
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The presence and operation of any of these techniques is established, described, and assessed with greater 

credibility and consequence on the basis of the criteria of quantity and quality. In this respect, quantity refers to 

the sheer number of compositional features that are present in a given text; by quality is meant their relative 

objectivity, diversity, compatibility, perceptibility, and novelty. 

The application of any individual or combination of the preceding techniques, recursion in particular, 

serves to create symmetrical arrangements and significant patterns of textual material such as parallelism, 

alternation, terracing, inclusio, exclusio, chiastic transposition (from the A-B-A “ring”ֺtoֺmuchֺlonger 
element inversions), anaphora, anadiplosis, epiphora, refrains. These different tectonic devices may be 

represented in formulas as follows (The brackets designate a discrete structural unit): 

 parallelism = A+A’, B+B’, C+C’…; 

 alternation = A+B, A’+B’, A”+B”…; 

 terracing = A+B, B’+C, C’+D…; 

 inclusio = [A E A’]; 

 exclusio = A [E] A’; 

 chiasmus = A+B+C E C’+B’+A’; 

 anaphora = [AE] + [A’E] + [A”E]…; 

 anadiplosis = [E A] + [A’ E]; 

 epiphora = [E A] + [E A’] + [E A”] …. 

 A refrain is similar to either anaphora or epiphora, but does not necessarily occur as part of a 

given structural unit. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

(Book of Mormon follows this below) 

There are also a number of important structural markers in biblical literature that along with the recursion 

patterns help us to identify the organization of a particular text. These appear with significance at the following 

points of compositional prominence: 

 

 initial aperture, exemplified by typical opening formulas and expressions, intensifiers (vocative, 

rhetorical question, imperative), a preview summary or thematic orientation, asyndeton, contrast, 

change in setting, scene, subject matter, or major linguistic or literary form; 

 

 final closure, exemplified by a concluding saying, maxim, formula, summary-conclusion, emphatic 

utterance, transitional expression (i.e., transitioning to the next topic or unit of discourse), and the 

ending of a particular linguistic, literary, or rhetorical pattern; 

 

 internal climax,ֺexemplifiedֺbyֺvigorousֺaction,ֺaֺ“crowdedֺstage,”ֺdirectֺspeech,ֺaֺconcentration of 

key terms, figurative language, theological focus, or some significant repetition of form or content, this 

last being the most usual. In the case of many biblical pericopes, prosaic or poetic, it is possible to 

distinguish two distinct high points—oneֺthematicֺinֺnatureֺ(i.e.,ֺ“peak”),ֺtheֺotherֺemotive/pragmatic 

(i.e.,ֺ“climax”). 

  



However,ֺtheֺstructuralֺoperationֺofֺtextualֺ“bounding”ֺonֺtheֺbasisֺof recursion needs further explanation. 

This function has various manifestations in biblical discourse (in the Former as well as the Latter Testament). 

Its main forms are summarized by way of formula and definition below with examples given from Joel (where 

Aֺ=ֺaֺsignificantֺinstanceֺofֺrecursionֺandֺ[…]ֺ=ֺaֺdistinctֺdiscourseֺunit;ֺcf.ֺWendlandֺ2004:123-137): 

 

 Inclusio:ֺ[Aֺ…ֺA’]ֺ– the A elements demarcate the beginning and ending of the same discourse unit, 

whether large or small, e.g., Joel 2:1, 11 (i.e., enclosing Stanza C of Oracle 2): 
For the day of the LORD is coming; indeed, it is near! E Indeed, the day of the LORD is great and very terrible 
 

 Chiasmus: [A + B +/- Cֺ…ֺ+/- C’ֺ+ֺB’ֺ+ֺA’]ֺ– this is a case of inverted parallelism within the same 

discourse unit, e.g., Joel 2:30-31ֺ(i.e.,ֺdelineatingֺstropheֺ2ֺofֺStanzaֺB’): 
A “And I will give portents in the heavens 
B and on the earth, 

B’ blood and fire and columns of smoke. (The chiastic pattern reveals the earthly location of these signs.) 

A’ The sun shall be turned to darkness, and the moon to blood, (_ote:ֺB’—blood +ֺsmoke;ֺA’ֺdarknessֺ+ֺblood.) 
before the great and terrible day of the LORD comes.” 

 Anaphora:ֺ[A]ֺ…ֺ[A’]ֺ– the key recursive elements demarcate the respective beginnings of different 

discourse units, whether adjacent or separated within the text, e.g., Joel 2:1,15 (begin Stanza C-1; D-2): 
Blow the trumpet on Zion; sound the alarm on my holy hill. Tremble, people of Judah! E 
Blow the trumpet on Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn assembly! 
 

 Epiphora:ֺ[…A]ֺ…ֺ[…A’]ֺ– the key recursive elements demarcate the respective endings of different 

discourse units, whether adjacent or separated within the text, e.g., Joel 2:17, 3:20-21 (end Part I & II): 
“Spare thy people, O LORD, and make not thy heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ”E 
But Judah shall be inhabited for ever, and Jerusalem to all generations. E 
Indeed, the LORD dwells in Zion!” 
 

 Anadiplosis:ֺ[…A]ֺ[A’…]ֺ– the recursive elements demarcate the distinct beginning and ending of 

adjacent discourse units within the text, e.g., Joel 2:17, 18-19 (strophes 2 and 3 of Stanza D): 
“Spare thy people, O LORD, and make not thy heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. 
Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ” 
Then the LORD became jealous for his land, and had pity on his people. 
The LORD answered and said to his people, “Eand I will no more make you a reproach among the nations.” 
 

(The example of 2:17 reveals that the same text can carry out several demarcative functions.) 

 

The critical linguistic features which, by their recursion in a text, serve to establish poetic equivalence— 

whether analogous or antithetical in nature—may incorporate four basic types of discourse organization. 

These linguistic levels may be ranked according to their putative degree of perceptibility and perhaps also 

translatability in written (read) discourse as follows:  

phonological (e.g., alliteration, punning, intonation); 

lexical-semantic (e.g., use of synonyms and antonyms);  

syntactic (e.g., the phrasal order of clause 

constituents);  

morphological (e.g., the progression of tense, number, gender, etc.).  

 

Jakobson’sֺabstract 

axiom—sameness superimposed upon the sequence of form and meaning—is reflected more concretely then in 

the device of poetic parallelism, which in one verbal manner and means or another characterizes more from 

lessֺ“poetic”ֺworksֺ(oralֺorֺwritten)ֺinֺeveryֺlanguage. In Hebrew poetry, for example, this is normally 

manifested in the series of coupled lines, or cola, which comprise a given text. 

 

  



SOW, REAP 

Psalms 126:5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy. 

Proverbs 22:8 He that soweth iniquity shall reap vanity; and the rod of his anger shall fail. 

Ecclesiastes 11:4 He that observeth the wind shall not sow; and he that regardeth the clouds shall not reap. 

Micah 6:15 Thou shalt sow, but thou shalt not reap; thou shalt tread the olives, but thou shalt not anoint thee with oil; 

and sweet wine, but shalt not drink wine. 

 

But Book of Mormon States it even with better parallelism 

epiphora = [E A] + [E A’] + [E A”] …. 

Mosiah 5:49-50 And again, he saith,  

If my people shall sow filthiness, they shall reap the chaff thereof, in the whirlwind;  

and the effects thereof, is poison. 

And again, he saith,  

If my people shall sow filthiness, they shall reap the east wind,  

which bringeth immediate destruction. 

 

(Intensifying parallelism 
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SIMILE 

Three common pairs of figures in Hebrew poetry are presented below (paired because of the similarity between them).  

1. Metaphor and simile  

Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 

 though they are red like crimson, they shall be like wool. (Isa. 1:18b–c)  

See how the faithful city has become a harlot!…  

Your silver has become dross, your choice wine is diluted with water! (Isa. 1:21a, 22)  

 

2. Metonym and synecdoche  

Your incense is detestable to me! (Isa. 1:13b)  

Your hands are full of blood! (Isa. 1:15d)  

3. Personification and anthropomorphism  

They have become a burden to me; I am weary of bearing them! (Isa. 1:14b–c)  

The Daughter of Zion is left like a shelter in a vineyard. (Isa. 1:8a) 

 

Ether 1:45  

And they were small and they were light upon the water,  
even like unto the lightness of a fowl upon the water,  

And they were built after a manner that they were exceeding tight, e 
ven that they would hold water like unto a dish; 
 

Ether 1:46  

And the bottom thereof was tight like unto a dish,  

And the sides thereof were tight like unto a dish,  

And the ends thereof were peaked,  

And the top thereof was tight like unto a dish,  

And the length thereof was the length of a tree,  

And the door thereof, when it was shut, was tight like unto a dish. 

Ether 3:8  

And it came to pass that when they were buried in the deep, there was no water that could hurt them,  

their vessels being tight like unto a dish,  

And also they were tight like unto the ark of Noah; 
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1. Markers of aperture (a new beginning) a. Recursion is by far the most important marker of discourse divisions in the 

biblical literature, prose as well as poetry, in both the Old Testament and also the New Testament. Exact lexical recursion 

(repetition) is the most diagnostic, but close similarity (or strong contrast) also counts, and to a lesser degree so do 

corresponding structures and common themes or motifs. In many cases, these types of recursion may be regarded as 

instances of “separated” (non-adjacent) parallelism (see section 5.1.1). There are five main kinds of boundary-marking 

recursion though not all of them mark the beginning of a new unit (aperture). It is important that they be carefully 

distinguished from one another. (In the diagram below, a/a' = the reiterated material; X = the same discourse unit; Y = a 

different discourse unit; and Z = a third discourse unit.) i. Inclusio [ a – X – a' ]: The significant recursions occur at the 

beginning and ending of the same structural unit. ii. Exclusio [ X – a, Z a' – Y ]: The significant recursions occur at the ending 

and the beginning of different units, with a distinct bounded section in the middle of these two. iii. Anaphora [ a – X, a' – Y ]: 

The significant recursions occur at the respective beginnings of different structural units, whether adjacent or separated in 

textual space. iv. Epiphora [ X – a, Y – a']: The significant recursions occur at the respective endings of different structural 

units, whether adjacent or separated in textual space. v. Anadiplosis [ X – a, a' – Y ]: The significant recursions occur at the 

ending of one unit and the very beginning of the next, that is, at the border between the two units. 

 

  



Simile 

Helaman 4:59  

Yea, behold, at his voice doth the hills and the mountains tremble and quake;  

and by the power of his voice they are broken up, and become smooth,  

yea, even like unto a valley; 

 

Helaman 5:79  

And behold there shall be great tempests,  

and there shall be many mountains laid low,  

like unto a valley,  

and there shall be many places,  

which are now called valleys, 

 which shall become mountains, whose height thereof is great. 

 

2 Nephi 4:34 For behold, they had hardened their hearts against him, that they had become like unto a flint; 

 

Simile 

PROPHECY 

2 Nephi 7:28  

Nevertheless, I will soften the hearts of the Gentiles,  

that they shall be like unto a father to them; 
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1 Nephi 1:31 - 1 Nephi 1:41 

31 And he traveled in the wilderness in the borders which were nearer the Red Sea; 

32 And he did travel in the wilderness with his family, which consisted of my mother Sariah and 

my elder brethren, which were Laman, Lemuel and Sam. 

33 And it came to pass that when he had traveled three days in the wilderness, he pitched his 

tent in a valley beside a river of water. 

34 And it came to pass that he built an altar of stones,And he made an offering unto the Lord and 

gave thanks unto the Lord our God. 

35 And it came to pass that he called the name of the river Laman and it emptied into the Red 

Sea;And the valley was in the borders near the mouth thereof; 

36And when my father saw that the waters of the river emptied into the fountain of the Red Sea, 

he spake unto Laman, saying:"O that thou mightest be like unto this river, continually running 

into the fountain of all righteousness!" 

37 And he also spake unto Lemuel, saying:"O that thou mightest be like unto this valley, firm and 

steadfast and immovable in keeping the commandments of the Lord!" 

 

(Firm and Steadfast is Emunah—the better Hebrew to English translation of “faithful” 

 

2 Nephi 1:122-125 

"And now my sons,  
I would that ye should look to the great Mediator 
 and hearken unto His great commandments,  
And be faithful unto His words  
 
and choose eternal life, according to the will of His Holy Spirit, 
And not choose eternal death, according to the will of the flesh and the evil which is therein, 
Which giveth the spirit of the devil power to captivate,  
to bring you down to hell, 
 that he may reign over you in his own kingdom. 
 
2 Nephi 1:120  
And they are free  
to choose  
liberty and eternal life  
through the great Mediator of all men,  
Or  
to choose  
captivity and death,  
according to the captivity and power of the devil, 
 
Prophecy and Parallels 
 

2 Nephi 1:20-24 
And if it so be that they shall keep His commandments, they shall be blessed upon the face of this land, 



And there shall be none to molest them,  
nor to take away the land of their inheritance,  
And they shall dwell safely forever. 

 
"But behold, when the time cometh that they shall dwindle in unbelief –  

After that they have received so great blessings from the hand of the Lord,  
Having a knowledge of the creation of the earth and all men,  
knowing the great and marvelous works of the Lord from the creation of the world,  
Having power given them to do all things by faith,  
Having all the commandments from the beginning,  
And having been brought by His infinite goodness into this precious Land of Promise – 

 
Behold I say, if the day shall come that they will reject the Holy One of Israel, the true Messiah, their Redeemer and their 
God, Behold, the judgments of Him that is just shall rest upon them. 

Yea, He will bring other nations unto them and He will give unto them power,  
And He will take away from them the lands of their possessions,  
And He will cause them to be scattered and smitten; 
 
(A,B,C,D, /X/  A’,B’,C’,D’) 

  



 

 

Hebrew simile ‘as dung’ 

Mormon 1:40 And it came to pass that my sorrow did return unto me again;  

And I saw that the day of grace was passed with them, both temporally and spiritually,  

For I saw thousands of them hewn down in open rebellion against their God and heaped up as dung upon the face of 

the land. 

 

Simile/Metaphor 

2 Nephi 1:26-29 

 Wherefore my sons, I would that ye would remember,  
Yea, I would that ye would hearken unto my words. 
O that ye would awake! Awake from a deep sleep,  

yea, even from the sleep of hell,  
And shake off the awful chains by which ye are bound,  
which are the chains which bind the children of men  
that they are carried away captive down to the eternal gulf of misery and wo! 
 
Awake and arise from the dust  
and hear the words of a trembling parent  
whose limbs ye must soon lay down in the cold and silent grave  
from whence no traveler can return. 
 
A few more days and I go the way of all the earth But behold, the Lord hath redeemed my soul from hell;  
I have beheld His glory and I am encircled about eternally in the arms of His love! 

 
2 Nephi 1:28 Awake and arise from the dust and hear the words of a trembling parent whose limbs ye must soon lay down 
in the cold and silent grave from whence no traveler can return- A few more days and I go the way of all the earth; 

2 Nephi 1:36 Arise from the dust, my sons, and be men! And be determined in one mind and in one heart, united in all 
things, That ye may not come down into captivity, That ye may not be cursed with a sore cursing, 

2 Nephi 1:39 Shake off the chains with which ye are bound and come forth out of obscurity and arise from the dust; 

2 Nephi 5:114 Shake thyself from the dust! Arise! Sit down, O Jerusalem! Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive 
daughter of Zion! 

3 Nephi 9:75 Shake thyself from the dust-arise! Sit down, O Jerusalem! Loose thyself from the bands of thy neck, O captive 
daughter of Zion! 

Moroni 10:28 And awake! And arise from the dust, O Jerusalem! Yea, and put on thy beautiful garments, O daughter of Zion! 
And strengthen thy stakes and enlarge thy borders forever, that thou mayest no more be confounded, That the covenants of 
the Eternal God which He hath made unto thee, O house of Israel, may be fulfilled. 

 

 

2 Nephi 6:73  
O my beloved brethren, remember the awfulness in transgressing against that Holy God!  
And also the awfulness of yielding to the enticings of that cunning one; 
 

2 Nephi 6:35  
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And the righteous  

shall have a perfect knowledge of their enjoyment and their righteousness, being clothed with purity,  

Yea, even with the robe of righteousness. 

  



 

Alma 16:217  

"And thus mercy can satisfy the demands of justice 

 and encircles them in the arms of safety,  

While he that exerciseth no faith unto repentance  

is exposed to the whole law of the demands of justice;  

Therefore, only unto him that hath faith unto repentance is brought about the great and eternal plan of redemption. 

 
2 Nephi 11:94  
 
Yea, and he leadeth them by the neck  
with a flaxen cord  
until he bindeth them  
with his strong cords forever. 
 
Mosiah 13:25-27  
And were it not for the interposition of their all-wise Creator, 
 and this because of their sincere repentance,  
they must unavoidably remain in bondage until now. 
 
But behold, He did deliver them  

because they did humble themselves before Him;  
And because they cried mightily unto Him, 

 He did deliver them out of bondage; 
 
And thus doth the Lord work with His power in all cases among the children of men,  
extending the arm of mercy toward them that put their trust in Him. 
 

 
2 Nephi 6:58  

O the vainness and the frailties and the foolishness of men! 

 

Mosiah 5:85  

Yea, and how blind and impenetrable are the understandings of the children of men!  

For they will not seek wisdom, Neither do they desire that she should rule over them; 

 

Alma 21:122  (https://biblehub.com/str/hebrew/5124.htm, Numah,= Indolence) 

Drinking in with the traditions of the Lamanites,  

Giving way to indolence and all manner of lasciviousness,  

Yea, entirely forgetting the Lord their God. 
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Mosiah 11:206  

And thus they were instruments in the hands of God in bringing many to the knowledge of the 

truth,  

Yea, to the knowledge of their Redeemer 

 

Mosiah 2:23  

And ye shall grow in the knowledge of the glory of Him that created you,  

or in the knowledge of that which is just and true 

 

Words of Mormon 1:12 

 And my prayer to God is concerning my brethren,  

that they may once again come to the knowledge of God,  

yea, the redemption of Christ,  

That they may once again be a delightsome people. 

 
 

Jacob 3:18  
And now beloved, marvel not that I tell you these things,  
For why not speak of the atonement of Christ  
and attain to a perfect knowledge of Him,  
as to attain to the knowledge of a resurrection  
and the world to come? 
 
2 Nephi 14:9  
And now I, Nephi, cannot say more,  

the Spirit stoppeth mine utterance,  
And I am left to mourn because of the unbelief and the wickedness and the ignorance and the 
stiff-neckedness of men,  
For they will not search knowledge,  
nor understand great knowledge when it is given unto them in plainness,  
even as plain as word can be. 
 
2 Nephi 6:34-35  
Wherefore, we shall have a perfect knowledge of all  

our guilt  
and our uncleanness  
and our nakedness; 
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And the righteous shall have a perfect knowledge of  
their enjoyment and their righteousness,  

being clothed with purity,  
Yea, even with the robe of righteousness. 

 
Helaman 5:40 (Word Pairs) 
O ye wicked and ye perverse generation!  
Ye hardened and ye stiff-necked people!  
How long will ye suppose that the Lord will suffer you?  

Yea, how long will ye suffer yourselves to be led by foolish and blind guides?  
Yea, how long will ye choose darkness rather than light? 

 
Alma 14:107  
Do ye suppose that ye can convince the Lamanites of the incorrectness of the traditions of their 
fathers, as stiff-necked a people as they are?  
Whose hearts delighteth in the shedding of blood?  
Whose days have been spent in the grossest iniquity?  
Whose ways have been the ways of a transgressor from the beginning?' 
 
Jarom 1:6 (Word Pairs) 
Behold, it is expedient that much should be done among this people,  

Because of the hardness of their hearts,  
and the deafness of their ears,  
and the blindness of their minds,  
and the stiffness of their necks 
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The Word pairs ‘Hard Hearts, Blind Minds’ occurs only once in New Testament, but profoundly 
used throughout book of Mormon: 
 

John 12:40  
He hath blinded their eyes,  
   and hardened their heart;  
that they should not see with their eyes,  
   nor understand with their heart,  
and be converted,  
and I should heal them. 

 
1 Nephi 2:14  (Word pair in chaism) 
And now, I, Nephi,  
being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, therefore,  

I spake unto them saying, yea, even unto Laman and unto Lemuel:  
    "Behold, thou art mine elder brethren,  
    And how is it that ye  
        are so hard in your hearts  
        and so blind in your minds  
    that ye have need that I,  
    your younger brother,  
should speak unto you, yea,  

and set an example for you? 
 
1 Nephi 3:125  

And the mists of darkness are the temptations of the devil  

which blindeth the eyes and  

hardeneth the hearts of the children of men, 

 And leadeth them away into broad roads,  

that they perish and are lost. 

1 Nephi 3:170  

And all this have they done that they might pervert the right ways of the Lord,  

that they might blind the eyes and harden the hearts of the children of men. 

1 Nephi 3:216 Either to the convincing of them unto peace and life eternal, Or unto the 
deliverance of them to the hardness of their hearts and the blindness of their minds, Unto their 
being brought down into captivity and also unto destruction, both temporally and spiritually, 
according to the captivity of the devil of which I have spoken.'" 
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1 Nephi 5:112 "And notwithstanding they being led- The Lord their God, their Redeemer, going 
before them, leading them by day, and giving light unto them by night, and doing all things for 
them which were expedient for man to receive- They hardened their hearts, and blinded their 
minds, and reviled against Moses, and against the true and living God. 

Jarom 1:6 (Word Pairs) 
Behold, it is expedient that much should be done among this people,  

Because of the hardness of their hearts,  
and the deafness of their ears,  
and the blindness of their minds,  
and the stiffness of their necks 
 

Mosiah 7:43 Now the eyes of the people were blinded;  
Therefore, they hardened their hearts against the words of Abinadi  

and they sought from that time forward to take him; 
 

Alma 9:67  

And thus they having been called to this holy calling on account of their faith- " 
While others would reject the Spirit of God on account of the hardness of their hearts 
and blindness of their minds,  
While, if it had not been for this,  
they might have had as great privilege as their brethren; 
 
Alma 21:125  

Yea, and all the people which were in the land, the Nephites as well as the Lamanites. Therefore, 
he had accomplished his design, For he had hardened the hearts of the Lamanites, and blinded 
their minds, and stirred them up to anger, Insomuch that he had gathered together a numerous 
host to go to battle against the Nephites; For he was determined because of the greatness of the 
number of his people to overpower the Nephites and to bring them into bondage. 

3 Nephi 1:39 Insomuch that they began to be hard in their hearts and blind in their minds, And 
began to disbelieve all which they had heard and seen, Imagining up some vain thing in their 
hearts, that it was wrought by men and by the power of the devil to lead away and deceive the 
hearts of the people; 

Ether 1:111  
Behold, when ye shall rend that veil of unbelief which doth cause you to remain in your  
awful state of wickedness  
and hardness of heart  
and blindness of mind,  
Then shall the great and marvelous things which have been hid up from the foundation of the 
world from you- 
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Ether 6:92  

But behold, the Spirit of the Lord had ceased striving with them and Satan had full power over the 
hearts of the people,  

For they were given up unto the hardness of their hearts and the blindness of their minds, that 
they might be destroyed;  

 

Alma 12:131  
And some say that he is not dead,  
But others say that he is dead and that he stinketh  

and that he ought to be placed in the sepulcher;  
But as for myself, to me he doth not stink." 
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Word Pair “Stir, Anger” 
 

 (King James Version Old Testament) 

Verses Found: 35 

 

 (King James Version Old Testament) 

Psalms 78:38  
But he, being full of compassion, forgave their iniquity, and destroyed them not:  

yea, many a time turned he his anger away, and did not stir up all his wrath. 
Proverbs 15:1  
A soft answer turneth away wrath:  

but grievous words stir up anger. 
Proverbs 15:18  
A wrathful man stirreth up strife:  
but he that is slow to anger appeaseth strife. 

2 Nephi 12:23  
For the kingdom of the devil must shake, 
 And they which belong to it must needs be stirred up unto repentance,  
Or the devil will grasp them with his everlasting chains 
 and they be stirred up to anger and perish. 
 
2 Nephi 12:24 For behold, at that day shall he rage in the hearts of the children of men 
and stir them up to anger against that which is good; 
 
Helaman 2:139 For behold, the Lord had blessed them so long with the riches of the world, That 
they had not been stirred up to anger, to wars, nor to bloodsheds; Therefore, they began to set 
their hearts upon their riches; 
 
3 Nephi 5:30-31  
For verily, verily I say unto you,  

he that hath the spirit of contention  
is not of Me,  
but is of the devil  

which is the father of contention,  
And he stirreth up the hearts of men to contend with anger one with another.  
 
Behold, this is not My doctrine-to stir up the hearts of men to anger against one another;  

But this is My doctrine that such things should be done away. 
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Mosiah 6:23  
Yea, we did go forth against the Lamanites, And in one day and a night we did slay three 
thousand and forty-three- 

we did slay them even until we had driven them out of our land; 
 
Mosiah 7:42 " 
I command you to bring Abinadi hither  
that I may slay him, 
 for he hath said these things that he might stir up my people to anger,  
one with another, and to raise contentions among my people;  
Therefore, I will slay him." 

 
Mosiah 7:53  (Hebrew Word Pester only occurs in Book of Mormon heZsq la "to harass, pester".) 
And it shall come to pass that I will send forth hail among them and it shall smite them;  
And they shall also be smitten with the east wind;  

And insects shall pester their land also and devour their grain, 
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Parallelism of alternating Masculine Feminine word pairs 
 
Here it is obvious 
Mormon 3:20  

O ye fair  

sons and daughters,  (masculine, feminine) 

ye fathers and mothers,   (masculine, feminine) 

ye husbands and wives,   (masculine, feminine) 

ye fair ones How is it that ye could have fallen! 

 
But here it is not so obvious 

 

Mosiah 7:124  
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's house; (house=masculine Hebrew noun) 
Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor's wife,  (wife=feminine Hebrew noun) 
nor his manservant,   (manservant =masculine Hebrew noun) 
nor his maidservant,   (maidservant =feminine Hebrew noun) 
nor his ox,  (ox =masculine Hebrew noun) 
nor his ass,  (ass = feminine Hebrew noun) 
nor anything that is thy neighbor's.'" 
 

bayith: a house  https://biblehub.com/hebrew/1004.htm 

Original Word: ביִׁת 

Part of Speech: Noun Masculine 
Transliteration: bayith 
Phonetic Spelling: (bah'-yith) 
Definition: a house 
 

ishshah: woman, wife, female  https://biblehub.com/hebrew/802.htm 

Original Word: ה שָּ  אִׁ

Part of Speech: Noun Feminine 
Transliteration: ishshah 
Phonetic Spelling: (ish-shaw') 
Definition: woman, wife, female 
 
 

ebed: slave, servant  https://biblehub.com/hebrew/5650.htm 

Original Word: ב ד  ע 

Part of Speech: Noun Masculine 
Transliteration: ebed 
Phonetic Spelling: (eh'-bed) 
Definition: slave, servant 
NASB Translation 
attendants (1), bondage (2), male (24), male servant (7), male servants (5), male slaves (1), officers (1), 
official (2), Servant (6), servant (332), servant's (4), servant* (1), servants (353), servants' (2), servants* 
(12), slave (25), slave's (1), slave* (4), slavery (11), slaves (19), slaves* (8). 
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shiphchah: maid, maidservant  https://biblehub.com/hebrew/8198.htm 

Original Word: ְפחָּה  שִׁ

Part of Speech: noun feminine 
Transliteration: shiphchah 
Phonetic Spelling: (shif-khaw') 
Definition: maid, maidservant 
 

reem: a wild ox   https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7214.htm 

Original Word: ם  ְרא 

Part of Speech: Noun Masculine 
Transliteration: reem 
Phonetic Spelling: (reh-ame') 
Definition: a wild ox 

athon: a female donkey   https://biblehub.com/str/hebrew/860.htm 

Original Word: ָאתֹון 

Part of Speech: Noun Feminine 
Transliteration: athon 
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-thone') 
Definition: a female donkey 
donkey (16), donkey's (1), donkeys (12), female donkeys (5). 
 

Feminine Masculine word pair, if one pair is contrasted, they all will be contrasted in 
parallel. 
 
Notice in the next verse, Feminine is first, followed by Male second in each pair. 
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1 Nephi 5:216  
And it came to pass that we did find upon the Land of Promise as we journeyed in the wilderness, 
That there were beasts in the forests of every kind-  

both the cow and the ox,    (Feminine, Masculine) 
and the ass and the horse,     (Feminine, Masculine) 
and the goat and the wild goat,     (Feminine, Masculine) 

And all manner of wild animals which were for the use of men; 
 

yael: mountain goat  https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3277.htm 

Original Word: יָּע ל 
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine 

Transliteration: yael 

Phonetic Spelling: (yaw-ale') 

Definition: mountain goat 

Word Origin 

from an unused word  (not used in the bible BUT EXISTS IN THE HEBREW ANCIENT LANGUAGE) 
Definition 

mountain goat 
NASB Translation 

mountain goats* (1), wild goats (1), Wild Goats (1). 

tayish: male goat 

Original Word: ַּתיִׁש 

Part of Speech: Noun Masculine 

Transliteration: tayish 

Phonetic Spelling: (tah'-yeesh) 

Definition: male goat 

NASB Translation 

male goat (1), male goats (3). 

athon: a female donkey   https://biblehub.com/str/hebrew/860.htm 

Original Word: ָאתֹון 

Part of Speech: Noun Feminine 
Transliteration: athon 
Phonetic Spelling: (aw-thone') 
Definition: a female donkey 

donkey (16), donkey's (1), donkeys (12), female donkeys (5). 

 

parah: a heifer, cow  https://biblehub.com/hebrew/6510.htm 

Original Word: ה רָּ  פָּ

Part of Speech: Noun Feminine 
Transliteration: parah 
Phonetic Spelling: (paw-raw') 
Definition: a heifer, cow 
 
 

reem: a wild ox   https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7214.htm 

http://www.restoredgospel.com/Scriptures/RCEContext.asp?ScriptureID=822&ContextInt=&SubmitID=Submit
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3277.htm
https://biblehub.com/str/hebrew/860.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/6510.htm
https://biblehub.com/hebrew/7214.htm


Original Word: ם  ְרא 

Part of Speech: Noun Masculine 
Transliteration: reem 
Phonetic Spelling: (reh-ame') 
Definition: a wild ox 

___ 

 

Alma 26:56  

"Now they never had fought,  

yet they did not fear death;  

And they did think more upon the liberty of their fathers than they did upon their lives;  

Yea, they had been taught by their mothers that if they did not doubt, that God would deliver them; 
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Feminine and Masculine parallel obvious and not so obvious, but parallels are there in Book of Mormon. 

 

Mosiah 7:119  

Honor thy father and thy mother, (masc, fem) 

that thy days may be long upon the land  (days=masculine, land, feminine) 

which the Lord thy God giveth thee; 

erets: earth, land  https://biblehub.com/hebrew/776.htm 

Original Word: ץ ר   א 

Part of Speech: Noun Feminine 

Transliteration: erets 

Phonetic Spelling: (eh'-rets) 

Definition: earth, land 

 

yom: day  https://biblehub.com/hebrew/3117.htm 

Original Word: יֹום 
Part of Speech: Noun Masculine 

Transliteration: yom 

Phonetic Spelling: (yome) 

Definition: day 

 

1 Nephi 5:167  

Wherefore, worship the Lord thy God  (Elohim, Adonai) 

and honor thy father and thy mother,  

that thy days may be long in the land  (days=masculine, land, feminine) 

which the trampl shall give thee." 
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Alma 12:52  
But Ammon stood forth and began to cast stones at them with his sling,  

yea, with mighty power he did sling stones amongst them; 
 
 

1 Nephi 5:28  

And it came to pass that I, Nephi, did make out of wood a bow and out of a straight stick an 
arrow;  

Wherefore, I did arm myself with a bow and an arrow, with a sling and with stones; 

 

Mosiah 6:37  

And it came to pass that they came up upon the north of the Land of Shilom with their 
numerous hosts-  

Men armed with bows and with arrows,  

and with swords and with scimitars,  

and with stones and with slings; 

 

 

Alma 20:23  
They had only their swords and their scimitars, their bows and their arrows, their 
stones and their slings;  
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But they were naked, save it were a skin which was girded about their loins,  
Yea, all were naked, save it were the Zoramites and the Amalekites 
 
 
 
 

  



Lists in Poetry, often are contrasting feminine and masculine words, not obvious in the English. But if 
the same gender, then perhaps all of the local parallels are same gender. 
 
 
1 Nephi 3:143 And the angel spake unto me, saying: "Behold, the gold and the silver and the silks and 
the scarlets and the fine-twined linen and the precious clothing and the harlots are the desires of this great and 
abominable church; 
 

Strong's Concordance 

betsar: gold  https://biblehub.com/hebrew/1222.htm 

Original Word: ְבַצר 

Part of Speech: Noun Masculine 
Transliteration: betsar 
Phonetic Spelling: (bets-ar') 
Definition: gold 
 

kesaph: silver 

Original Word: ְכַסף 

Part of Speech: Noun Masculine 
Transliteration: kesaph 
Phonetic Spelling: (kes-af') 
Definition: silver 
 

meshi: (costly material for garments) perhaps silk 

Original Word: י שִׁ  מ 

Part of Speech: Noun Masculine 
Transliteration: meshi 
Phonetic Spelling: (meh'-shee) 
Definition: (costly material for garments) perhaps silk 
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Path Righteousness Hebrew Poetry Word Pair 

 

1 Nephi 5:5 And it came to pass that they did humble themselves before the Lord insomuch that I had joy and great 
hopes of them, that they would walk in the paths of righteousness; 

2 Nephi 3:55 O Lord, wilt Thou not  

shut the gates of Thy righteousness before me,  

That I may walk in the path of the low valley,  

That I may be strict in the plain road. 

 

2 Nephi 6:80  

Remember that His paths are righteousness; 

Alma 5:33  

For I perceive that ye are in the paths of righteousness; 

 I perceive that ye are in the path which leads to the kingdom of God; 

 

Psalms 23:3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 
name's sake. 

Proverbs 2:9 Then shalt thou understand righteousness, and judgment, and equity; yea, 
every good path. 

Proverbs 8:20 I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment: 

Proverbs 12:28 In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no 
death. 

 

(color color color color color color ) 

 

Alma 27:29  
And behold, it is to your condemnation 
 

For the Lord suffereth the righteous to be slain  

that His justice and judgment may come upon the wicked  

 
Therefore, ye need not suppose that the righteous are lost because they are slain;  

But behold, they do enter into the rest of the Lord their God. 
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Moroni 7:9  
For behold, a bitter fountain cannot bring forth good water;  
Neither can a good fountain bring forth bitter water;  
Wherefore, a man being the servant of the devil cannot follow Christ;  
And if he follow Christ, he cannot be a servant of the devil. 
 
Moroni 8:15  
Behold, I say unto you that he that supposeth that little children needeth baptism is  
in the gall of bitterness  
and in the bonds of iniquity  
For he hath neither faith, hope nor charity;  

Wherefore, should he be cut off while in the thought, he must go down to hell; 

 
 
 

Helaman 5:83 "And the angel said unto me that  
many shall see greater things than these, To the intent that they might believe  
that these signs and these wonders should come to pass upon all the face of this land;  
To the intent that there should be no cause for unbelief among the children of men; 

 

 
THE WORD ABYSS DOES NOT APPEAR IN BIBLE BUT IS THE PROPER WORD FROM 
HEBREW. 

Mosiah 11:192 I was in the darkest abyss,  

but now I behold the marvelous light of God! 

Alma 14:81  

Behold, I answer for you- For our brethren, the Lamanites, were in darkness,  

yea, even in the darkest abyss,  

But behold how many of them are brought to behold the marvelous light of God! 

ABYSS is a HEBREW FEMININE tehom  

WHICH IS ALSO PAIRED WITH HEBREW FEMININE WORD ‘LIGHT OF GOD’ 
‘or’ 

 

 
Helaman 
4:20 

 And it came to pass that in the seventy and sixth year, the Lord did turn away His anger 
from the people and caused that rain should fall upon the earth, Insomuch that it did 
bring forth her fruit in the season of her fruit. 

4:21  And it came to pass that it did bring forth her grain in the season of her grain. 
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(Simile, repeated words) 
 
1 Nephi 4:49 
 And the brightness thereof was like unto the brightness of a flaming fire  
which ascendeth up unto God forever and ever and hath no end. 
 
 
Alma 17:34  
And now behold, if they are kept, they must retain their brightness,  

Yea, and they will retain their brightness. 
Yea, and also shall all the plates which do contain that which is holy writ. 
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